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A powerful argument 
for buying the new 16-Valve 
We) | <aVVele(-laperel|pelace) 


For some people, the picture below will be all the con- 
vincing they need to buy the new 16-Valve Volkswagen 
Ta lgoldco mm ial-\\a Mole) Mei mis(-MCl-laiilelat-larella--iq-ep 
CT Ta iitelamioleliim(emaelhy-Yellel fey -\aal-velefacliit>)ale|(a(-om als al 
imagine its power (123 hp. 0-50 in a scant 5.9 seconds). 
Nave in(-\valime(-)mellimia(-\|msal-ia.4elole) «om 

leyiit=¥el=re)e) (“Mul Brel <-d(elare(-1M balsa i nelattie(- mi iat-talsy i 
(oma (ol Mo) | a-aiiele(-a Bela gelanen-Ma-)ilal-veMlace(-)el-1ale(- 17) 
Col etfelatel-reliibieriel-latjlelsmetiel--leka(eli-Sigelifehigelsitl ct 
Sola me oa datsi-iReltyalolge| <ccMmelaleige(s Crelaretiellal(elakyic-alaep 
PNatoRie(-\aRis(-ya ike keluimis(-\imaat-ia dolore) «Mm -ilimis (acer ellap 
there'll be some who stilltry (Aq, Introducing the 
foMale)(oRoltj mm ValeBale)(oRelt) mint-y (X))16-Valve lai gelane 
may. Until they turn the page. = $11,980: 


*Mir’s sugg, retail price, excluding tox, title, dealer prep and transportation. 
(01986 Volkswagen [Seatbelts save lives. | 3 
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Volkswagen Scirocco... 
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The National Football League's Official Annual for 1986 


SCOUTING 
REPORTS 
PAGE 13 


Compare the strengths and weakness- 
es of each of the 28 teams, along with 
what to look for heading into the 1986 
season. Statistical profiles are provid- 
ed for each of the six divisions, broken 
down by team in easy-to-read boxes. 
Also included is a division-by-division 
review of the draft, with complete list- 
ings of each team's draft choices. 


ARE DYNASTIES 
DEAD? 
PAGE 5 





1985 SEASON 
REVIEW 
PAGE 65 


Relive the Bears’ triumphant march, 
from the regular season through the 
playoffs, all the way to New Orleans 
and Super Bowl XX. A week-by-week 
rundown of games for the 16-week req- 





ular Season covers all of the teams and 
includes highlights, players of the week, 
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PUT THE GT 
TELEPHONE TEAM 
YOUR SIDE. 


For better business com- 
munications, go offense. Go 
GTE. 

Let your GTE Account 
Manager send in the GTE 
team. For a small office or a 
State-of-the-art network, we'll 
quarterback your system. 

For example, we installed 
a GTE Omni™ PABX com- 
munications system at the 
Los Angeles Memorial 
Coliseum. The Omnisystem 
can be the hub of an auto- 
mated system supporting 
both voice and data equip- 
ment such as phones, 
terminals, integrated workstations, word processors and 
personal computers. 

Whether you want to field five lines or 100,000 we'll 
supply it, install it, and keep it in play all the time. 

We help you score big. For details, 1-800-537-5533, Ext. 500. 
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ARE DYNASTIES DEAD? 


OR ARE THE BEARS A GROWLING EXCEPTION? 
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Dynasties in the National Football League 
used to be like subway trains. If you missed 
one, you didn’t have to wait long for the 
next one to come along. 

In the 1950s, 1960s. and 1970s—the 
years when pro football mushroomed into a 
national mania—dynasties were the rule, not 
the exception. 

Consider the roll call of NFL teams that 
managed to win back-to-back champion- 
ships in those three decades: 

Detroit Lions, 1952-53 

Cleveland Browns, 1954-55 

Baltimore Colts, 1958-59 
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The motivational challenge for Chicago 
coach Mike Ditka (above) this season Is 
simple: Keep the Bears hungry. 


Green Bay Packers, 1961-62 and 1965-67 

Miami Dolphins, 1972-73 

Pittsburgh Steelers, 1974-75 and 1978-79 

Six teams did it in those three decades and 
two of them did it twice, including the 
Packers, who won three consecutive ttles in 
the late 1960s. 

The American Football League produced 
a pair of back-to-back champions, with 
Houston (1960-61) and Buffalo (1964-65). 





Things started to change after the great 
Steelers teams of the 1970s grew old. The 
1980s have been a decade of one-year cham- 
pions. Two teams—the Raiders in 1980 and 
1983 and the San Francisco 49ers in 198] 
and 1984—have won twice, but neither was 
able to repeat after any of those four seasons. 

Entering the second half of the 1980s, the 
NFL still is waiting to see if a club is going 
to emerge as the team of the decade, the way 
the Packers did in the 1960s and the Steelers 
did in the 1970s. 

What is happening? Where have all the 
dynasties gone? 


John Beewer 


Tex Schramm, the president and general 
manager of the Dallas Cowboys, whose 
teams made five Super Bow] appearances in 
the 1970s and won two of them, although 
they didn’t repeat, thinks it is too early to 
rush to judgment. 

“We're barely halfway through,’ Schramm 
says. “It’s too early to categorize the 1980s. 
I don’t think there’s any difference in the 
game or the skill or anything like that.” 

It may turn out that the next true NFL 
dynasty is alive and well and living in 
Chicago. The Bears made it look as if they 
plan to be the sport’s next dominant team 
when they clobbered the New England Patri- 
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Quarterback Otto Graham (14, above) helped the Browns to consecutive titles in 


ots 46-10 in Super Bowl XX last January. 

Caught up in the euphoria of the postgame 
celebration, middle linebacker Mike Single- 
tary said, ‘‘We’re one of the greatest of all 
time. | think that anyone who is going to go 
back and rank teams is going to put us near 
the top of the list.”° 

Defensive tackle Steve McMichael conced- 
ed, however, that the Bears have some un- 
finished business if they want to be ranked 
among the great teams of all time. “"We 
want to go down as one of the best teams 
ever.’’ he said. **To do that, we want to 
come back to the Super Bowl again and 
again. Like the Pittsburgh Steelers."’ 
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1954-55. Johnny Unitas (19, below) led the Colts to championships in 1958-59. 
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Chicago must prove that it can avoid the 
myriad pitfalls that have dethroned other 
Super Bow] champions in recent years. 

The Bears showed they could dance the 
“Super Bow! Shuffle” last season. It may 
just be their turn to sing the ‘Super Bowl 
Blues”* this season. 

The Super Bowl Blues 1s a malady that 
seems to have affected championship teams 
in the 1980s. No matter how good they look 
in their championship season, they don't 
seem to be the same team the next year. The 
Bears aren't the only team in recent years to 
put on a devastating show in the Super 
Bowl. 

Remember just three years ago when the 
Los Angeles Raiders routed the Washington 
Redskins 38-9 in Super Bowl XVIII in what 
was the biggest rout in Super Bowl history 
until the Bears topped it last year? 

In the locker room after that game, Raid- 
ers owner Al Davis said, “*Not only in my 
opinion is this the greatest Raider team of all 
time, | think it ranks with the great teams of 
all time to have ever played any professional 
sport.”’ 

The Raiders proceeded to lose their first 
playoff game in each of the next two years. 
In fact, the team the Raiders beat in Super 
Bowl XVII1—Washington—is the only 
defending champion to make it back to the 
Super Bow] or even win a playoff game as a 
defending champion in the 1980s. 

Remember when the San Francisco 49ers 
humiliated Dan Marino and the Miami Dol- 
phins 38-16 two years ago in Super Bowl 
XIX? 

“Everybody thought the 49ers were going 
to be a dynasty,’ said Miami coach Don 
Shula. 





Robert Riger 
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The 49ers had to rally from a 3-4 start last 
season just to make the playoffs as a wild- 
card team. They promptly lost their first- 
round game to the New York Giants. 

Nobody knows better than San Francisco 
coach Bill Walsh how difficult it 1s to repeat 
these days. His team struggled in both 1982 
and 1985 as a defending champion. Walsh 
says the effort it takes to win the first time 
makes it difficult to come back and do tt 
again, 

“The sacrifices you make during the long 
season, and the commitment emotionally, 
physically, and psychologically take a toll 
on you,’’ Walsh says. *‘l think people are 
basically spent when they come back after 
something like that and it takes a while to 
generate it again. 

“The offseason is very short [after win- 
ning] and there is a lot of excitement. Com- 
ing back, everyone seems to be determined 
to do it again, but in the final analysis, it just 
isn’t quite there the way it once was. I think 
you tend to lose the edge.”’ 

[t doesn’t take much to lose that edge. 
Even when a team is rampaging through an 
18-1 season the way the 49ers did in 1984 
and the Bears did in 1985, there often is a 
fine edge between winning and losing. 

John Madden, the former Raiders coach 


Green Bay's victory at Dallas in 1966 
gave coach Vince Lombardi (above) his 
fourth NFL championship in six years. 


and now an analyst for NFL games on CBS, 
thinks the Bears’ defensive effort last year 
surpassed the Steelers of the 1970s. He rates 
it as the best defense of all time. Yet he 
doesn’t think the Bears are going to repeat. 

‘“T think the 49ers have a helluva lot bet- 
ter chance of being in the Super Bowl than 
the Bears do because the 49ers took their 
sabbatical last year,’ Madden says, 

Madden thinks it is unfortunate the Super 
Bowl champion can't take a ‘‘sabbatical”’ 
year to celebrate. *“The best thing would be 
to let "em take a year off to celebrate; the 
parades, the adulation, kissing the baby, and 
everything, and then go back the next year 
and they'd probably be better.” 

Tom Landry doesn’t sound as if he ex- 
pects Chicago to repeat, either. “It's pos- 
sible, but the history of the last four or five 
years says no,’’ Landry says, 

The great teams of the past seemed to do a 
better job of coping with the problems of 
being defending champions. As a result, 
many of them repeated. Why haven't the 
teams of the 1980s been able to do it? 

Madden explains how times have 


changed. “There weren't as many rewards 
then,’’ he says. ‘“*They didn’t know any bet- 
ter and they didn’t make that much money. 
They were all still hungry. It [repeating] 
was still possible then. The Refrigerator 
[Bears rookie William Perry], I love him, 
but he’s a rookie and he’s so busy, he’s turn- 
ing down movies. Ernie Holmes never made 
any videos.”’ 

Holmes played Perry’s position—right 
defensive tackle—on the Steelers’ first two 
championship teams of the 1970s, but he 
was just another face in the crowd. 

Bobby Beathard, the general manager of 
the Washington Redskins, says the players 
now can get lulled into what he calls the 
‘‘comfort zone,”’ 

‘“There’s no substitute for a burning de- 
sire,’ he says. “‘A player tells himself he’s 
playing that way and he tells you he’s play- 
ing that way, but he really isn’t. Times have 
changed since the 1970s. Money is so much 
more of a focal point.”’ 

When the NFL started keeping salary sur- 
veys a decade ago, there were only 10 play- 
ers making $200,000 a year. That's now the 
average salary. 

Dan Rooney, president of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers, says, ““The players spend so much 
time now thinking how they're going to 
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Tony Tomsic 


spend their money that it detracts from what 
they're trying to do.”’ 

“It’s very hard to concentrate on the job 
at hand,’ Landry says, **because there are 
sO Many more Opportunities outside of foot- 
ball. The level of performance tends to go 
down after the Super Bowl. You like soft 
living if you can find it. You've got to force 
yourself to do things you don’t want to do to 
achieve what you want.’ 

Joe Gibbs, the Redskins* coach since 
1981, says, “*You have to have an absolute- 
ly, totally together, unselfish kind of wild 
approach. It's hard to generate that two 
years inarow.”’ 

Beathard remembers how the attitude of 
some of the Redskins players changed in 
1984 after they had gone to two Super 
Bowls, even though they lost the second 
one. 

There was a feeling of a lack of intensity 
as far as | was concerned." Beathard says, 
“and one of the scariest things I heard was 
in the locker room talking to one of the vet- 
erans. He said, “When the real games start, 
we'll be there.’ You start taking some of 
those things for granted.’ 

Rooney says that one of the reasons. the 
Steelers stayed on top for so long in the 
1970s was the attitude of their players in con- 
tract talks. 

‘| think they were special people,"’ 
Rooney says. ““If you had the same kind of 
guys today, it'd be the same kind of situa- 
tion. We had a couple of holdouts, but not 
very many, and the guys tried to be reason- 
able. They never put us in an impossible 
situation. Everybody felt part of the whole 
thing.” 

Another a about oe it’s tougher for 
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teams in the 1980s to repeat is that most of 
the champions in this decade have been 
from cities In major markets. Most of the 
champions in the previous decades were 
from smaller cities. 

Bud Grant, the former Minnesota coach 
who took the Vikings to four Super Bowls, 
only to lose all four times, said in the 1970s 
that it would be tough to put together a dy- 
nasty team like the Packers or Steelers in a 
city the size of New York or Los Angeles. 

“You can do that in Pittsburgh or Minne- 
sota or Green Bay, but there are other places 
in this country where you win one year and 
the whole team comes apart because of the 
adulation that goes with winning,’ Grant 
said. *‘There are so many things pulling at 
players, like outside activities, that football 
almost can become an avocation instead of a 
vocation, ”’ 

Not only are the times different, so are the 
teams. In this era of parity, there are more 
competitive teams than ever before, thus 
making it more difficult to put together one 
consistently great team. 

Raiders executive assistant Al LoCasale 
says, ‘“The system is set up to prevent it 
[dynasties], and the system basically works. 
You have to defy the system to win consis- 
tently. The moving of the draft to the end of 
April helps the have-nots. Those of us who 
felt we did a really good job of evaluating 
were probably better off when there was a 
shorter time span to prepare.”* 

When the Steelers put their final building 
blocks together in the draft of January, 1974, 
they picked four eventual all-pros—Lynn 
Swann, Jack Lambert, John Stallworth, and 
Mike Webster—and signed a fifth—Don- 
nic Shell—as a free agent. Now that the 
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whole scouting and talent evaluation process 
has become more scientific, a top team is 
less likely to have that kind of draft in any 
one year, 

The dynasty teams of the past may have 
had more of a monopoly on talent than the 
championship teams of the 1980s, and that 
made it easier for them to stay on top, 

‘*| think the technical football is probably 
more sophisticated and more complicated 
and we're doing more things, but [’m not 
sure if the teams are better personnel wise,’ 
LoCasale says, 

Just look at how many Pro Football Hall 
of Fame members some of the teams of the 
past had. 

When Paul Hornung was voted into the 
Hall of Fame this year, he became the eighth 
member of the Green Bay teams of the 
1960s to join that elite group. The seven 
other Packers were Jim Taylor, Bart Starr, 
Ray Nitschke. Forrest Gregg, Jim Ringo, 
Willie Davis, and Herb Adderley. Coach 
Vince Lombardi also has been enshrined. 

The Cleveland Browns teams of the 1950s 
also have eight members in the Hall: Otto 
Graham, Marion Motley, Bill Willis, Dante 
Lavelli, Len Ford, Lou Groza, Mike McCor- 
mack, and Frank Gatski, Their coach, Paul 
Brown, also is a member. 

The Baltimore Colts of the 1950s are rep- 
resented by six players—Johnny Unitas, 
Jim Parker, Gino Marchetti, Lenny Moore, 
Art Donovan, and Raymond Berry, along 
with coach Weeb Ewbank. Last January, 
Doak Walker became the fifth member of 
the Detroit teams of the 1950s to be voted 
into the Hall, joining Bobby Layne, Joe 
Schmidt, Yale Lary, and Jack Christiansen. 

It's still too early to say how many mem- 





Larry Csonka powered Miami to a 24-7 victory over Minnesota in Super Bowl VIII for the Dolphins’ second title in a row. 
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Terry Bradshaw (12) and the Steelers dominated the '70s, winning four Super Bowls, including XIV against the Rams (above). 





bers of the Pittsburgh teams of the 1970s will 
make the Hall. Joe Greene may be the first 
when he becomes eligible in January, but it 
will be no surprise if seven or eight Steclers 
eventually make it. 

It seems unlikely at this point that any 
team in the 1980s will wind up having eight 
players in the Hall of Fame. 

The Bears still have time to make their 
mark on history and prove they should be 
ranked with great teams such as the Steelers 
and Packers, but they can’t do it In one year. 

Bum Phillips, the former Otlers and 
Saints coach who faced the Steelers six 
times in 1978 and 1979 when he was in 
Houston, says, “I’m not ready to compare 
the Bears to that bunch yet. Come back and 
talk to me in four or five years. Hf the Bears 
are still domg what they’re doing now, Ul 
compare them,” 

The old Steelers, who admittedly qualify 
as somewhat less than strictly objective ob- 
servers, also are not ready to concede that 





Great Quarterbacks Pay Big Dividends 


This is one of those chicken or egg ques- 
tions: Do quarterbacks start dynasties in the 
National Football Leaque...or do dynasties 
start with quarterbacks? 

Running backs are glamor players, but 
they seem to be replaceable parts in the 
championship puzzle. Paul Hornung and Jim 
Taylor are remembered as the running 
backs on the Green Bay teams of the 1960s, 
but Donny Anderson and Ben Wilson were 
the starters in Super Bowl Il, the team’s last 
championship game; Bart Starr, meanwhile, 
quarterbacked all five championship teams 
under coach Vince Lombardi in Green Bay. 

That seems to be something of a pattern. 
Great runners don't necessarily manage to 
play on a lot of great teams. O.J. Simpson 
never played on a championship team, while 
Jim Brown, John Riggins, Walter Payton, 
and Tony Dorsett have played on just one 
NFL champion. 

It's a different story for quarterbacks, how- 
ever. Starr helped Green Bay win five titles, 
Terry Bradshaw quarterbacked Pittsburgh to 
four championships, and Otto Graham led 
Cleveland to the title game for 10 consecu- 
tive years, four years in the old All-America 
Football Conference and six in the NFL. He 
guided the Browns to four AAFC champion- 
ships and three NFL titles. The first sea- 
son after his retirement, in 1956, Cleveland 
slumped to a 5-7 mark. The Browns have 
only won one title (1964) since. 

Johnny Unitas (Baltimore, 1958-59), 
Bobby Layne (Detroit, 1952-53), and Bob 
Griese (Miami, 1972-73) helped their teams 
win back-to-back titles, while Roger Stau- 
bach (Dallas, 1971, 1977), Jim Plunkett (Raid- 
ers, 1980, 1983), and Joe Montana (San 
Francisco, 1981, 1984), won two champion- 
ship rings, though they weren't acquired in 
succession. 

The toughest thing for a coach seems to 
be to replace a championship quarterback. 
Since the modern era began in 1950 when 
the NFL absorbed three AAFC teams, no 
coach has won titles with the same team with 
more than one quarterback, 


the current champion Bears are in their class, 

Linebacker Jack Ham says, “*The big dif- 
ference is that they don’t have Mel Blount. 
With one dominant cornerback, you can 
write off a receiver.” 

Wide receiver Lynn Swann says, “Their 
defense is the equal of our Steel Curtain, but 
we had a better offense.” 

When the Steclers’ defense started show- 
ing some rust in 1978 and 1979, they 
switched to a big-play passing offense with 
Terry Bradshaw throwing to Swann and 
Stallworth. ‘*Our defense was on the decline 
then.”” Ham says of the team’s last two 
Super Bowl years. **We did it with mirrors.”" 

The Steelers were good enough to win 
two Super Bowls with defense and a solid 
ground game, and then add two more by out- 
scoring teams with a passing game, They 
were a team for the ages. 

Are the Bears that kind of team... or are 
they just another one-year champion? That 
stands as the question of the year in 1986. 


Weeb Ewbank won championships with 
Unitas at Baltimore and Joe Namath (1969) 
with the New York Jets, but he did it with dif- 
ferent teams. 

Paul Brown never won another NFL title 
after Graham retired. In Dallas, Tom Landry 
still is trying to replace Staubach. Pitts- 
burgh's Chuck Noll continues to search for 
another Bradshaw. With Plunkett, 38, near- 
ing retirement with the Raiders, Tom Flores 
is another coach trying to find a new Super 
Bowl quarterback. 

Don Shula made it to the Super Bowl with 
two different quarterbacks—David Woodley 
and Dan Marino—since Griese left, but lost 
both of those games. 

Marino appears as if he could prove to be 
the exception to the rule. Nobody will be sur- 
prised if he eventually gives Shula another 
championship. Shula also coached Unitas 
for seven years in Baltimore, but they didn't 
win a championship. The Colts were contend- 
ers for most of those seasons, however. 

Montana won his Super Bowls with coach 
Bill Walsh in San Francisco, and is only 30 
years old. Thus, Walsh figures to have sev- 
eral years before he has to worry about the 
problem. 

One thing coach Mike Ditka has going for 
him in Chicago is that his quarterback, Jim 
McMahon, is only 27 and may play for an- 
other decade. Ditka soon will have to face 
the problem of replacing Payton, who is 32, 
but he doesn't have to worry about his quar- 
terback for a long time if McMahon stays 
healthy. 

When McMahon was injured in 1984, the 
Bears were blanked 23-0 by San Francisco 
in the NFC Championship Game. With Mc- 
Mahon healthy most of last season, the 
Bears breezed to their first championship 
since 1963. 

Pro football people like to debate the ques- 
tion of where they should start when they're 
trying to build a team. 

lf the history of NFL champions is any indi- 
cation, the answer is obvious: Start with the 
quarterback. —Vito Stellino 


The odds are against the Bears, but don't 
count them out. This is a team that knows 
something about overcoming problems. In 
1985, they played without two defensive 
starters, Todd Bell (a Pro Bowl selection) 
and Al Harris, who were holdouts all sea- 
son. 

The Bears may be overdoing it just a bit 
this year, though. They've already had two 
starters—cornerback Leslie Frazier and 
wide receiver Dennis McKinnon—undergo 
knee surgery and be declared out for the 
year. They've also lost three assistant coach- 
es, including their innovative defensive coor- 
dinator, Buddy Ryan. They'll have to open 
the preseason with a game in London, thus 
disrupting the continuity of training camp. 
Perhaps most significantly, however, was 
an offseason filled with movies, endorse- 
ments, personal appearances, and the rest of 
the booty that goes with being a 1980s cham- 
pionship team. The Bears seem to have all 
the requisite symptoms for a classic case of 
the Super Bow! Blues. 

In their defense, the Bears seem to thrive 
on doing things they're not supposed to be 
able to do, When coach Mike Ditka was told 
his team did a good job of overcoming dis- 
tractions last season, he snapped, **They 
should have. They caused most of them.”* 

Ditka knows all about how difficult it is to 
repeat. “‘I think there is an aura of com- 
placency that sets in,’” he says, ““and [ also 
think that individuals seem to place a very 
high priority on what their contribution to 
the overall success of the team was. There- 
fore, you have a lot of problems about rene- 
gotiating and things like that." 

Nevertheless, Ditka doesn’t seem overly 
concerned about repeating. ‘'We don’t talk 
about that. What we talk about is starting 
over, Last year is over. Nobody really cares 
what the Bears did last year. We're going to 
be judged solely on what we do in 1986,’ 

One significant factor on the Bears’ side 
is youth. Chicago was the youngest team in 
the NFC last season, and one of the young- 
est in the NFL. Among the starters, only 
Walter Payton, Gary Fencik, and tight end 
Emery Moorehead have reached the age of 
30. Thus, this is a team that could grow and 
reach its potential together, like the old 
Packers and Steelers did. Of course, those 
teams also grew old together. 

Ditka seems to relish the challenges of 
overcoming all the problems and proving he 
can win without Ryan, with whom he had 
his share of differences. He has made a ca- 
reer out of doing things to confound the 
skeptics. When he was hired four years ago 
by the late George Halas, a lot of skeptics 
said a man with his hot temper couldn't be a 
successful NFL head coach. **When I came 
here, a lot of comments were made and tt 
was a challenge,’ Ditka says, “‘and this 
year 1s another challenge. | don’t hide from 
challenges. They don’t bother me, We've 
got people who like challenges.”’ 

The challenge for the Bears now is to be- 
come the National Football League’s dy- 
nasty of the 1980s. 





A SERIOUS WORD ON BREWING 


FROM THE FUNNIEST BEER IN AMERICA. 





| The cast of characters who 
See §=fave helped make Miller Lite 


“ | 0 famous has brought America a lot 


of laughs. But the beer that stands 
behind them happens to be one of the 
most serious creations in the history 
of brewing. 

After all, the very idea of 
Lite was once considered an 
impossibility: a truly full-flavored 
beer that was significantly lower 
in calories than regular beer. 


AMERICA’S FAVORITE LIGHT BEER 
Today Miller Lite is far and 
away the largest-selling light beer 
in America and the nation’s 
second largest-selling beer of any kind. 
This remarkable perfor 
mance took a lot more than a good 
sense of humor. The brewing process 
that gives Lite its superior 
taste uses no fewer than 128 quality 
checks along the way to the bottle. 


MORE HOPS, MORE FLAVOR 

Lite’s flavor is achieved by 
using two kinds of hops instead 
of just one for more hop flavor than 
most other light beers. 

Then the flavor is meticulously 
balanced to a perfectly mellow, well 
rounded pilsner beer 

containing no additives or 
preservalives. 

The only way to achieve this 
much character in any beer is 
quality brewing every step of the way. 
To achieve it consistently in a beer 
with only 96 calories is a long way 
tye le from funny. It’s unprecedented. 


THERE’S ONLY ONE 
LITE BEER. 
MILLER LITE. 


© 1985 Miller Brewing Co., Milwaukee, WI 


Ce erie anes Orel Wickes 
hot with manual 5-speed console- 
mounted shifter. it comes with stan- 
Solan acllactlb daddy «lr If you 











more performance, choose = F 
. Sere 3,0-liter fuel-injected ae 
Fr V/oy/oiti(elneco|j(omicelaiunls ie meres 7 


bination. Let’s get it together. .. 

tethot itech pepper ho 
felalli/N@.-)0)e - gales 

There is a special feel nan, 








AN OVERVIEW OF THE NFL 


1986 Preview 


And now we shall see if **The NFL Fac- 
tor’°—the built-in equalizer that protects 
the league from total domination by any one 
superpower—really works. Will a great 
draft turn a team around? Will a trade put a 
team over the top? Or will injuries and coach- 
ing changes tilt the balance of power? 

Just When one team looks as if it will run 
the rest of the league into a black hole, a but- 
ton 1s pushed and The NFL Factor ts activated. 

It comes in a flash. Suddenly, that one 
great team may be lining up to see the train- 
er, Maybe it will go Hollywood. Or perhaps 
it simply won't play as well as it did the year 
before. Another club, so close the previous 
autumn, may draft the one player it needs to 
put it over the top. Another finally may find 
that special coach and—voila’—the win- 
ning chemistry, 

Parity is un overused and misunderstood 
word. But it is there, most assuredly. And 
The NFL Factor ts what allows it to happen. 

It seems that The NFL Factor is not neces- 
sarily limited to human beings. In 1986, ad- 
vanced technology may influence the out- 
come of games. For, after years of talking 
about it, the NFL has decided to play it 
again. It will use television instant replays 
us an officiating tool on a one-season experi- 
mental basis. 

“Our philosophy has always been, “Get it 
right,""" says Art MeNally, the NFL's su- 
pervisor of officials. In 1986, an official in 
the press box with two television sets and 
two video recorders will rule on calls involv. 
Ing possession—fumbles, interceptions, 
and out-of-bounds rulings. No appeals will 
be heard from coaches. 

Few reversals are anticipated. A similar 
process was used during eight 1985 presea- 
son contests and only one official's ruling 
was overturned, “It's not something that's 
going to come into play that often.” says 





Val Pinehbeck, Jr., the NFL's director of 


broadcasting. *'The premise ts that this is a 
way to correct an obvious wrong.” 

As the NFL begins ifs sixty-seventh sea- 
son, there appears to be two distinct groups: 
the Chicago Bears...and 27 others. How- 
ever, as recently as last yeur al this time, 
there was the San Francisco 49ers, . .and 27 
others. 

Can anybody out there knock off the biz, 
bad Bears? 

In the NFC East. there are at least three — 
and perhaps four—candidates. 

After failing to make the playolfs in 





1984, the Dallas Cowboys came back last 
fall to win 10 games and the division cham- 
pionship before losing to the Los Angeles 
Rams in the playoffs. For the second consec- 
utive year. the New York Giants, riding a 
fierce defense and balanced olfense, made it 
into the postseason, And although Washing- 
ton barely missed making the playoffs, the 
Redskins won 10 games after a horrible 
stant, and found a new quarterback in Jay 
Schroeder and @ runner in George Rogers. 

Perhaps the (Wo most intriguing teams in 
the NFC East were not even contenders in 
1985, Philadelphia dreams of a rebirth under 
new coach Buddy Ryan, Chicago's former 
defensive guru, But can the Eagles win right 
awity. or will Ryan's complicated defensive 
scheme take a season to sink in? Of greater 
concern to Ryan, perhaps, 1s whether he can 
palch up a porous offensive line. And what 
of St. Louis? Super Bow! hopefuls going 
into 1985, the Curdinals, awash in. myriad 
problems, fell apart and lost 11 games. 
Couch Jim Hunifian and his staff were dis- 
missed, Riding to the rescue from Dallas ts 
new head coach Gene Stallings, 

If it seemed as if the Bears wrapped up 
the NFC Central title last September, before 
the leaves even began to fall. it's because 
they did. There never was a race. Can there 
be one this year? On the surface, it doesn’t 
look promising, 

One of the league's biggest surprises last 
year came in the NFC West. It wasn’t the 
division champion that ratsed eyebrows. It 
Was who ween division champion, 

As the season began, San Francisco was 
the favorite not only to win the West. but to 


repeat as Super Bow! champion. But the 
49ers struggled just to make the playoffs, 
and were quickly eliminated by the Grants. 

The Los Angeles Rams. who made the 
plavoffs in 1984 as a wild-card team under 
coach John Robinson, expected to be im- 
proved in 1985. They didn’t disappoint, de- 
spite having to get along without disgruntled 
star running back Eric Dickerson throughout 
training camp and the first two regular-sea- 
son games. The Rams won || and reached 
the NFC Championship Game before falling 
24-0 to the Bears. 

In the AFC, the surprise came in the East, 
where New England finished third, then 
took a wild-card ride all the way to the 
Super Bowl. Just getting to New Orleans 
and Super Bowl XX was a triumph for the 
Patriots, a pure product of The NFL Factor, 
But New England, despite its great talent, 
will be hard-pressed to hold off the field. 

Look for Miami, the division's regular- 
season champion, to ride Dan Marino's arm 
and Don Shula’s coaching once again. Also 
likely to be season-long contenders are the 
New York Jets, a well-balanced team that fin- 
ished fourth in the NFL in total offense, led 
by young quarterback Ken O'Brien, and 
eivhth in total defense. 

The Steel Curtain cracked in the AFC Cen- 
tral. Pittsburgh failed to make the playoffs 
for just the third time in 14 seasons and, for 
the first time since 1971, failed to win more 
games than it lost (7-9). 

Sneaking in as division champions at 8-8 
were the Cleveland Browns, who rode a pow- 
erful running game into the playoffs and a 
near upset of the Dolphins in Miami, With a 
solid defense and the promise of second- 
year quarterback Bernie Kosar. they seem- 
ingly only can get better, 

No division appears as strong as the AFC 
West. The Los Angeles Raiders, winners of 
12 games despite quarterback troubles, once 
again will have a terrific defense, the NFL's 
player of the year in Marcus Allen, and per- 
haps more offensive firepower. 

The Denver Broncos were the first 11-5 
team not to make the playoffs. The Broncos 
have a solid defense. and their offense, guid- 
ed by John Elway, continues to improve. 
Seattle, so close in 1984, slipped to 8-8, de- 
spite the return of its superb running back. 
Curt Warner. 

So. any number of the “°27 others” ap- 
pears loaded for Bear, Better make that 27 
plus one — The NFL Factor. 
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AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


EASTERN DIVISION 





How good is the AFC East? Well, New Eng- 
land, which could manage only a third-place 
finish within the division last season, ad- 
vanced all the way to Super Bowl XX, 


MIAMI—When you have Don Shula its 
the head coach, Dan Marino as the quarter- 
back. and the Marks Brothers—Duper and 
Clayton—as wide receivers, what more do 
you need? How about a defense? 

The Dolphins finished twenty-third in the 
league in total defense And it got worse in 
the playoffs as Cleveland ran for 251 yards 
and New England for 255, 

Shula could stand to get a bit more mile- 
age out of his own running game to comple- 
ment an outstanding passing attack. Tony 
Nathan (667 yards, 72 catches) is a solid all- 
purpose back. Ron Davenport, a sixth-round 
draft choice in 1985, developed into a power- 
ful short-yardage rusher at fullback, An- 
other rookie, top draft choice Lorenzo Hamp- 
ton, Showed promise with 369 vards, 

Marino had another marvelous season, 
passing for 4,137 yards and 30 touchdowns, 
In Clayton (70 catches for 996 yards) and 
Duper (35 for 650), he has great speed and 
skill at wide receiver. Nat Moore, who turns 
35 this September, caught 51 passes last sea- 
son, filling in when Duper was hurt, Tight 
end ts shared by Bruce Hardy, Dan Johnson. 
and Joe Rose. 

No offensive line protects the passer bet- 
ter than the group of tackles Jon Giesler and 
Cleveland Green, guards Roy Foster and 
Ronnie Lee. and center Dwight Stephenson, 

The defensive line of left end Doug Bet- 
ters, nose tackle Mike Charles. and right 
end Kim Bokamper has problems rushing 
the passer. Only seven teams had fewer 
sacks than the Dolphins’ 38. 

Hugh Green, acquired in a trade from Tam- 
pa Bay last season. is an outside linebacker 
of all-pro caliber, and Bob Brudzinski is an 
old pro on the left side. Shula’s worries are 
inside, where youngsters Jay Brophy and 
Jackie Shipp must improve. Mark Brown 
will compete with Brophy and Shipp. 

The defensive backfield has Pau! Lank- 
ford and William Judson at the corners, 
Glenn Blackwood at strong safety, and 
young Bud Brown, the Dolphins” leader in 
solo tackles, at free safety. 

The kicking, with placekicker Fuad Reveiz 
and punter Reggie Roby, is excellent. Re- 
veiz, Who made 22 of 27 field goals as a 
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Mark Clayton caught 70 passes in 1985. 


rookie, was a key addition. Roby’s average 
of 43.7 vards was second in the NFL. 


NEW YORK JETS—When the Jets lost to 
New England 26-14 in the AFC Wild Card 
Game, coach Joe Walton told his players: 
This isn't the end, it’s just the beginning.” 

Walton may be right. He was one of the 
few people who thought the Jets could make 
a quick turnaround from their dismal 7-9 sea- 
sons of 1983-84. Sure enough, New York fin- 
ished 11-5 and made the playoffs. 

The big problem— quarterback —was 
solved last year when Ken O'Brien, in his 
third season, lived up to his pre-draft billing 
as one of the Icague’s best prospects. He 
passed for 3,888 yards and 25 touchdowns 
and led the NFL with a rating of 96,2. 

O'Brien's receivers— Wesley Walker, Al 
Toon, Kurt Sohn. JoJo Townsell, and tight 
end Mickey Shuler—are excellent athletes. 

Walker. one of the NFL’s premier deep 
threats. averaged 21.3 vards on 34 recep- 
tions. Toon, the Jets’ number-one draft 
choice in 1985, caught 46. Sohn was a sur- 
prise with 39 catches. Shuler caught 76. 

When he ts healthy, Freeman McNeil is 
one of the game's great backs, and Johnny 
Hector, his backup, 1s solid (S72 yards). 

The offensive line slipped last season, al- 
lowing 62 sacks. Marvin Powell, who was 
released, must be replaced at right tackle, 


Al Meserructirninll 


The unit should include Reggie McElroy on 
the left, along with center Joe Ficlds, and 
guards Jim Sweeney and Dan Alexander. 
Under the direction of new defensive coor- 
dinator Bud Carson, New York's defense 
went from twenty-first in the NFL to eighth, 
Lett end Mark Gastineau again was the de- 
fensive leader, He didn’t start until the fitth 
gume because of a broken thumb, but fin- 
ished second in the AFC in sacks with 13%. 
Joe Kiecko found a home at nose tackle, and 
made all-pro. Barry Bennett (7' sacks) al- 
ternates at right end with Marty Lyons. 
Linebackers Charles Jackson and Bob 
Crable on the outside, and Lance Mehl and 
Kyle Clifton inside, had a productive year, 
Working behind a fine pass rush, the sec- 
ondary of Bobby Jackson and Russell Carter 
at the comers. Kirk Springs at strong salcty, 
and Harry Hamilton at free safety needs to 
become more productive. Veteran corner- 
back Johnny Lynn is an able reserve, 
Placekicker Pat Leahy (26 of 34 field 
goals, including his last 12 in a row) was scc- 
ond in the AFC tn scoring. bul veteran 
punter Dave Jennings was a distant thir- 
teenth in the AFC with a 40.2 average. 


NEW ENGLAND—Since the Patriots’ dra- 
matic on-the-road-again wild-card rise to 
Super Bowl XX and their eventual 46-10 
loss to the Bears, much has been made of 
their off-the-field problems, allegedly involv- 
ing drug use among several players. But 
coach Raymond Berry believes the air has 
been cleared and that the problems are over. 

Berry's biggest on-the-ficid problem may 
be deciding which quarterback to play. Will 
it be Tony Eason, the sometimes-impressive 
youngster who passed for 2.156 yards and 
1! touchdowns, but also tossed 17 intercep- 
tions? Or will it be Steve Grogan, the 33- 
year-old veteran who was brilliant in lead- 
ing the team to Six consecutive victories 
after Eason was hurt? 

The running game was superb in 1985, 
especially when it mvolved Craig James, 
who came of age and gamed 1,227 yards. 
Running back Tony Collins took on more 
blocking duties, and handled them well. 

Among receivers, Stanley Morgan re- 
mains a solid deep threat (39 catches, 


New England's powerful running game 
revolves around Craig James, whose 
1,227 yards ranked third in the AFC. 
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Joe Klecko (73): strength in the middle. 


19.5-yard average), while Irving Fryar in- 
creased his production from |1 catches as a 
rookie to 39 in °85. Tight end was a bright 
spot last season, with Derrick Ramsey catch- 
ing 28 passes and Lin Dawson adding 17. 

The offensive line, featuring, from left to 
right, tackle Brian Holloway, guard John 
Hannah, center Pete Brock, guard Ron 
Wooten, and tackle Steve Moore, returns in- 
tact. It was one of the league's best in 1985. 

As the defensive pieces came together last 
fall, the Patriots improved by the week, de- 
spite the loss of end Ken Sims, who finally 
was playing like one of the best linemen in 
the NFL before he broke his left leg late in 
the season. Rookie Garin Veris stepped in 
on the left side and made a big impact with 
10 sacks and some clutch plays. But Sims 
will be back this season, and he will fit in 
well with nose tackle Lester Williams. End 
Julius Adams has retired, and he will be re- 
placed by either Veris or Toby Williams. 

The linebacking corps is extremely active 
and physical, Andre Tippett, whose 16 
sacks was tops in the AFC and second in the 
NFL, ts a force. Tippett gets plenty of help 
from Steve Nelson and Larry McGrew in- 
side, and one of the NFL’s best-kept secrets, 
Don Blackmon, on the other side. 

Not many teams in the league have a more 
productive secondary than the Patriots. The 
unit is comprised of cornerbacks Raymond 
Clayborn and Ronnie Lippett, strong safety 
Roland James, and free safety Fred Marion. 

Punter Rich Camarillo (42.9 average) and 
placekicker Tony Franklin (24 of 30 field 
goals) provide an excellent kicking game. 


INDIANAPOLIS —The Colts were a better 
team in 1985 (3-11) than they were in 1984 
(4-12). but you'd never know it by the stand- 
ings (fourth in the AFC East both years). 
Coach Rod Dowhower, starting his sec- 
ond season, is building, but building takes 
time when you're starting from scratch. 
A set quarterback might help. The likely 
starter is Gary Hogeboom (978 yards passing 
last season), who was acquired from Dallas, 
The running game was the best in the 
AFC last season. Randy MeMillan (858 
yards, 4.5 average) and George Wonsley 
(716 yards, 5.2) had outstanding seasons, 





Tony Tomsic 


Dowhower can use help at wide receiver. 
where production has been poor for years, 
Matt Bouza’s 27 receptions led the wide re- 
ceivers. Wayne Capers (25 catches for ateam- 
high 438 yards, 17.5 average) was a real 
find after signing as a free agent. Tight end 
at Beach, who missed all of 1984 (broken 
ankle) led the club with 36 receptions, 

There's a promising offensive line, led by 
left tackle Chris Hinton, a Pro Bow! choice. 
and including left guard Ben Utt, center Ray 
Donaldson, right guard Ron Solt. and right 
tackle Karl Baldischwiler. 

On defense. a pass rush is needed to aid a 
decent group of linebackers and defensive 
backs. Nose tackle Brad White had only one 
sack in 1985, Left end Donnell Thompson 
had only four, Right end Chris Scott led the 
linemen in sacks with five. 

The lincbacking combination of Cliff 
Odom and Barry Krauss inside, and Johnie 
Cooks and Duane Bickett outside, has a 
bright future. Bickett, the first draft choice, 
led with six sacks and was the Associated 
Press NFL defensive rookie of the year. 

Cornerback Eugene Dantel made one all- 
pro team after tying for the AFC lead in inter- 
ceptions with eight. Preston Davis starts at 
the other corner. Nesby Glasgow is an excel- 
lent strong safety, Anthony Young, a rookie 
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vs. AFC East 


vs. AFC 


i 


at Home 


on Road 


Points (NFL Rank) 26.8 (4) 


Opp. Points (NFL Rank) 20.0 (72) 


Yards (NFL Rank) 365.2 (6) 


Opp. Yards (NFL Rank) 


Rushing Yards (NFL Rank) 108.1 (78) 


Opp. Rush. Yards (NFL Rank) 


Passing Yards (NFL Rank) 
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Turnover +/— (NFL Rank) 
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141.0 (23) 


4 (22) | 203.5 (16) 


0 (13) 


in 1985, became a starter at free safety and 
forced six fumbles, 

Rohn Stark was the AFC Pro Bowl 
punter, leading the NFL with a 45.9 aver- 
age. Placekicker Raul Allegre tailed off a 
bit, hitting 16 of 26 field goals. 


BUFFALO—Like the Colts, the Bills seem 
stuck in a division where the flight of stairs 
leading out of the basement is mighty steep. 
Coach Hank Bullough ts taking it one step at 
a time. 
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Jim Tamer 


SEHIND THE DRAFT 


indianapolis filled its most pressing need 
by making a deal with Dallas for veteran 
quarierback Gary Hogeboom the day be- 
fore the draft. So, with their first-round selec- 
tion, the Colts took Jon Hand, Alabama's 
6-6, 260-pound defensive end who can 
run. Hand is projected as a future star, 
though Indianapolis is hoping for some 
immediate returns; the Colt's defensive line 
recorded only 18 sacks last season. In the 
second round, seeking some quarterback 
insurance, the Colts drafted Jack Trudeau 
of Illinois. In three years as a starter, Tru- 
deau accumulated more than 8,000 passing 
yards and 51 touchdowns. Indianapolis 
took Bill Brooks, a wide receiver out of Bos- 
ton University, in the fourth round, Last 
year, Brooks caught 79 passes for 1,210 
yards and 11 touchdowns, 

Nearly everybody thought Buffalo would 
gO into the draft looking for a fullback or of- 
fensive linemen, The Bills fooled a few peo- 
ple when they used the first of their two 
number-one choices to take Ronnie Har- 
mon, lowa's all-purpose back who rushed 
for 1,236 yards and caught 60 passes for 
699 more last season, With their second 
pick in the first round, they selected Will 
Wolford, a 6-4%, 275-pound tackle out of 
Vanderbilt. The Bills went for another offen- 
sive lineman in the third round, drafting 
South Carolina center Leonard Burton. 
They finally got their fullback in the fifth 
round when they selected Cari Byrum of 
Mississippi Valley State. 

The New York Jets went into the draft 
looking for offensive linemen, and they 
weren't disappointed. In the first round, 
they took Mike Haight, a tackle out of lowa 
who may wind up at guard, With their sec- 
ond pick, they acquired Texas A&M's Doug 
Williams (6-5, 290), one of the most highly 
prized offensive tackles in the draft. In the 
next three rounds, the Jets went after line- 
backers, taking Texas Tech's Tim Craw- 
ford, Penn State's Rogers Alexander, and 
Washington's Ron Hadley. 

Talent-rich New England wasn't in dire 
need of too much, Running backs certainly 
didn't seem to be one of their needs, but 
the Patriots, going for the best athlete avail- 
able, selected Reggie Dupard, who, des- 
pite splitting playing time at SMU, rushed 
for 1.278 yards last year. In the second 
round, the Patriots stayed at home with 
their first pick, drafting nose tackle Mike 
Ruth of Boston College. With a second pick 
in the second round, they grabbed Vencie 
Glenn, a highly regarded safety out of In- 
diana State. 

Miami used up its first-round pick and 


one of its seconds a year ago in the trade 


with Tampa Bay for linebacker Hugh 
Green, With the second-round selection 
they had retained, the Dolphins got some in- 


side defensive help, choosing Western 
Michigan linebacker John Offerdahi, who 
had an impressive postseason. The Dol- 
phins used their third-round choice on 
T.J. Turner. Houston's 6-4, 275-pound 
defensive tackle. Looking for some securi- 
ty at wide receiver, Miami used its fourth- 
round choice on James Pruitl, Cal State- 
Fullerton’s number-two all-time pass catch- 
er (74). 


1986 Draft Choices 

BUFFALO 

Round Player Position College 
h Ronnie Harman AB lowe 
1 Will Wolford T Vanderbilt 
3 Leonard Burton G South Carolina 
5. Carl Byrum RB Missiseippl Vallay 
7. Bob Williams TE Penn State 
7. Mark Pike DT Goorgia Toon 
7, Butch Rolle TE Michigan State 
6, Tony Furjanic LB Notre Dame 
3. Reggie Bynum WA Oregon State 

10. Guy Teafatiler NT Wderearts 

11, Tony Garbarcryk NT Wako Forest 

Tt. Bally Wet DE North Alabama 

12. Bran McClure 08 Bowling Groen 

12. Deresx Christan LS Veet Virgirua 

INDIANAPOLIS 
tL. JonHand DE Alabang 
Z. Jack Trupeau 03 ts | 
4. £3 Groo«s. WA Boston U 
5 Scott Kefiar DE Nerthern likrges 
& Gary Wake c Boston U 
7. Steve 0 Maley NT Saorthern Ieceg 
7 Chas White * are 
' Tommy Sms Da Tennessee 
5 © Trefi Hooper 08 Mempfes State 
% SobBrove T Syracuse 

+0, Pete Anderson G George 

t2 Steve Wade DT Varutertalt 

Tz. isaac Wilkams OT Flonda State 

NEW YORK JETS. 

Round Player Position College 
1. Mike Haight T low 
m: Doug Williams T Toxas AAM 
= Tim Crawford LB Toxas Tech 
4, Rogers Alexander LB Ponn State 
5.  RonHadley LB Washington 
7. Bob White T Rhode Inland 
8, Robert Ducksworth OB 50, Mississippl 
9. NuuFaaocla RB Maw 

10. Carl Carr LB North Carolina 

11, Vince Amoia RB Arizona State 

12, SalCesario T Cal Poly-SLO 

MIAMI 

Round Player Pesition College 
2. John Otferdah! LB Western Miongan 
3. Tid: Tumer DT Houston 
4 James Pruntt WR Cai Stato-Fullerton 
5. Kevin Wyatt Dé ATSaCSa4 
6 Brent Sowell DT Alabama 
Fr. Larry Kohe L6 Oh State 
] Jomn Stuart T Tewas 
6. Reyna Thompsan 08 Bayo 

16. Jef Wickersham Os LSu 

tt. Armaid Frans TE North Carona 

rs Ficaey som FG Norm Carcina State 

NEW ENGLAND 

Round Piayer Position eg 

1. Hegpe Dupard ae SMU 
2 Mike Ruth NT Boston College 
2 Vere Glenn DB Indra State 
4. Scott Geeseiman TE Boston College 
5 Greg Robinson G Cal State-Sacramento 
7. Ray McDonald WR Flonda 
7. Brent Willams DE Toledo 
6. Greg Baty TE Stantord 
5, George Calton 6 Maryland 
10, Cletis Jones RB Florida State 
+1, Gene Thomas WA Poitic 
12. Don McAulay K Syracuse 





In his rebuilding scheme, Bullough is 
grooming a quarterback. His name is Bruce 
Mathison and he has a world of talent, but 
few starting quarterbacks in NFL history 
have had less experience. In two seasons 
with San Diego, Mathison threw five pass- 
es’ Taking over for Vince Ferragamo in 
week 9, he passed for 1.635 yards and ran 
for 231 on just 27 carries. 

The running game has great possibilities, 
Greg Bell, who rushed for 883 yards and 
caught 58 passes last season, is one of the 
NFL's best young backs. Joe Cribbs re- 
turned from the USFL and picked up 399 
yards. 

Bullough was pleased with his receivers, 
Jerry Butler, back from a severe knee in- 





Alan Schwan 


Jim Haslett is a dependable linebacker. 


jury, made a tremendous recovery with 41 
catches for 770 yards (18.8 average), while 
rookie Andre Reed caught 48 passes. Steady 
tight end Eason Ramson made 37 catches, 
the most by a Bills tight end since 1977, 

The offensive line of left tackle Ken 
Jones, left guard Jim Ritcher, center Will 
Grant, right guard Tim Vogler, and right 
tackle Joe Devlin, returns. 

Defensively, the line is a strong point, 
Right end Bruce Smith, the top pick in the 
1985 draft, is a real talent. He started slow- 
ly, but made steady progress, especially as a 
pass rusher. Fred Smerlas wrote the book on 
how to play nose tackle, and Ben Williams 
anchors the left end position. 

There is experience at linebacker, with 
Jim Haslett and Eugene Marve—the team 
leaders im tackles—on the inside. and Lucius 
Sanford and Guy Frazier on the outside. 

Veteran cornerback Charles Romes might 
be the best NFL player you've never heard 
of, He intercepted seven passes last scason, 
and now has started 124 consecutive games. 
Bullowgh 1s looking for great things from 
Dernck Burroughs. a rookie starter in 1985, 
ut the other corner, Strong safety Steve Free- 
man, who has started 147 games in a row, is 
a tough old pro, and Martin Bayless is devel- 
oping into a good free safety. 

Punter John Kidd (41.5 average) set a 
league record by placing 33 punts inside the 
20-yard line. Scott Norwood ts a place- 
kicker with promise, After signing as a free 
agent, he made his first 10 field goals, 





Exceeds the minimum daily adult requirement 
for driving excitement. 
Introducing Grand Am SE. Aerodynamic. Monochromatic. 


With a 3.0 liter multi-port fuel injected V6 and a rally tuned suspension that knows what to 
do with a road. Drive one often for fast relief from boredom. 


PONTIAC GRAND AM 


WWE BUILD EXCITEMENT [eu] 








No one in the AFC Central could fashion a 
better record last season than Cleveland's 
8-8. Yet the Browns came within an eyelash 
of upsetting the Miami Dolphins in an AFC 
Divisional Playoff Game. This division con- 
tains some of the most exciting players and 
wide-open offenses in the NFL. 


CLEVELAND—Some people consider the 
Browns the team to watch in the NFL. Cleve- 
land is young, extremely talented defensive- 
ly, and building around a budding star at 
quarterback. Only Miami's fourth-quarter 
comeback kept the Browns from a playoff 
victory over the Dolphins at the Orange 
Bowl. 

The key for coach Marty Schottenheimer, 
who has placed the offense entirely in new 
coordinator Lindy Infante’s hands, Is cele- 
brated second-year quarterback Bernie Ko- 
sar. After serving a brief apprenticeship to 
veteran Gary Danielson, Kosar took over 
when Danielson hurt his shoulder and start- 
ed 10 games. He gained valuable experience 
and had some memorable moments, passing 
for 1,578 yards and eight touchdowns. 

The fact that superb tight end Ozzie New- 
some (62 catches) was his only real receiv- 
ing target didn’t help. The Browns desperate- 
ly need wide receivers with speed. Brian 
Brennan (32 receptions) is a possession-type 
receiver. Part of the solution may lie with 
3-9, 170-pound Clarence Weathers (16 
catches for 449 yards, an eye-popping 
28.1-yard average), who showed flashes of 
brilliance alter his acquisition from New Eng- 
land. Another possibility is Canadian Foot- 
ball League standout Terry Greer. whose 
rights were acquired in an offseason trade 
with the Rams. 

Cleveland's running game was among the 
best in the NFL last fall. It produced a pair 
of 1,000-yard backs in newcomer Kevin 
Mack (1.104 yards and a Pro Bowl appear- 
ance) and Earnest Byner (1.002). Opening 
holes for the running backs is a talented of- 
fensive line consisting of tackles Rickey Bol- 
den and Cody Risien, guards George Lilja 
and Dan Fike, and center Mike Baab. 

The defense, ranked among the top 10 in 
the league for the past three seasons, ap- 
pears to be as sound as any in the AFC. And 
highly regarded Dave Adolph, after a year 
in San Diego, 1s back in Cleveland as defen- 
sive coordinator, 

On the line, nose tackle Bob Golic went 
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to the Pro Bowl. Improving Reggie Camp 
and 33-year-old Carl Hairston are the ends. 
Few teams can match the linebacking com- 
bination of Chip Banks and Clay Matthews 
(who subbed for Banks in the Pro Bowl) on 
the outside, and Tom Coustneau and under- 
rated Eddie Johnson on the inside. 

The secondary is good and should get bet- 
ter. Free safety Don Rogers, one of the 
game's great hitters, and cornerback Han- 
ford Dixon, an excellent cover man, were 
Pro Bowl alternates. Left corner Frank Min- 
nifield and strong safety Al Gross also are 
coming off fine seasons. 

In the kicking department. Matt Bahr 
made 14 of 18 field goals and all 35 of his 
PATs. Punter Jeff Gossett (40.3 average) 
kept alive his streak of never having had a 
kick blocked tn his professional career (372 
chances). 


CINCINNATI—Opponents beware: The 
Bengals are armed and dangerous. **There’s 
a healthy respect for the Cincinnati Ben- 
gals,"" coach Sam Wyche says, and accurate- 
ly. Not convinced? Just ask Dallas coach 
Tom Landry, whose team was cut up 50-24 
in week I4 by the Bengals* buzz saw. 

To make the playoffs this season, the Ben- 
gals must find a way to get off to a faster 
start. The past two years their first seven 
games have produced records of 1-6 (1984) 
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Boomer Esiason: big, strong, talented. 


RAL DIVISION 
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and 2-5 (1985). They wound up 8-8 and 7-9, 

The main reason for optimism in Cincin- 
nati this season is the continued develop- 
ment of quarterback Boomer Esiason, The 
big left-hander passed for 3.443 yards and 
27 touchdowns last season, and was. inter- 
cepted just 12 times. Esiason’s quarterback 
rating of 93.2 ranked second in the NEL. 
Under his able direction, the offense scored 
441 points, best in the club’s history. 

The running game played a secondary 
role in the offense, but still was well-bal- 
anced and productive. James Brooks is an ex- 
plosive back who rushed for 929 yards and 
also caught 55 passes. Larry Kinnebrew 
(714 yards) is the biggest fullback (255 
pounds) in football, at least when William 
(The Refrigerator) Perry is on defense. 

The offensive line, anchored by 6-6, 
278-pound left tackle Anthony Munoz (five 
consecutive Pro Bowls), allowed a higher- 
than-expected 4] sacks in 1985. Munoz’s 
equally massive linemates include left guard 
Brian Blados (6-4, 295), center Dave Rim- 
ington (6-3, 288), right guard Max Montoya 
(6-5, 275), and right tackle Mike Wilson 
(6-5, 271). 

Esiason has some tremendous receivers in 
Cris Collinsworth (65 catches, 1,125 yards) 
and Eddie Brown (33 for 942), who made a 
big impact as a rookie. The tight end is Rod- 
nev Holman (38 catches). 

The defense, however, needs work, Cin- 
cinnali’s opponents scored 437 points, attack- 
ing effectively both by land and by air. 

The line is a mix of experience and youth, 
with young star Tim Krumrie in the mid- 
dle and veterans Eddie Edwards and Ross 
Browner on the ends. But the Bengals. must 
improve their puss rush (40 sacks). 

Some playmakers are needed at lineback- 
er. where Jeff Schuh and [0-year veteran 
Reggie Williams started on the outside, join- 
ing rookie Carl Zander and veteran Glenn 
Cameron on the inside, 

The secondary features cornerback Louts 
Breeden, a solid veteran who'll turn 33 this 
fall. At the other corner is Ray Horton, a hit- 
ter. Free safety James Griffin led with seven 
interceptions, and backup Robert Jackson 
had six. The strong safety figures to be Bob- 
by Kemp. 


Cleveland's Chip Banks, in pursuit of a 
Bengal, is one of the premier outside line- 
backers in the NFL. 


VWalcolm Emmons 
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MOVE IT 
OR 
LOSE IT. 


Five yards doesn’t seem like much 
from the stands. And it isn’t, really. On 
the street it’s a tight parking space. 
The kind they make bumpers for. 

But on the field it’s another matter 
altogether. If you think it’s easy to 
push that odd-shaped hunk of pigskin 
five yards through fifteen hundred 
determined pounds of human flesh, 
you ought to go out and try it some 
time. Just for laughs. 

It’s the fourth quarter, the third 
down, and the seconds are ticking 
away fast. Following the game plan 
has kept it close, but suddenly the 
defense is doing things no one has 
ever seen before. 

Decisions have to be made, and 
quick adjustments. Five yards and a 
cloud of dust? How about a short pass 
to the flat? Or maybe go for broke and 
drop the bomb? 

Situations like this make you glad 
you're just a Monday morning: quar- 
terback. But come Monday morning 
you have some pretty tough business 
decisions of your own. Which informa- 
tion and networking systems? Which 
telephones and long distance ser- 
vices? What computers? 

Such decisions are less sublime 
perhaps, but also less forgiving. For in 
the world of business, every quarter 
ean be the last. 

AT&T. The right choice. 

1 800 247-1212. 
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Louis Lipps: two years, two Pro Bowls. 


Veteran placekicker Jim Breech (24 of 33 
field goals) finished third in the AFC in scor- 
ing with 120 points. Punter Pat MecInally 
was fifth inthe AFC with a 42.3 average. 


PITTSBURGH —In 1985, the Steelers 
failed to finish above .500 (7-9) for the first 
time since 1971. The four Super Bow] victor- 
ies of the 1970s seemed light vears away. 

Fact is, the Steelers simply are not as 
good as they used to be. This isn’t a particu- 
larly young team, either, nor is ita deep one 
that can afford many injuries. And yet, there 
still is legitimate hope that it can be a divi- 
sional champion. 

Offensively, the Steelers stayed with their 
ball-control philosophy, The problem was, 
Pittsburgh completed just 49 percent of its 
passes. Mark Malone figures to be the start- 
Ing quarterback, Last fall, Malone (1,428 
yards passing) split time with David Wood- 
ley (1,357 yards), But Malone threw twice 
as many touchdown passes (13-6) and made 
fewer mistakes. 

Pittsburgh doesn’t have a great running 
back. or even one with sprinter’s speed. The 
Starters are a pair of grind-it-out types. both 
from Baylor University —Frank Pollard 
(991 yards) and Walter Abercrombie (851). 
Rich Erenberg, cut out of the same mold, is 
a capable reserve. 

The Steelers need no help at wide receiv- 
er, where Louis Lipps, John Stallworth, and 
Calvin Sweeney make up an exceptional 
group, At 34, Stallworth (75 catches for 937 
yards) seems to be getting better with age. 
Lipps is simply sensational. He was the 
AFC rookie of the year and a Pro Bowl pick 
in 1984. Then he followed that with a sopho- 


Jerry Pinkus 





jured reserve his entire rookie season). The 
tentative starters are tackles Ray Pinney and 
Tunch I/kin, guards Terry Long and Emil 
Boures (or Craig Wolfley), and center Mike 
Webster, a.k.a. Mr. Reliable. Webster, 
34, has appeared in cight consecutive Pro 
Bowls. He hasn't missed an offensive play 
of any kind in six years. 

Despite a late-season slump, the Pitts- 
burgh defense ranked second in the AFC. 
The line features Edmund Nelson, who 
missed 10 games with a calf injury, Keith 
Willis, and/or Keith Gary at ends, Willis 
led the team in sacks with the low total of 
5%. The nose tackles are veterans Gary 
Dunn and John Goodman. 

The linebacking corps is one of the best 
around, with speedy Mike Merriweather 
(two Pro Bowls in a row) and second-year 
man Gregg Carr on the outside, and David 
Little, the team’s top tackler, and Robin 
Cole on the inside. Bryan Hinkle is a solid 
swing player, 

Strong safety Donnie Shell, the AFC's 
leading active interceptor with 47, is back in 
the secondary for his thirteenth season. Rick 
Woods and Eric Williams will compete at 
free safety. Dwayne Woodruff and Harvey 
Clayton are the cornerbacks. 

Pittsburgh could use a more productive 
punter. Harry Newsome averaged just 39.6 
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yards per kick—last in the AFC—in his 
rookie season. Placekicker Gary Anderson 
(33 of 42 field goals) was the AFC’s leading 
scorer for the third-consecutive season. He's 
been to the Pro Bowl two years in a row, 
and is as good as they come. 


HOUSTON —The Oilers are starting over— 
sort of—with former defensive coordinator 
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Houston is counting on Butch Woolfolk. 
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more season that included 59 catches for 
|,134 yards, 12 touchdowns, and another 
Pro Bowl assignment. Lipps also ranked 
third in the NFL in punt-return average 
(12.1). Tight ends Bennie Cunningham 
and Preston Gothard combined for only 11 
catches last season. 

The offensive line, traditionally a Steelers 
strong point, should be solid again, helped 
by a pair of draft choices from 1985—tackle 
Mark Behning and center Dan Turk (on in- 
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BEHIND THE DRAFT 


Houston went into the draft with a need for 
linebackers and wide receivers, but ultimate- 
ly couldn't pass up a blue-chip quarterback 
prospect. With the third overall pick, the 
Oiters selected Purdue's Jim Everett, who 
has the right size (6-5, 208), a powerful 
arm, and some mobility. Last fall, Everett 
completed 63 percent of his passes for 
3,651 yards and 23 touchdowns. How he 
will work out on a team thal already has 
veteran Warren Moon at quarterback re- 
mains to be seen. In the second round, the 
Oilers filled a need with diminutive Ernest 
Givins, a speedy 5-9 wide receiver out of 
Louisville. In round three, they drafted Al- 
len Pinkett, Notre Dame's all-time leading 
ground gainer (4,131 yards), Houston went 
into the draft hoping to get a tight end, and 
it found one in round five—Jelf Parks of Au- 
burn. Then the Oilers added another run- 
ning back in Ray Wallace from Purdue. 

Pittsburgh, hoping for a draft as produc- 
tive as some of their famous ones in the 
1970s, entered this one needing help on 
the offensive line, the area in which the 
draft was considered strongest. With the 
ninth pick overall, the Steelers took Tempie 
guard John Rienstra (6-4, 280), one of the 
drafts most-coveted linemen. In round two, 
they selected Gerald Williams, a defensive 
end out of Auburn with the speed to devel- 
op into a top pass rusher, The Steelers 
picked Walter Brister, a quarterback from 
Northeast Louisiana, on the third round 
Brister once played professional baseball, 
but he dropped the sport after developing 
arm problems, He passed for 2,880 yards 
and 17 touchdowns as a senior, In the 
fourth round, the Steelers didn't have to go 
far, selecting Bill Callahan, a safety from 
the University of Pittsburgh, In the fifth 
round, Pittsburgh added another defensive 
back in Erroll Tucker of Utah. 

Cincinnati made no pretense about its 
needs—defensive help, The Bengals ap- 
pear to have obtained some in Joe Kelly, 
Washington's super-quick outside lineback- 
er. Wilh their other first-round choice, the 
Bengals took Tennessee wide receiver Tim 
McGee. who last season caught 50 passes 
for 947 yards and seven touchdowns. Cin- 
cinnati quickly went back to defense, select- 
ing North Alabama cornerback Lewis Bil- 
lups in round two, and then using its three 
third-round choices on Nebraska defensive 
tackle Jim Skow (6-3, 245), Michigan defen- 
sive lackle Mike Hammerstein (6-3, 250), 
and Arizona Stale safety David Fulcher. 
Fulcher (6-3, 230), who was thought by 
some to be a first-round talent, was given 
permission to enter the draft after being de- 
clared academically ineligible for his upcom- 
ing senior season. Fulcher had redshirted 
his freshman year. The Bengals moved 
back onto offense for the next two choices, 


going for Michigan tight end Eric Kattus 
and a quarterback from Long Beach State, 
Doug Gaynor. 

For the second consecutive year, Cleve- 
land was without a first-round pick, having 
given the choice to Buffalo in 1985 in ex- 
change for the rights to take quarterback 
Bernie Kosar in the supplemental draft. In 
fact, the Browns had just one choice in the 
first four rounds and two in the first six. In 
round two, they selected wide receiver Web- 
ster Slaughter, a pass-catching whiz out of 
San Diego State (82 catches, 1,071 yards, 
10 touchdowns). They drafted Nick Miller, 
a linebacker from Arkansas, in the fifth 
round, and made Illinois State offensive 
tackle Jim Meyer (6-5, 288) thelr choice In 
round seven. The Browns picked up quar- 
terback insurance on round seven by tak- 
ing Mike Norseth from Kansas. 


1986 Draft Choices 
HOUSTON 
Round Player Position College 
1 Jen Everett 08 Purlve 
2 Emest Gans Wh Lourtw tie 
| Allan Pineett AB Notre Dame 
5 Jet Pares TE Auburn 
6 Fay Wallace AB Purdue 
] Larry Grtin De Nertn Cargera 
9 Bob Seong i6 Tanase 
10 Don Sommer G Torat-E! Paso 
11 Mark Cochran T Baylor 
12. (GChucs Banks Ap West Virgrvuea Tech 
PITTSBURGH 
Round Player Position Calloge 
+, John Aienstra 3 Tomple 
Gerald Willams DE Auburn 
3 Walter Brester 08 NE, Louisana 
4 Bel Callanan Ds Pittsburgh 
5 Erroll Tucker De With 
5, Brent Jones TE Santa Claro 
6. Domingo Bryant DB Tewas A&M 
7. Radney Carter AB Purdue 
B Cap Bose TE thine 
9 Anthony Henton La Troy Stato 
10 Warran Seitz WR Minaouri 
11 Larry Stabon LB lowa 
12 Nine Wilkams LB Tulsa 
CINCINNATI 
Round Player Position College 
1 Joe Kelly LB Wastungtan 
’ Tn MeGee WA Tennessee 
2 Lews Suns DB North Alabama 
3 Jim Seow DE Nobraséa 
3, Mike Hammersioin = OT Mechugan 
KF Dawd Futcner De Arona Slate 
4. Enc Mattus TE Nichgan 
4. Doug Gaynor Ca Long Beach Stato 
5. Leon Whte 18 Ayu 
6. Gary Hun DB Memphis Stato 
7 Pat Frankin Re SW Tews Site 
| David Deugias 6G Tennessea 
9.  GaryWhifingham 15 BYU 
10. Jef Shaw NT Salern, Wi. Va. 
11 Tim Stone T Kansas State 
11 Tom Flaherty L8 Northwestern 
12 Steve Bradiey CB indiana 
CLEVELAND 
Round Piayer Position College 
2 Webster Slaughter WR San Deego State 
5 Nece Miller LB Arsansan 
7. dJdimMeyer T Wino State 
7, Mike Norseth O68 Kansas 
9. Danny Taylor DB Tosas-E} Paso 
bt) Witla Smith TE Miami 
11 Randy Dausin G Towns ASM 
te King Simmons 08 Towas Tech 





Jerry Glanville, who served as interim head 
coach for the final two games of I985, re- 
placing Hugh Campbell. Houston lost those 
two games, finishing 5-11. 

Still, some believe Glanville has the tal- 
ent to make a run at the division champion- 
ship, The Oilers can start by cutting down 
on mistakes. Last season, Houston turned 
the ball over 63 times (4] fumbles), the see- 
ond-highest total in the AFC. 

The Oilers’ offense dropped off a notch 
last year. Quarterback Warren Moon. after 
throwing for 3,338 yards in 1984, fell to 
2,709 yards and 19 interceptions last sea- 
son, Then again, his protection broke down 
repeatedly. Houston quarterbacks were 
sacked 58 times, fourth-worst in the NFL. 
Rookie Jim Everett, the number-one draft 
choice, will vie with Moon for playing time. 

The young offensive line, seemingly load- 
ed with talent, needs to come of age. Left 
yuard Mike Munchak was a Pro Bowl 
starter. Right tackle Bruce Matthews was 
close to that level. Right guard looks like a 
battle between John Schumacher and Dean 
Stcinkuhler. who missed 1985 with mjurics, 
while Harvey Salem is the starter at left 
tackle. Jim Romano ts the center, 

The running game must establish a pres- 
ence. Butch Woolfolk, acquired in a trade 
from the Giants, caught 80 passes, third- 
best in the AFC, and rushed for 392 yards. 
Former Heisman Trophy winner Mike Roz- 
ier led the Oilers in rushing with only 462 
yards. Big Larry Moriarty picked up 351 
yards, down from his 1984 total of 785. 

Little Drew Hill (5-9, 170), who was ac- 
quired from the Rams last year, became a 
starter at wide receiver and had a big season 
with 64 catches for 1,169 yards (18-3 aver- 
age) and nine touchdowns. The other starter, 
Tim Smith, dropped from 69 catches in 
1984 to 46 last season, Jamie Williams (39 
catches) is an active tight end, 

The defense ranked thirteenth in the AFC 
(dead last against the run), but still has poten- 
tial. End Ray Childress, the top draft choice 
of 1985. was in on 135 tackles and made sea- 
son-long progress. The other end is Jesse 
Baker, with Mike Stensrud at middle guard. 

There are holes aplenty at linebacker. 
Avon Riley is not one of them. however. He 
mude a successful transition from outside to 
inside. and led the Oilers in tackles with 147. 
Robert Abraham teams with Riley inside. 
The probable starters outside are Robert 
Lyles and Frank Bush, a starter as 2 rookie. 

In the secondary. smooth free safety Bo 
Eason is one of the best young defensive 
backs in the league. Strong safety Keith Bos- 
tic, a hard-hitter, tied for the team lead 
in sacks with 5%. The likely cornerback 
starters are Steve Brown (the interception 
leader with five) and Patrick Allen, 

The kicking game is a bright spot. Place- 
kicker Tony Zendejas had a fine season al- 
ter arriving via trade from Washington, He 
made 21 of 27 field-goal attempts. including 
8 of 10 from 40 yards or more, Punter Lee 
Johnson was outstanding as a rookre with his 
41.7 average, sixth-best in the AFC, 
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AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


WESTERN DIVISION 





From top to bottom, this division again 
looks like the most competitive in the NFL, 
and one that also presents @ great contrast in 
Styles. 


LOS ANGELES RAIDERS—The Raiders 
constantly say they are committed to excel- 
lence. They seem to practice what they 
preach because year alter year, they pro- 
duce. 

Not that this is a team without holes. 
There are those who will tell you that the 
Raiders advanced to the playoffs last year in 
spite of quarterback Mare Wilson and the 
lack of a workhorse wide receiver, 

Wilson took over when veteran Jim Plunk- 
ett separated his shoulder in week 3. Al- 
though Wilson’s team had a splendid year— 
winning its last six games to finish 12-4 he, 
by all accounts, did not as he, too, suffered 
with a partially separated shoulder, Wilson 
had a quarterback rating of 62.7, thirteenth 
in the AFC. There should be a battle be- 
tween Wilson, Plunkett, who'll turn 39 in 
December, and promising Rusty Hilger. 

There will be no battle at running back. 
Where marvelous Marcus Allen resides. Al- 
len was sensational in 1985, rushing for an 
NFL-leading 1.759 yards. catching 67 pass- 
es. and scoring I4 touchdowns, His com- 
bined yards (rushing and receiving) set an 
NEL record. 

There was limited production at wide re- 
ceiver. where Dokie Williams (48 catches. 
19.3 average) and top 1985 draft choice Jes- 
sie Hester (32 catches) started last year. Sure- 
handed tight end Todd Christensen is one of 
the NFL’s best possession-type receivers. 
He caught 82 passes for 987 yards. 

The offensive line finally settled into a reg- 
ular lineup by week 7. The 1986 starters fig- 
ure to be the same: tackles Bruce Davis and 
Henry Lawrence. guards Charley Hannah 
and Mickey Marvin, and 272-pound center 
Don Masebar. 

Defensively, the Raiders have few equals. 
Left end Howie Long may be the best defen- 
sive player in the game. Young middle 
guard Bill Pickel led the club with 12% 
sacks. Sean Jones will replace Lyle Alzado, 
who has retired, at the other end. 

The linebackers are very physical, better 
against the run than the pass. Rod Martin 
and either 35-year-old Brad Van Pelt or for- 
mer Eagles all-pro Jerry Robinson are on the 
outside, with Matt Millen and Reggie Me- 
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John Elway has the Broncos moving. . 


Kenzie inside. McKenzie was the Raiders’ 
tenth-round rookie surprise last season, 

The two cornerbacks, Mike Haynes and 
Lester Hayes, are excellent one-on-one 
cover men. Safeties Mike Davis (strong) 
and Vann McElroy (tree) are a good tandem. 

Placekicker Chris Bahr 1s tough tn the 
clutch, though he converted only 20 of 32 
attempts overall, The amazing Ray Guy. be- 
ginning his fourteenth season, led the AFC 
in net punting average (36.3 yards). 


DENVER—The Broncos were the first NFL 
team ever to win 11 games—and miss the 
playoffs. 

— The offense improved from twenty-third 
In passing in 1984 to sixth in 1985, thanks 
mostly to quarterback John Elway. He 
passed for 3.89] yards and 22 touchdowns. 

The Broncos lack a gamebreaker at run- 
ning back. The “*committee’’ of runners tn- 
cludes Sammy Winder (714 yards), Gene 
Lang. Gerald Willhite, and second-year pro 
Steve Sewell. 

Thanks to the fine rookie season of Vance 
Johnson, the receiving corps improved con- 
siderably. Johnson, a burner, caught 5] 
passes. Steve Watson, only 29, is one of the 
game's great targets. James Wright and Clar- 
ence Kay share tight end duty. 

The offensive linc, a blend of experience 
and youth, improved in 1985, Bill Bryan is 
one of the league’s most underrated centers. 
His linemates include tackles Dave Studdard 
and Ken Lanier, and guards Keith Bishop 
and Paul Howard. 

The Broncos were fifth in the AFC last 
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season with 47 sacks, thanks in large part to 
right end Rulon Jones. who had 10 of the 
sacks and made the Pro Bowl. Bamey Cha- 
vous, still effective at age 35, starts opposite 
Jones. Another veteran, 33-year-old Rubin 
Carter. 1s the nose tackle. 

Long known for its superb linebackers, 
Denver has come up with another one in ver- 
satile Karl Mecklenburg, who starts inside. 
After two years of relative obscurity, Meck- 
lenburg emerged as a Pro Bowl starter. He 
led the Broncos with 13 sacks. He's joined 
by Steve Busick inside, and 14-year veteran 
Tom Jackson and Jim Ryan outside. Ricky 
Hunley may replace Jackson. 

Louis Wright, who played in his fifth Pro 
Bowl, is at left cornerback. Mike Harden, a 
fine player, starts on the right side but will 
be pressed by Mark Haynes, obtained in a 
draft-day trade with the New York Giants. 
Another Pro Bow! choice, Dennis Smith, 
is at strong safety, and Steve Foley at free. 

Placekicker Rich Karlis missed I5 field 
goals last season (he made 23). Punter Chris 
Norman had a 40.9 average. 


SEATTLE— After reaching the playotfs in 
each of coach Chuck Knox’s first two sea- 
sons in the Pacific Northwest. the Seahawks 
inexplicably slipped to 8-8 in 1985, 

More consistency at quarterback would 
help. With the return [ast season of top run- 
ning back Curt Warner. who missed virtual- 
lv all of the 1984 season with a severe knee 
injury, the Seahawks had visions of a Super 
Bowl. Quarterback Dave Krieg put together 
some good numbers again—3,602 yards 
and 27 touchdowns—but he also threw 20 
Interceptions. 

With the return of Warner (1,094 yards), 
the running game is set. But depth still 1s 
lacking. And Knox has expressed displea- 
sure with the play of his offensive line, 
which allowed a club-record 53 sacks last 
year, 

As usual, there are few problems ut wide 
receiver. Steve Largent is coming off the 
most productive season of his career (79 re- 
ceptions for a league-high 1,287 yards). 
Daryl Turner, who starts on the other side, 
is a touchdown machine. In two seasons he 
has scored 23 times, including 13 last year. 


The NFL's best running back may be 
smooth Marcus Allen, who rushed for 
1,759 yards and caught 67 passes. 





Rob Brown 
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FORD'S NEW DESIGN PHILOSOPHY. 


TO ANSWER YOUR NEEDS 


BY LISTENING TO 


WHAT YOU WANT. 


“THE GOAL WAS TO BE. 
BEST IN CLASS. 


Before Taurus took form, 
over 400 specific objectives 
were established. They 
included: seat belt comfort: 
the ease of opening doors, 
hood and trunk; the conven- 
ience of checking the oil. 





The idea: if we design each 
part to make Taurus casicr to 
use, then we will have de- 
signed a better vehicle overall. 


THE RESULT IS TAURUS. 
MOTOR TREND 
CAR OF THE YEAR. 

Motor Trend § Car of the 
Year award offers proof that 


Taurus’ philosophy works, 
Taurus is a front-wheel-drive 
sedan that is responsive and 
rewarding to drive. That offers 
thoughtful features to driver 
and passenger alike. A unique 
sedan where design and engi- 
neering come together in one 
functional unit. 


3YEAR UNLIMITED 
MILEAGE WARRANTY. 


The new 4-year unlimited 
mileage warranty covers major 
powertrain components on 
1986 Ford cars. Warranty is 
limited and certain deductibles 
apply. Ask to see the 3-year 
unlimited mileage warranty 
when you see your Ford Dealer. 





a 


Buckle up — Together we can save lives. 


BESTEBUILT 
AMERICAN CARS. 





At Ford Quality is Job 1. A 
1985 survey established that 
Ford makes the best-built 
American cars. This is based 
on an average of problems 
reported by owners in a six 
month period on 1981-1954 
models designed and built in 
the U.S. 

Sce Taurus, now available 
for sale or lease, at your Ford 
Dealer. It may be just what 
you've been wanting all along. 


Have you driven a Ford... 
lately? 








Curt Warner: He's made it back. 


Charle Young has retired, so there will be a 
battle at tight end among Dan Ross, Mike 
Tice, Tony Davis, and Gordon Hudson, 

The defensive line, with Jacob Green and 
Jeff Bryant at the ends and underrated Joc 
Nash in the middle, is one of the NFL’s best. 

The linebackers got a boost last year 
when second-year whiz Fredd Young came 
on strong to complement Keith Butler as a 
Starter on the inside, Bruce Scholtz und M1- 
chael Jackson start on the outside. 

Four of the NFL's 10 top active intercep- 
tors play for the Scahawks; corerback Dave 
Brown (45), free safety John Harris (41), re- 
serve cornerback Terry Jackson (28). and 
strong safety deluxe Kenny Easley (26). 

Placekicker Norm Johnson, a Pro Bow! 
pick in 1984, slipped a bit (14 of 25 field 
goals). The punter is Dave Finzer (40.7). 


SAN DIEGO—The Chargers have a fabu- 
lous offensive arsenal and remain one of the 
NFL's most feared teams, 

Once again, however, the defense has 
been revamped. Ron Lynn is the new deten- 
sive coordinator, and he believes in an all- 
out, gambling-style defense. 

No such moves are necessary on offense, 
The key, as usual, is the health of quarter- 
back Dan Fouts. Despite a knee injury. 
Fouts, 35, still managed to pass tor 3,638 
yards and 27 touchdowns in 1985, 

The weapons at Fouts’s disposal ure re- 
markable. Electrifying running back Lionel 
(Little Train) James, all 5 feet 6 inches of 
him, set an all-time NFL record last season 
with 2,535 all-purpose yards (rushing. re- 
ceiving, returns), Versatile Gary Anderson 
and Tim Spencer, two backs secured from 
the USFL. have star potential. Anderson 
rushed for 429 yards and caught 35 pisses. 
Spencer, a powerful runner and blocker. 
gained 478 vards and scored 10 touchdowns, 

An outstanding group of wide receivers in- 
cludes Wes Chandler (67 catches) and the re- 
markable Charlie Joiner (59 catches last sea- 
son at age 38). At ught end, Kellen Wins- 
low (25 catches) returned in week 7 after a 
serious knee injury that had sidelined him 
for a year. Pete Holohan (42 catches) and 
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Eric Sievers (41) form a solid group. 

The offensive line got a big boost from 
rookie Jim Lachey, the first-round draft 
choice who started at left tackle from day 
one and made the all-rookie team. Guard Ed 
White set a record last season by playing in 
game number 241, the most-ever for an NFL 
offensive lineman. Don Macek is at center, 
Dennis McKnight starts at right guard, and 
Sam Claphan should be the right tackle. 

The defensive line has good speed on the 
outside with ends Lee Williams (8 sacks) 
and Fred Robinson (7 sacks). Chuck Ehin is 
the nose tackle. Among the linebackers, 
head coach Don Coryell says that only Billy 
Ray Smith, who ts one of the AFC's best in- 
side linebackers, 1s secure. 

The defensive backfield is very young, 
but has speed and no shortage of athletic 
ability. John Hendy, who made the all-rook- 
ic fea at corner, may be moved to tree safe- 
ty. Jeff Dale, last year’s standout rookie tree 
sufety, could move to his natural position, 
strong safety, which was manned by Gill 
Byrd a vear ago. 

Placekicker Rolf Benirschke had trouble 
recovering from 4 groin Injury he sustained 
ut the start of 1985, but he is healthy now 
und should regain his job from Bob Thomas, 
Ralf Mojsicjenko had an impressive debut 
as a punter (42.4 average). 


Los Angeles 
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KANSAS CITY —The Chiefs looked like 
one of the best teams in football at the start 
of 1985, smashing the Raiders and Sea- 
hawks, Then the lights went oul: seven 


consecutive defeats and a lost season, 

Kansas City can move the ball. but coach 
John Mackovie first must decide on a quar- 
terback: Will it be veteran Bill Kenney or 
talented youngster Todd Blackledge? Black- 
ledge dislocated his right thumb in the sea- 
and didn't 


son finale against San Diego. 
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John McDiongugh 
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Gary Anderson gives San Diego a hase 
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BEHIND THE DRAFT 


San Diego, in need of defensive help, as 
usual, exchanged first-round picks with Min- 
nesota on draft day so it could move up to 
the eighth spot to select Oklahoma State de- 
fensive end Leslie O'Neal. Perhaps the 
best pass rusher in the draft, O'Neal (6-3'v2, 
245) looks like an instant starter. With ils 
other first-round selection, the Chargers 
filled another need in a big way, drafting 
James FitzPatrick, a 6-72, 273-pound of- 
fensive tackle out of USC. In round three, 
San Diego added more bee! with Colorado 
State defensive tackle Terry Unrein (6-5, 
285), whom they view as the possible sleep- 
er of the draft, and Memphis State guard 
Jeff Walker (6-4, 280), Also looking for line- 
backers, the Chargers used their (wo fourth- 
round picks to take a pair of them—Ty Al- 
lert of Texas and Tommy Taylor of UCLA, 

Kansas City went in looking for offensive 
line and overall defensive help, and by the 
time draft day was through it had done just 
that. Choosing seventh overall, the Chiefs 
took Brian Jozwiak, West Virginia's mam- 
moth, 6-5, 303-pound offensive tackle. 
The Chiefs took Dino Hackett, a highly re- 
garded though little-known linebacker from 
Appalachian State, in the second round, 
then added Grambling defensive end Leon- 
ard Griffin (6-4, 245) in round three, With 
their fourth-round choices, the Chiels took 
Southern lilinois center Tom Baugh (6-3, 
270) and Furman wide receiver Chas Fox. 

Most speculation on draft day was that 
Seattle, with its first pick (fifteenth overall), 
would draft Florida fullback John L. Wil- 
liams, the perfect complement to Curt War- 
ner. Williams, an outstanding blocker and 
runner, was just who the Seahawks select- 
ed, Seattle moved to the other side of the 
line in the third round, drafting Nevada- 
Reno cornerback Patrick Hunter, Having 
traded their second- and fourth-round 
choices, the Seahawks went for more of- 
fense in the fitth when they took Arkansas 
wide receiver Bobby Joe Edmonds. 

t's almost impossible to predict what the 
Raiders will do on drafi day, and this year 
was no exception. In the first round, they 
went for Pittsburgh defensive end Bob Bucz- 
kowski (6-4, 265), a power rusher. Having 
traded away their second-round choice, the 
Raiders drafted more defensive help in 
round three, taking Michigan defensive 
back Brad Cochran (6-3, 205). The Raiders 
then chose running back Vance Mueller 
out of Division Ili Occidental College, Muel- 
ler is a superb athlete with sprinter's speed. 
Earlier in the fourth round, Los Angeles 


| had chosen Cal-Davis defensive end Mike 


Wise. With their third fourth-round pick, 
the Raiders chose running back Napoleon 
McCallum, the Navy All-America who has 
a five-year service commitment to fulfill. 

Denver wound up having no selections 


M) 


in the first three rounds, but the Broncos 
made a few waves in the second round 
when they traded thal pick, plus their num- 
ber-two choice next year, to (he New York 
Giants for cornerback Mark Haynes. Look- 
ing for help up front, the Broncos used their 
fourth-round choice to take Jim Juriga, a 
6-5‘, 260-pound quard-tackle from Illinots. 
In round five, Denver went for defense, 
choosing 6-5», 260-pound Tony Colorito, 
a nose tackle from USC with lots of prom- 
ise. 


1986 Draft Choices 
KANSAS CITY 
Round Player Poaltion College 
1 Brian Jozwiak T Weeat Virginia 
2 Dino Hackett Le Appalachian State 
3 Leonard Gnitin DE Grambling 
4 Tom Baugh Cc Southern Uhne-s 
4 Chas Fou WA Furman 
6 Kert Hagood Ab South Caroina 
5 Lewes Cote F ALour 
9 Gary Basenger DE Wane Forest 
70 ike Reador NT Hangter 
"4 Agron Pearson Lf Messeom State 
SAN DIEGO 
Round Player Position 
1 Lesie O Neal DE Ouahoma State 
1 James FtzPatce T vse 
3 Terry Urrew DE Cotorado State 
a Jet Waleer T Momptes State 
4 Ty Allert La Texas 
4 Tommy Taylor Lp UCLA 
5 Doug Landry Lo Lourwana Tech 
5. Donald Brown De ; 
5 Matt Jonnason OB USC 
6 Curt Pardndge WR Northern lhnges 
T Fred Smalls .6 West Virgina 
8. Mauwe Permno T Notre Dare 
] Mike Zordich De Penn State 
Lh Chuck Sanders rig Shopery Rock, Pa 
W Drew Smetana T Oregon 
ra Jett Sorowts De BYU 
12 Nowe Traves ob Georga Techn 
SEATTLE 
Round Player Ponltlon College 
1. John L. Williarne AB Florida 
3 Patnck Hunter De Nevada-Reno 
5. Bobby Joe Edmonds WA ArKOngas 
6. Eddie Anderson D8 Fart Valley State 
. 2 Paul Miles AB Nebraska 
a Alora Mitz : Fiorca 
9 Mae Blaca ? Cai State-Sacramento 
10. Don Farhares ot aco 
7 Dawd Nore ca UCLA 
tz. Jone MecVegh L8 Wav 
DENVER 
Round Piayer Position College 
2 Jen Junga T hhinos 
5 Teny Colonip NT usc 
6 Orson Mobley TE Salem, W Va 
6 Mark Jacason wa Purdue 
7. Raymond Priiips LB North Carolina Stato 
B. Broce Kiostermann =64LB South Da«ota State 
a Joe Thomas WA Miassspp Valley 
10. Victor Hall TE Jocason State 
11, Thomas Dendy AB South Carolina 
LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 
Round Player Position College 
1. Bob Buczeowsa) DE Pittsburgh 
J. Brad Cochran on Michigan 
4 ine VWirae DE Ca-Daws 
4 Vance Muecoer Ag Cceomental 
4. Napoteo7 MeCatun AB Navy 
6 Doug Marrone T Syracuse 
?. 54 Lews C NeDasea 
| Joe Vaucte! 8 Eastern Kertucey 
] Zeon Lee Ag usc 
10 Je4 Gerke DE Maraato State 
1% FAandel! Webster Le SW Oslahoma 
2. Larry Shaphord ww Houston 


even think about throwing until early sum- 
mer. Whoever the quarterback ts, there's a 
stable of speedy wide receivers to throw the 
ball to: Carlos Carson. Stephone Puige. 
Henry Marshall. and Anthony Hancock. 
Paige gained an NFL single-game record 
309 yards receiving. on eight catches. in the 
final game of the season. Walt Arnold (28 
catches) is the returning starter at tight end, 

Running back continues to be a problem, 
one that wasn't solved by drafting Ethan 
Horton number one in 1985, Herman Heard 
and |O-year veteran Mike Pruitt. picked up 
as a free agent. shared most of the playing 
time last scason, 

The offensive line, which allowed 43 sacks, 
iS a concern, too, The probable starters are 





At 32, Mike Pruitt still can run, 


tackles David Lutz and Matt Herkenhoff, 
guards Brad Budde and Bob Olderman, who 
broke into the lineup as a rookie, and center 
Bob Rush, 

The defense has possibilities. Even with- 
out end Mike Bell, who has been on a paid 
leave of absence to take care of personal 
problems, the line, which features young 
nose tickle Bill Maas and veteran left end 
Art Still, has outstanding potential. Erie 
Holle, who played both end and nose tackle 
in 198S. should play somewhere. 

Mackovic has expressed displeasure with 
his linebackers, who recorded just eight 
sacks in 1985S. The likely starters are respect- 
ed veteran Gary Spani and young Scott Rade- 
cic inside, with promising Calvin Daniels 
and either Ken McAlister, Jeff Paine, or 
Ken Jolly outside. 

The defensive backs are the strength of 
this team. Kansas City’s 27 interceptions in 
1985 were tops in the AFC. Free safety Der- 
on Cherry has played for three consecutive 
AFC Pro Bow! teams. Cornerback Albert 
Lewis led the AFC in interceptions with 
eight. The other corner, Kevin Ross, is a sol- 
id man-to-man defender. Lloyd Burruss ts 
an underrated strong safety. 

Nick Lowery may be the best place- 
kicker in the NFL. He converted 24 of 27 
field-goa!l attempts last season. Punter Jim 
Arnold ranked cighth in the AFC with a 
41,2 average. 





Mitsubis! 
A Sizable 


Television. 


CK-3501 35” Color Monitor Reciever V5-580R 50” Rear-Projection Television 





Exclusive Mitsubishi picture tube and 
projection television technology delivers 
uncomparable picture accuracy, clarity 
and sharpness. 

We also deliver picture sizes like no other. 
Mitsubishi is responsible for the world’s 
first 35” direct-view color picture tube; 86% 
larger than a 26” set. We also introduced 
the world’s only 50” rear-projection television. 
Both of these products offer the same high- 
quality performance and reliability as do all 
Mitsubishi televisions. 

From 14" to 50” from direct-view to projec- 
tion, Mitsubishi spares no detail in bringing 
you the absolute finest in color television 
enjoyment. 


5757 Plaza Drive * PO. Box 6007 * Cypress, CA 90630-0007 


11986 Mitsutisti Electric Sales America. Ine 











Dep always 
sat the oil 


hor holding the opposition, its fifteen yards 
For styling and holding your bai, its Dep 

Deps protein- enriched jornutla gives you 
the natural control and thick, healthy look 
you want With no penalties like stiffitess, 
stickiness or a greasy look 

Dep Sling Gel, Dep Hairsprays and 
Dep Mousse. 

Gel to know the winniig teant 






1986 Schedule 
akg BILLS 


N.Y. JETS 

at Cincinnati 
ST, LOUIS 
KANSAS CITY 
at N.Y. Jets 

at Miami 
INDIANAPOLIS 
NEW ENGLAND 
at Tampa Bay 
PITTSBURGH 
MIAMI 

al New England 
al Kansas City 
CLEVELAND 

at Indianapolis 
at Houston 


Sigel BENGALS 


at Kansas City 
BUFFALO 

at Cleveland (Thurs.) 
CHICAGO 

at Green Bay 
PITTSBURGH (Mon.) 
HOUSTON 

at Pittsburgh 

at Detroit 

al Houston 
SEATTLE 
MINNESOTA 

al Denver 

at New England 
CLEVELAND 

N.Y. JETS 


CLEVELAND BROWNS 


al Chicago 

at Houston 
CINCINNATI (Thurs. 
DETROIT 

at Pittsburgh 
KANSAS CITY 
GREEN BAY 
al Minnesota 
at Indianapolis 
MIAMI (Mon.) 
al LA. Raiders 
PITTSBURGH 
HOUSTON 

al Bulfalo 

at Cincinnati 
SAN DIEGO 


DENVER BRONCOS 


L.A. RAIDERS 

at Pittsburgh (Mon, ) 
at Philadelphia 
NEW ENGLAND 
DALLAS 

al San Diego 

al N.Y. Jets (Mon.) 
SEATTLE 

al L.A. Asiders 
SAN DIEGO 
KANSAS CITY 

at N.Y. Giants 
CINCINNATI 

at Kansas City 
WASHINGTON (Sat. } 
at Seattle (Sat.) 


HOUSTON OILERS 
s7 


Si4 
$21 


at Green Bay 
CLEVELAND 
at Kansas City 
PITTSBURGH 
al Detras! 
CHICAGO 

af Cincinnati 
LA. RAIDERS 
at Miarn 
CINCINNATI 
al Pittsburgh 
INDIANAPOLIS 
at Cleveland 
at San Di 
MINNESOTA 
BUFFALO 


1985 Results 

SAN DIEGO. 9-14 
atNew York Jets 3-42 
NEWENGLAND 14-17 
MINNESOTA 2-27 
atindianapolis 17-49 
atNewEngland 3-14 
stPhiladeiphia’ 17-21 
at Phi r-2} 
CINCINNATI 17-23 
HOUSTON 20-0 
at Cleveland 7-17 
MIAMI 14-23 
at San Diego 7-40 
N.Y. JETS ver 
at Pittsburgh 24-30 
at Miami 0-28 
SEATTLE 24-28 
at St. Louis 2rd 
SAN DIEGO 41-44 
at Pittsburgh 37-24 
ALY. JETS 20-29 
N.Y. GIANTS 35-30 
at Houston 27-44 
PITTSBURGH 26-21 
al Buffalo 23-17 
CLEVELAND — 27-10 
at LA Raiders 6-13 
at Clevela 6-24 
HOUSTON 45-27 
DALLAS 50-24 
at Washington 24-27 
atNewEngland 23-34 
ST. LOUIS* 24-27 
PITTSBURGH 17-7 
at Dallas 7-20 
al San Die; 2-7 
NEWENGLAND 24-20 
at Houston 21-6 
LA.RAIDERS 20-21 
WASHINGTON Fei4 
at Pittsburgh 9-10 
at Cincinnati 10-27 
BUFFALO 17-7 
CINCINNATI 24-6 
at NY, Giants 35-33 
at Seattle 13-31 
HOUSTON 221 
at NY, Jets 10-37 
at L.A. Rams 16-20 
NEW ORLEANS 34-23 
at Atlanta 44-26 
MIAMI 26-30 
HOUSTON 31-20 
at Indianapolis 15-10 
SEATTLE* 13-10 
atKansas City 30-10 
at San Diego 10-30 
SAN FRANCISCO 17-16 
SAN DIEGO" 30-24 
atLA. Raiders” 28-31 
at Pittsburgh 31-23 
LA. AAIDERS* 14-17 
KANSASCITY 14-19 
al Seattle 27-24 
nt Washi 13:16 
atWashington 13-1 
at Pittsburgh 0-20 
DALLAS 10-17 
at Denver 20-31 
CLEVELAND 6-21 
CINCINNATI 44-27 
al St. Louis 20-10 
KANSASCITY 23-20 
at Buttalo 0-20 
PITTSBURGH 7-30 
SAN DIEGO 37-35 
at Cincinnati 27-45 
N.Y.GIANTS 14-35 
at Cleveland 21-28 
at Indianapolis 16-34 
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Home games are in capital letters; 
dates abbreviated 
to first initial of month. 


1986 Schedule 
Pp ANArS LIS COLTS 


S14 


at New England 
at Miami 

L.A. RAMS 

N.Y. JETS 

at San Francisco 
NEW ORLEANS 
at Bulfalo 

MIAMI 
CLEVELAND 
NEW ENGLAND 
at N.Y. Jets 

at Houston 

SAN DIEGO 

al Atlanta 
BUFFALO 

at L.A. Raiders 


KANSAS CITY CHIEFS 


CINCINNATI 
at Seattle 
HOUSTON 

at Buflalo 

L.A. RAIDERS 
at Cleveland 
SAN DIEGO 
TAMPA BAY 
a! San Diego 
SEATTLE 

at Denver 

al St. Lous 
BUFFALO 
DENVER 
atLiaA. Raiders 
at Pittsburgh 


LOS ANGELES RAIDERS 


Di4 
D21 


at Denver 

at Washington 
N.Y. GIANTS. 
SAN DIEGO 

at Kansas Crty 
SEATTLE 

at Miami 

at Houston 
DENVER 

at Dallas 
CLEVELAND 

al San Diego (Thurs.) 
PHILADELPHIA 
at Seattle (Mon.) 
KANSAS CITY 
INDIANAPOLIS 


MIAMI DOLPHINS 


s7 
S14 
S21 


at San Diego 
INDIANAPOLIS 

at N.Y. Jets 

SAN FRANCISCO 
al New Engiand 
BUFFALO 

LA. RAIDERS 

at incianapols 
HOUSTON 

at Cleveland (Mon.) 
at Buffalo 

N.Y. JETS (Mon) 
ATLANTA 

at New Orleans 

at L.A. Rams 

N. ENGLAND (Mon.) 


1985 Results 

ai Pittsburgh 3-45 

at Miami 13-30 

DETROIT 14-6 

at N.Y. Jets 20-25 
BUFFALO 49-17 

DENVER 10-15 
ol Butfaio 9-21 

GREEN BAY 37-10 
N.Y. JETS 17-35 

atNewEngland 15-34 

MIAMI 20-34 

al Kansas 7-20 
NEWENGLAND 31-38 
. Tanne Bay 10-17 
at Tampa 31-23 
HOUSTON 34-16 
atNewOreans 47-27. 
LA.RAIDERS 36-20 
al Miami 0-31 

SEATTLE 28-7 
atL.A.Raiders 10-19 
at San Diego 20-31 

LA. RAMS 0-16 
DENVER 10-30 
aft Houston. 20-23 
PITTSBURGH 28-36 
atSan Francisco 3-37 

INDIANAPOLIS 20-7 
al Seattle 6-24 
ATLANTA 38-10 
at Denver 13-14 
SAN DIEGO (38-34 

N.Y. JETS 31-0 

atKansas City 20-36 

SAN FRANCISCO 10-34 

atNewEngland 35-20 

KANSAS CITY 19-10 

NEWORLEANS 23-13 

at Cleveland 21-20 
SAN DIEGO 34-21 

al Seattle aa. 
a! San , 34-40 
CINCINNATI 13-6 
DENVER* 31-28 
at Atlanta 34-24 
al Denver® 17-14 

SEATTLE 13-3 
at L.A, Rams 16-6 
at Houston 23-26 
INDIANAPOLIS 30-13 
KANSAS CITY 31-0 
at Denver 30-26 
PITTSBURGH 24-20 
al N.Y. Jets 7-23 
TAMPA BAY 41-38 
at Detroit 21-31 

atNowEngland 13-17 
N.Y. JETS 21-17 
ailndianapolis 34-20 
at Bullala 2-14 
CHICAGO 38-24 
at Green Bay 34-24 


BUFFALO 28-0 








1986 Schedule 1965 Results 
NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 
57 INDIANAPOLIS GREEN BAY 26-20 
Si1 atN.¥.Jets(Thurs,) at Chicago 7-20 
521 SEATTLE at Buffalo Vi-14 
$28 at Denver LA.RAIDERS 20-35 
O5 MIAMI at Cleveland 20-24 
O12 N.Y.JETS BUFFALO. 14-3 
019 at Pittsburgh NY. JETS: 20-13 
O26 at Buflalo at Tampa Bay 32-14 
N2 ATLANTA MIAMI) 17-13 
N9 allindianapolis INDIANAPOLIS 34-15 
Ni6 atLA Rams at Seattle 20-13 
N23 BUFFALO ai NLY, Jets” 13-18 
N30 at New Orleans atindianapols 38-31 
D7 CINCINNATI DETROIT 23-6 
D014 SAN FRANCISCO at Miami 27-30 
D22 at Miami (Mon,) CINCINNATI 34-23 
NEW YORK JETS 
S7 = at Buffalo atLA. Raiders 0-31 
S11 WN. ENGLAND (Thurs.) BUFFALO 42-3 
S21 MIAMI Green Bay at Milw 24-3 — 
S28 al indianapolis INDIANAPOLIS 25-20 
O05 BUFFALO at Cincinnati 29-20 
O12 atNew England MIAMI ea-7 
020 DENVER (Mon.) atNewEngland 13-20 
O26 NEW ORLEANS SEATTLE 17-14 
N2 at Seattle atIndianapolis 35-17 
NS = at Atlanta aiMiami 17-21 
N16 INDIANAPOLIS TAMPA BAY 62-28 
N24 at Miami (Mon.) NEW ENGLAND" 16-13 
N30 L.A, RAMS at Detroit’ 20-31 
D7 atSan Francisco al Buffalo. 2r-7 
Di3) «=FITTSBURGH (Sat) CHICAGO 18 
D21 at Cincinnall CLEVELAND 37-10 
PITTSBURGHSTEELERS #= | 
S7 = at Seattle INDIANAPOLIS = 45-3 
515 DENVER (Mon,) at Cleveland: 717 
S21 atMinnesota HOUSTON _ 20-0 
S28 at Houston CINCINNAT] 24-37 
O05 CLEVELAND at Miami 20-24 
013 at Cincinnati (Mon.) at Dallas. 13-27 
019 NEW ENGLAND ST. LOUIS 23-10 
O26 CINCINNATI at Cincinnati 21-26 
N2 GREEN BAY CLEVELAND 10-9 
N9 at Bulllalo atKansasCity 36-28 
N16 HOUSTON at Houston: 30-7 
N23 at Cleveland WASHINGTON 23-30 
N30 at Chicago DENVER. 23-31 
D7 DETROIT atSanDiego 44-54 
D13 atN.¥. Jats (Sat.) BUFFALO 30-24 
D21 KANSAS CITY at N.Y. Giants 10-28 
SAN srr yy CHAAGERS a! 
Ss? Ml at Buffalo. 14-8 
S14 at N .¥, Giants SEATTLE 35-49 
521 WASHINGTON at Cincinnati 44-41 
S28 atLA. Raiders CLEVELAND 7-21 
O06 at Seattle (Mon.) at Seattle. 21:26 
O12 DENVER KANSAS CITY 31-20 
O19 atKansas City at Minnesota 17-21 
O26 at Philadelphia aiL.A:Aaiders 21-34 
N2  KANSASCITY NVER 30-10 
NS = al Denver LA. RAIDERS" 40-34 
Ni6 DALLAS al Denver" 24-30 
N20 LA.RAIDERS (Thurs.) atHouston 35-37 
N30 at Indianapolis FFALO 40-7 
D7 HOUSTON PITTSBURGH 54-44 
Di4 SEATTLE PHILADELPHIA 20-14 
D21 at Cleveland atKansas City 3438 
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS | } 
$7 PITTSBURGH at Cincinnati 28-24 
514 KANSAS CITY at San Diego 49-35 
$21 atNew England L.A RAMS 24-35 
$28 at Washington atKansasCity 7-28 
O06 SANDIEGO(Mon,) SANDIEGO 26-21 
O12 atL.A. Raiders ATLANTA 30-26 
O19 N.Y.GIANTS at Denver" 10-13 
O26 at Denver at N.Y. Jets 14-17 
N2 N.Y.JETS LA. RAIDERS 33-3 
NO atKansas City atNewOreans 27-3 
N16 at Cincinnali NEWENGLAND 13-20 
N23 PHILADELPHIA atSan Francisco 6-19 
N27 at Dallas (Thanks.) KANSAS CITY 24-6 
DS L.A. RAIDERS (Mon.) CLEVELAND 31-13 
014 alSan Diego alL.A.Raiders 9-13 
D20 DENVER (Sat.) DENVER 24-27 
“Overtime 











1966 Schedule 
ATLANTA FALCONS 
a! New Orleans 
ST. LOUIS 
at Dallas 
at Tarnpa Bay 
PHILADELPHIA 
LA. AAMS 
SAN FRANCISCO 
at L.A. Furnes 
at New England 
WLY. JETS 
CHICAGO 
al San Francesco 
at Miarn 
INDIANAPOLIS 
NEW ORLEANS 
at Detroit 


CHICAGO BEARS 

S7 CLEVELAND 

S14 PHILADELPHIA 
$22 at Green Bay (Mon,) 
S28 at Cincinnati 

05 MINNESOTA 
O12 atHouston 

019 al Minnesota 

O26 DETROIT 

NG L.A. RAMS (Mon. | 
NO =—s at Tampa Bay 
NiI6 at Atlanta 

N23 GREEN BAY 

N30 6 PITTSBURGH 
Co? TAMPA GAY 

DIS Detrat (Mon) 
D21 at Dallas 


DALLAS COWBOYS 

Ss MY. GIANTS (Mon) 
514 af Detrow 

S21 ATLANTA 

S29 at St. Louis (Mon.) 
O05 at Denver 

O12 WASHINGTON 
Om a! Priaceiona 

O26 ST. LOUIS 

Ne at N.Y. Giants 

NS 6s«LLA. RAIDERS 

N16 al San Diego 

N23 at Washington 

N27 SEATTLE (Thanks,) 
D7 = at L.A. Rams (night) 
Did PHILADELPHIA 
D21 CHICAGO 


DETROIT LIONS 
at Minnesota 
DALLAS 
TAMPA BAY 
at Cleveland 
HOUSTON 
al Green Bay 
at L.A, Rams 
al Chicago 
CINCINNATI 
MINNESOTA 
at Philadelphia 
a! Tampa Bay 
G. BAY (Thanss._| 
at Pittsburgh 
CHICAGO (Mon | 
ATLANTA 


en BAY PACKERS 
S7 HOUSTON 

514 af New Orleans 

S22 CHICAGO (Mon) 
S25 ai Minnesota 

O05 CIN. af Mibw 

O12 DETROIT 

O19 at Cleveland 

O26 SF. al NMiw 

N2 a! Pittsburgh 

NGO 8 'WASHINGTON 
N16 67. BAY al Miw 
N23 alChicago 

Ne? al Detroit (Thanks, | 
DF MINNESOTA 

014 al Tampa Bay 

D20 al N.'¥. Giants (Sat) 


1986 SCHEDULE 
1985 RESULTS 


1965 Results 


DETROIT 

at San Francesco 
a! A Farms 6-17 
SAN FRANCISCO 17-38 


27-28 
16-35 


al Kansas City 
MINNESOTA 
ai Now Orleans 


TAMPA BAY 
NEW ENGLAND 
at Minnesota 
WASHINGTON 
ot Tampa Bay 

at San Francisco 
GREEN BAY 
MINNESOTA 

at Green Bay 
DETROIT 

at Dallas 
ATLANTA 

at Miami 
INDIANAPOLIS 
al N.Y, Jets 


PHILADELPHIA 
ST, LOUIS 

at Cincifnati 
N.Y. GIANTS 

at San Francisco 


at Atlanta 
DALLAS 
at Indianapolin 
TAMPA BAY 
al Groen Bay 
at Washington 9-24 
SAN FRANCISCO 23:21 
31-21 
13-16 
3-24 
41-21 
16-19 
31-20 
623 
23-26 
17-37 


MINNESOTA 
at Tampa Bay* 
NY, JETS 

eat New Eng! 
GAREEN BAY 
CHICAGO 


at Tampa Bay 


Home games are in capual letters; 
dates abbreviated 
ro first mitial ef month. 


1986 Schedule 


LOS ANGELES RAMS 
S7 at St. Louis 
SAN FRANCISCO 
at Indianapolis 
al Philadelphia 
TAMPA BAY 
at Atlanta 
DETROIT 
ATLANTA 
a! Chicago (Mon. ) 
at New Orleans 
NEW ENGLAND 
NEW ORLEANS 
al h.y. Jets 
DALLAS (rmght) 
EELS | | 
at San Francesco (Fr) 


MINNESOTA VIKINGS 
S7 DETAOIT 

$14 at Tamoa Bay 
S21 PITTSSURGH 
Sia GREEN BAY 

OS aiCrscago 

O12 at San Fr ancecn 
O78 CHICAGO 

O26 CLEVELAND 
N2 at Washington 
Ng at Detront 

N1é N.¥. GIANTS 
Nea at Cincannat 
N3O)60U TAMPA BAY 

D7 at Green Bay 
Di4 atHousion 

D21 NEW ORLEANS 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
s7 ATLANTA 

S14 GREEN BAY 

S21 at San Francisco 
S26 atN.¥. Giants 

05 WASHINGTON 
O12 atindianapolis 
O19 TAMPA BAY 

O26 atN.Y. Jets 

N2 SANFAANCISCO 
NO LA RAMS 

N16 at St. Louis 

N23 atLlLaA. Rams 

N30 060NEW ENGLAND 
D7 MIAM 

Di4 at Atlanta 

D21 at Minnesota 


NEW YORK GIANTS 

S68 t Damas (Mon.) 
Si4 SANDIEGO 

S21 atlA Aalders 

S26 NEW OALEANS 
O05 af St Lows 

O12 PHILADELPHIA 
O19 at Seattle 

O27 WASHINGTON (Mon) 
Fs DALLAS 

NS = 06=so at Philadelphia 

WIG 8 6at Mennesota 

N23 DENVER 

D1 at San Fran. (Mon.) 
D7 at Washington 

Di4 ST.LOUIS 

D20 GREEN BAY (Sat.) 


1965 Resulte 


DENVER 

at Philadelphia 
at Seattle 
ATLANTA 
MINNESOTA 
al Tampa Bay 31-27 
al Kansas City 16-0 
SAN FRANCISCO 14-28 
NEWORLEANS 28-10 
atN.¥. Giants 

a! Atlanta 

GREEN BAY 

at New Orleans 

al San Francisco 

ST. LOUIS 

LA RAIDERS 


20-16 
17-6 
35-24 
17-6 
14-10 


SAN FRANCISCO 28-21 
ai Tampa Bay 31-16 
CHICAGO 2-353 
at Buttalo 27-20 
aLlA Rams 10-13 
Green Bay at Maw. 17-20 
SAN DIEGO 21-17 


PHILADELPHIA 


KANSAS CITY 

al Denver 

TAMPA BAY 

al San Francisco 
PHILADELPHIA 

at L.A, Raiders 

at Atlanta 

N.Y. GIANTS 

al LA. Rams 

SEATTLE 

Green Bay af Miw, 14-38 
a! Minnesota 30-23 
LA RAMS 29-3 
a! 51. Lous 16-28 
SAN FRANCISCO 19-31 
ATLANTA 1-16 


PHILADELPHIA 
a! Green Bay 
ST. LOWS. 

at Prdlaceionia” 
=! Cincinnati 
WASHINGTON 
a! New Orieans 
TAMPA BAY 
LA RAMS 

a! Washington 
al St. Lows 
CLEVELAND 
at Houston 

at Dallas 
PITTSBURGH 


1986 Schedule 
PHILADELPHIA EAGLES 
37 = sat Washengton 
S14 al Chicago 
DENVER 
LA RAMS 
at Afarta 
at N.Y. Giants 
DALLAS 
SAN DIEGO 
at 5. Louis 
MY. GIANTS 
DETAOIT 
a Seattle 
h.A. Aaders 
ST. LOUIS 
a! Dallas 
WASHINGTON 


ST, LOUIS CARDINALS 
L.A, AAMS 
Ot Allanta 
at Bulfale 
DALLAS (Mon.} 
ALY. GIANTS 
at Tampa Bay 
al Washington 
at Dallas 
PHILADELPHIA 
al San Francisco 
NEW ORLEANS 
KANSAS CITY 
WASHINGTON 
at Phiade(ipma 
aN. Y. Giants 
TAMPA BAY 


SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS 
S7 ai Tamoa Bay 
atLA Rams 
NEW ORLEANS 
at Mart 
WOLANAPOLIS 
MINNESOTA 
a! Atlanta 
vs. Green Bay a! Milw 
al New Onieans 
ST, LOWS 
at Wastungton (Mon.) 
ATLANTA 
N.Y. GIANTS (Mon. ) 
W.¥. JETS 
al Now England 
L.A. RAMS (Frn.) 


TAMPA BAY BUCCANEERS 


SAN FRANCISCO 
MINNESOTA 

al Detrolt 
ATLANTA 

ai L.A. Rams 

ST. LOWS 

at Now Orleans 

ai Kansas City 
BUFFALO 
CHICAGO 

vs. Green Bay at Milw 
DETAOIT 

ai Minnesota 

ai Crucago 
GREEN BAY 

a St. Lowes 


PH)_LADELPHLA 
LA. RAIDERS 

at San Ceego 

SEATTLE 

at New Origars 

a! Oatas 

ST.LOUIS 

at N.Y. Giants (Mon.) 

MINNESOTA 

a! Green Bay 

5 F ihMon | 

DALLAS 

at St. Lous 

N.Y, GIANTS 

at Denver (Sat) 

at Philadelphia 


MINNESOTA 
WASHINGTON 
at San Diego 
al Minnesota 


at Cleveland’ 
CINCINNATI 

at N.Y, Giants 
GREEN BAY 

al Washington 
PHILADELPHIA 


at 
CINCINNATI 
al St. Louis 
"Overtime 


27-24 
27-16 
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[ts Sunday. How come you're shaving? 
Because we're going to the game. 

Are we sitting by the cheerleaders? 
Very funny. Actually, | just 
wanted to shave. 

You really love that Norelco, don’t you? 
Well it s America’s leading electric. 
Besides, it gives me a close shave. 

As close as a blade? 
Yep. Feel. 

Wow. 
See, Norelco is the only electric with 
lifters inside that raise the whisker up, 
so the blades can shave razor-close. 
It's a real performance machine. 

Bet youd cry if it ever broke down. 
Nope. It's got a money-back guarantee 
and a full two-year warranty. 

What happens when it runs out of juice? 
| just plug it in, and bingo, I've got the 
fastest, longest-lasting charge of any 
leading razor. 


Speaking of long-lasting charges... (* N / ‘ 
Forget it, we'll be late for the game. Or — CO 
We Put Quality First 


30-day money back guarantee. Send product and sales slip postage prepaid to Norelco. Pull two-vear warranty. See store clerk for detaits 
© 1986 North American Philips Corporation, Consumer Products Divisions, High Ridge Park, Stamford, CT 06904 





NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


EASTERN DIVISION 





When the St. Louis Cardinals flew south in 
the standings in 1985, they surprised more 
than a few so-called experts, including some 
who rated them as Super Bow! contenders. 
Had it not been for their unexpected flight, 
the NFC East might have been the NFL's 
best division last season. 


DALLAS—As usual, the question in Dallas 
revolves around the quarterbacks. The an- 
nual controversy between incumbent Danny 
White and backup Gary Hogeboom was re- 
solved when Hogeboom was traded to In- 
dianapolis last April. 

Even without the controversy, there could 
be a slight change in philosophy on the Dal- 
las coaching staff. Jim Shofner, the quarter- 
backs coach, has followed Gene Stallings to 
St. Louis. Taking his place will be former 
San Francisco assistant Paul Hackett. 

Coach Tom Landry will be seeking depth 
at wide receiver, where injuries to Tony Hill 
hurt the offense, though Hill managed to 
catch 74 passes and make the NFC Pro Bow! 
squad. Dallas needed—and got—a manxi- 
mum effort from Mike Renfro, who had his 
best pro season in 1985 with 60 receptions. 
Doug Cosbie caught 64 passes, the most- 
ever by a Cowboys tight end. 

Tony Dorsett rushed for 1,307 yards, 
but he had little help. Timmy Newsome 
gained only 252 yards (2.9-yard average). 
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Phil Simms has the Giants well-armed. 
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Bill Cummings 


The offensive line starters are tackles 
Chris Schultz and Jim Cooper, guards Glen 
Titensor and Kurt Petersen, and center Tom 
Rafferty. 

There is no doubting the strength of the de- 
fensive line, where talented veterans Randy 
White and Ed (Too Tall) Jones were out- 
standing, and third-year end Jim Jeffcoat 
came on to record 12 sacks, tenth-best in the 
NFC. The *‘no-name"’ linebackers—with 
Eugene Lockhart in the middle and Mike 
Hegman and Jeff Rohrer on the outside— 
led the team in tackles. 

The secondary gives up yards, but also 
makes big plays. The Cowboys intercepted 
33 passes in 1985, second only to Chicago's 
34. Cornerback Everson Walls had nine 
thefts to lead the league. Still, it’s an unset- 
tled unit, particularly at the other corner, 
where Ron Fellows will compete with Vic- 
tor Scott. The safeties are Dextor Clinkscale 
(strong) and Michael Downs (free). 

The kicking game is solid. Rafael Septien 
had a decent year (19 of 28 field goals), as 
did rookie punter Mike Saxon (41.9 average), 


NEW YORK GIANTS—Despite a 21-0 sec- 
ond-round playoff defeat in Chicago, the 
Giants had their best season since 1963, 
More success can be expected. New York fin- 
ished the season with 25 players whose NFL 
experience totals three yeurs or less. 

There is littke doubt that balance played a 
big part in New York’s 1985 success. Quar- 
terback Phil Simms passed for 3,829 yards 
and 22 touchdowns, and was the most val- 
uable player in the Pro Bowl. 

Running back Joe Morris was a revela- 
tion. The 5-foot 7-inch, 195-pounder not 
only gained a club-record 1,336 yards, he 
scored 21 touchdowns, best in the league. 
And the offensive line, with first-year acqui- 
sition Bart Oates doing a superb job at 
center for the now-retired Kevin Belcher, 
was surprisingly good. The probable starters 
on the restructured line, besides Oates, in- 
clude tackles Brad Benson and Karl Nelson, 
and guards Billy Ard and Chris Godfrey. 

Coach Bill Parcells can use depth at wide 
receiver, where Lionel Manuel led the team 
with 49 receptions. Second-year tight end 
Mark Bavaro may have made Zeke Mowatt 
expendable. Bavaro caught 37 passes. 

Defensively, the Giants had a sensational 
season. Inside linebacker Harry Carson 


made his seventh trip to the Pro Bow! in the 
past eight years, while right defensive end 
Leonard Marshall proved himself to be a bud- 
ding star, finishing second in the NFC in 
sacks with 154%. Outside linebacker Law- 
rence Taylor, who began a substance rehabil- 
itation program after the season, had a typi- 
cal Lawrence Taylor year: in a word, out- 
Standing. 

The New York linebackers are giants, lit- 
erally, Gary Reasons (6-4) joins Carson in- 
side, and Byron Hunt (6-5) teams with Tay- 
lor on the outside. Cornerback Mark Haynes 
missed most of 1985 due to a holdout and 
injuries, and was traded to Denver on draft 
day. Second-year cornerback Elvis Patter- 
son, who took over for Haynes, led the club 
in interceptions with six. Perry Williams is 
the incumbent at right corner. Terry Kinard 
is one of the league’s best young free safe- 
ties. Kenny Hill is the strong safety. 

Placekicking is a question mark. Ali Haji- 
Sheikh missed most of last year with injur- 
ies. Eric Schubert had a fine regular season, 
but missed several costly field goals in the 
playoffs. Sean Landeta won the punting job 
and had a good season. 


WASHINGTON—The Redskins didn’t 
make the playoffs in 1985, but coach Joe 
Gibbs found consolation in his team’s 
|0-victory season, especially when you con- 
sider his club lost starting quarterback Joe 
Theismann due to a broken leg. 

No doubt the performance of backup Jay 
Schroeder, who took over for Theismann in 
week || and was exceptional the rest of the 
way, helped Gibbs’s spirits, Schroeder led 
the team to a 5-1 record and finished with 
1,458 yards passing. 

There is no problem at wide receiver, 
where Art Monk, after an NFL-record 106 
receptions two years ago, followed up with 
91 more in 1985. Newcomer Gary Clark 
caught 72 passes. Clint Didier became a 
productive tight end with 41 catches. 

Washington's offensive line—injury-rid- 
dled in 1984—had bad luck again last fall. 
Newcomer R.C, Thielmann missed almost 
the entire year, center Jeff Bostic half the sea- 


As usual, the Cowboys will rely heavily 
on running back Tony Dorsett, who last 
season became only the sixth player in 
NFL history to rush for 10,000 yards. 


John Biever 











Merkur XR&Ti from Germany. 
How well does it perform? 
How well can you drive? 








—— Its presence alone 
creates a challenge. 
: Who ts this that dares 
to question the superiority of 

BMW, Saab and Audi? 

It is the Merkur XR4Ti from 
Germany. And its challenge is 
rooted firmly in its ability to 
perform. 

XRA4Ti takes a sophisticated 
approach to performance. Its 
power comes from the advanced 
technology of biow-through 
turbocharging and multi-port 
fuel injection. The result is 175 
horsepower (SAE) from a compact 
2.3-liter overhead cam 4-cylinder 
engine. Its redline is an exhilarat- 
ing 6200 rpm. The suspension is 











fully independent. 

__ Even XR4Tis shape enhances 
its performance by managing the 
flow of air over, under and around 
the vehicle. The results are 
excellent directional stability and 
Tan) @)ee)Ucremielci mci iilel(>)n len am 

Merkur XR4Ti was designed 
and engineered to surpass the 
demands of serious drivers. It's 
ready to accept your challenge. 
The next move is yours. 

The XR4Ti is protected by a 
48-month/50,000-mile limited war- 
ranty (deductible applies). Ask to 
see this warranty at your dealer. 
And now you can rent XR4Ti from 
Budget Rent a Car at participating 
airport locations. 

For more information, visit a 
Lincoln-Mercury-Merkur dealer or 
call 1-800-822-9292. 


MERKUR Saal 


Advancing the art of driving, 























son, and Pro Bow! left tackle Joe Jacoby one- 
third of it. Left guard Russ Grimm made his 
third Pro Bowl appearance in a row. Right 
tackle Mark May is one of the league's best. 

The Redskins were second in the NFL in 
rushing, thanks in large part to veteran 
George Rogers, who picked up 1,093 yards. 

The Redskins’ biggest gains in 1985 came 
on defense. The pass defense—buoyed by 
rookies Raphel Cherry and Barry Wilburn— 
ranked first in the league. Cornerbacks Dar- 
rell Green and Vernon Dean were outstand- 
ing. Safety Curtis Jordan had the most pro- 
ductive season of his career. 

Ends Dexter Manley and Charles Mann 
had 294 sacks between them. The tackles 
are 14-year veteran Dave Butz and Dean Ham- 
el, a rookie starter in 1985. The linebacking 
trio of Neal Olkewicz, Rich Milot, and Mel 
Kaufman combined for 428 tackles. 

Placekicking must be a concern. Mark 
Moseley, who turned 38 in March, made 
just 22 of 34 field goals. The punter is Steve 
Cox, who averaged 41.8 yards per kick, 


PHILADELPHIA —Perhaps no team in the 
league promises to change as drastically as 
the Eagles. Buddy Ryan, who designed the 
Chicago Bears’ fearsome 46 defense, has 











George Rogers: reborn in Washington. 


taken over the head coaching job from Ma- 
rion Campbell. He has inherited a club that 
has considerable talent. 

New offensive coordinator Doug Scovil 
will decide among 13-year veteran Ron Ja- 
worski, Matt Cavanaugh, who was obtained 
by trade from San Francisco, and second-year 
pro Randall Cunningham at quarterback. 

Ryan would like more help in the offen- 
sive line, which started poorly last season 
but came on as the entire team improved. 
The club was helped by a trade for running 
back Earnest Jackson, who, after leading the 
AFC in rushing for San Diego in 1984, 
gained 1,028 yards for the Eagles. 

There is speed at wide receiver, where 
Mike Quick (73 catches for 1,247 yards), 
and Kenny Jackson (40 catches for 692 yards) 
are a dangerous duo. With his 64 receptions, 
John Spagnola trailed only Minnesota's 
Steve Jordan (68) among NFC tight ends. 

The big changes will come on defense, 


Bill Cummings 





Ed Mahan 


Earnest Jackson (41), with help from Steve Kenney ( 73), makes the Eagles soar. 


where Ryan already has installed the 46. He 
has some good people with which to work, 
too, although he needs linebackers. 

“We need three linebackers who can 
play.”” says Ryan, who then went on to fa- 
vorably compare inside linebacker Mike 
Reichenbach to the Bears’ Mike Singletary, 

Ryan calls the Eagles’ defensive line, 





Season 


th 


Second Half 
vs. NFC East 
vs. NFC 7-5 
vs. AFC 

at Home 7-1 
on Road 3-5 


Points (NFL Rank) 22.3 (11) 


Opp. Points (NFL Rank) 20.8 (74) 
Yards (NFL Rank) 
Opp. Yards (NFL Aank) 


Rushing Yards (NFL Rank) 


350.1 (8) 


tae 


3 
: 





which consists of ends Reggie White and 
Greg Brown and nose tackle Ken Clarke **as 
good as the one we had in Chicago."* Ryan 
is so high on White, who had 13 sacks in 13 
games after coming over from the USFL, 
that he plans to play him at several different 
positions along the front. 

The secondary, led by Pro Bow! safety 





Washington 
Philadelphia 


St. Louis 
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17.4 (27) 


25.9 ( 24) | 
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Opp. Rush. Yards (NFL Aank) 15.8 (77) | 92.6 (2) | 108.4 (8) 148.6 (24) 


Passing Yards (NFL Rank) 


Opp. Pass. Yards (NFL Rank) 
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The New York Giants were among the draft’s 
movers and shakers, making trades and forc- 
ing other teams to scramble, They went for 
defense, pulling a mild surprise with their 
first-round pick by selecting Eric Dorsey, a 
defensive end from Notre Dame. The 
Giants then traded the rights to offensive 
lineman Gary Zimmerman to Minnesota for 
the Vikings’ two second-round choices, 
then dealt disgruntled cornerback Mark 
Haynes to Denver for the Broncos’ second 
and sixth picks in 1986, and a number-two 
choice in 1987. With four second-round 
choices, they selected Cal State-Fullerton 
cornerback Mark Collins, Washington 
State defensive lineman Erik Howard (a 
likely nose tackle), Ohio State linebacker 
Pepper Johnson, and Arkansas safety 
Greg Lasker. 

Philadelphia used its first-round pick on 
Keith Byars, the great Ohio State running 
back, gambling that Byars’s broken foot 
would heal properly. A Heisman Trophy fa- 
vorite going into the 1985 season, Byars, 
after leading the nation in rushing his junior 
season with 1,764 yards, saw limited action 
in four games, gaining just 213 yards. Tex- 
as A&M fullback Anthony Toney was the 
Eagles’ next choice. With another second- 
round pick, they took Florida linebacker 
Alonzo Johnson, once regarded as the top 
linebacker in the draft, Philadelphia also 
acquired San Francisco quarterback Matt 
Cavanaugh by sending San Francisco its 
1986 third-round pick along with a number- 
two in 1987. 

St. Louis pulled one of the major sur- 
prises of the draft when it selected Michi- 
gan State linebacker Anthony Bell in the 
first round, the fifth pick overall, But the Car- 
dinals want a playmaker on the outside to 
team with last year's number-one choice, 
Freddie Joe Nunn, and Bell (6-3, 230) has 
run the 40 in 4.5 seconds, The Cardinals 
then chose John Lee, UCLA's super-accu- 
rate placekicker, with their second-round 
choice. Moving to shore up its offensive 
line, St. Louis used its third pick on Gene 
Chilton (6-3, 275), a center from Texas. 

Washington, without a first-round pick, 
made some noise in round two. Having 
picked up an early second-round choice 
from Atlanta in a 1985 deal, the Redskins 
selected Markus Koch (6-5, 260), a defen- 
sive end from Boise State, Then they trad- 
ed their tenth-round choice in 1986 and 
their first-round selection in 1987 to San 
Francisco for the chance to select Hawaii's 

| Walter Murray (6-3, 200), one of the draft's 
| premier wide receivers. 

Dallas, in need of a quality wide receiver, 
had the twentieth pick in the first round. 
The Cowboys traded with San Francisco so 
they could move up two spots to land Mike 
Sherrard of UCLA. Sherrard caught 124 
passes for 1,937 yards to become the most 
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BEHIND THE DRAFT 


prolific receiver in the school's history. To 
get him, the Cowboys needed to move 
ahead of the Giants, who had the nine- 
teenth pick and were Known to covet Sher- 
rard, In the second round, Dallas selected 
Arizona State's Darryl Clack (5-11, 206), 
who was one of the fastest running backs 
in the draft. The Cowboys went for defense 
with their third pick, taking UCLA tackle 
Mark Walen. 


1986 Draft Choices 
ST. LOUIS 
Round Player Position College 
1, Anihony Ball LB Michigan State 
2 John Lee K UCLA 
K.| Gane Chiton C Texas 
4 Cari Carter DB Texas Tech 
5 Jet! Tupper DE Oklahoma 
7. Enc Swanson WR Tennessee 
8. Ray Brown G Arkansas State 
9 Kent Katentzis DB Hawaii 
10 Vai Sikahema RB BYU 
10 Wes Smith WR East Texas State 
1 Wayne Dillard LB Aloor State 
12 Kent Austin OB Mississippi 
PHILADELPHIA 
und Player Position College 
1. Keith Byars AB Ohio Stata 
2 Anthony Toney RB Texas AAM 
2 Alonzo Johnson LB Flonda 
4 Matt Darwin C Toxas A&M 
5 Ray Crsweill P Florida 
5. Dan McMillen DE Coloraca 
:] Bob Landsee Cc Wisconsin 
7 Gorm Redick WR Cal State-Fullerton 
7 Byron Lee LB Ohio State 
8 Seth Joyner L5 Texas-E! Paso 
9 Clyde Simmons DE Western Carolina 
10. Junior Tautalatasi AB Washington State 
11, Steve Bogdalek G Michigan State 
12. Reggie Singletary DE North Carolina State 
12. Bobby Howard RB Indiana 
WASHINGTON 
Round Player Position College 
2. Markus Koch DE Bose State 
2. Vialler Murray WR Hawa 
a Alvin Walton Da Kansas 
5 Ravin Cakiwell LS Arkansas 
6. Mark Rymen Cs Washington State 
6. Jim Huddleston G Virgiva 
7, Rick Badanjex Aa Maryland 
8 Kurt Gouveia LS BYU 
9 Wayne Asberry DB Texas A&M 
14 Kenny Falls RB Henderson, Arkansas 
12 Eric Yarber WR idaho 
NEW YORK GIANTS 
Round Player Position College 
1 Enc Dorsey DE Notre Dame 
2 Mark Cofins DB Cal State-Fullerton 
2. Enk Howard NT Washungion State 
2. Pepper Johnson LS Oreo State 
2 Greg Lasxer DS Arkansas 
K | John Washington DE Oslahoma State 
5 Vines Warren WA San Diego State 
6 Ron Brown WR Colorado 
6 solomon Millar WR Utah State 
7 Jon Francis AB Boise State 
8 Steve Cisowskl T Santa Clara 
g. Jim Luebbers DE lowa State 
10, Jerry Kimmel LB Syracuse 
11. = Len Lynch G Maryland 
DALLAS 
Round Player Position College 
1 Mike Sherrard WA UCLA 
2 Darryl Clack AB Arizona State 
a Mark Waen DT UCLA 
a Max Zendejas K. Anzona 
6 Thorton Chander TE Alabama 
6 Stan Gelbaugh 08 Maryland 
6 Licyd Yancey G Tempie 
rj Johnny Holloway WR Kansas 
8 Topper Clemons AB Wake Fores! 
5 John lonata G Flonda State 
10. Bryan Chester G Texas 
11. Garth Jax LB Flonda State 
12. Chris Duliban LB Texas 
12. Tony Flack DB Georga 





Wes Hopkins. is solid. And Ryan doesn't 
need incredible defensive backs to mold a 
good defense, as he proved in Chicago. 

The kicking game, with barefoot place- 
kicker Paul McFadden (25 of 30 field goals 
in his second season) and punter Michacl 
Horan, ranks among the NFL's best. 


ST. LOUIS—The Cardinals were thought to 
be made of Super Bow! stuff, and they looked 
the part starting off 3-1. But they managed 
to win jast two of their next 12 games, and 
head coach Jim Hanifan was fired, 

Hanifan's replacement ts Gene Stallings, 
who coached defensive backs in Dallas for 
i¢ years. Stallings knows his new bunch; 
he has been couching against St. Louis long 
enough, and thinks the talent is there. 

In Neil Lomax, the Cardinals have one of 
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Stump Mitchell is a tough one to catch. 


the most respected young quarterbacks in 
the game. Despite his numbers—3,214 
yards passing —Lomax is coming off a me- 
diocre season, al best. 

With a pair of proven backs—Stump Mit- 
chell, who gained 1,006 yards in 1985, and 
eight-year veteran Ottis Anderson, who 
picked up 1,174 in 1984—the running game 
is set. The offensive line was in a constant 
state of flux last season. Luis Sharpe is one 
of the best tackles in the league, however. 

Injuries hurt the Cardinals last season. 
Wide receiver Roy Green, one of the best in 
the NFL, missed six games. Anderson was 
lost for seven. A healthy Green, in particu- 
lar, will open up the offense dramatically. 
Pat Tilley is a clever receiver with great 
hands, Doug Marsh returns at tight end, 

Injuries to some key defensive personne! — 
cornerback Lionel Washington, linebacker 
Thomas Howard, and safety Benny Perrin, 
in particular—hampered St. Louis consider- 
ably. Freddie Joe Nunn stepped in and was 
impressive as a rookie at weakside line- 
backer, while middle linebacker E.J, Junior 
remains one of the game's great talents. 
Strong safety Leonard Smith also had an ex- 
cellent season, Lonnie Young, a twelfth- 
round draft choice, filled in for Perrin at free 
safety and was a pleasant surprise. 

Punter Carl Birdsong (41.7 average) is 
one of the NFC's best, The new placekicker 
is NCAA record holder John Lee, the second- 
round draft choice from UCLA. 
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In 1983 Toshiba flattened the world of color tele- 
vision when we introduced the FST® a picture tube that 
was flatter and squarer than conventional tubes. 

Now were enlarging this world a flat six inches. 
We're introducing the first TV receiver/monitor with a 26 
inch FST tube. It has all the advantages of our 14 and 20 
inch FST's: 

A wider viewing area; virtually no distortion; less 
cropping at the corners; reduced reflection of ambient 
light; and most importantly, a brighter, sharper picture. 

Like the originals, our new 26 inch (diag. meas.) 
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FST has many other important features including: 
Multiple audio and video inputs and outputs: 
direct computer applications due to its 8 pin RGB port: 
139 channel cable compatibility; a twenty-one key wire- 
less remote control: channel and time on-screen display: 
built-in stereo capability; automatic shut-off for up to 
180 minutes; and Toshiba's 30-month limited warranty. 
But the big news Is its size—the first picture tube 
designed in 26 inches flat. InTouch with Tomorrow 


It's a picture you wont TOSH \ BA 


want to miss. 
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Followers of the NFC Central aren't really 
asking, is anybody good enough to outdis- 
tance the Bears? Instead they're wondering, 
is anybody good enough to make it a race 
for more than half the season? 


CHICAGO—The problem facing the Bears 
is a familiar one to every Super Bow! winner 
that has tried to repeat. They must face them- 
selves first. 

Already, the Bears have been dealt three 
severe blows. Cornerback Leslie Frazier, 
who severely damaged his left knee in Super 
Bow! XX, 1s out for the year. So is Dennis 
McKinnon, the outstanding wide receiver, 
who also has a serious knee problem. Buddy 
Ryan, the coach who served as the defense’s 
plasma, has moved on to Philadelphia. 

Offensively, they have the perfect leader 
in Jim McMahon, who has overcome injury 
problems to become one of the best quarter- 
backs in the league. Walter Payton seems to 
be getting better with age, as his 1,551 yards 
in 1985 would attest, Matt Suhey, a seven- 
year veteran, is an outstanding blocker and a 
perfect complement to Payton. 

The offensive line, led by center Jay Hil- 
genberg and tackle Jim Covert. both Pro 
Bowl selections last season, is as good as 
anybody's. Tight ends Emery Moorehead 
and Tim Wrightman are serviceable. 

Without McKinnon, there could be a prob- 
lem at wide receiver. Not only was McKin- 
non a reliable target, he may have been the 
best blocking receiver in the game. Willie 
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Green Ba Y quarterback Jim Zorn will work behind young offensive line. 


NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


Gault, blazing fast, is a true gamebreaker. 

The personnel will be the same on the de- 
fense, though the scheme will be different 
under new coordinator Vince Tobin. The 
Bears likely will continue to show a variety 
of looks to offenses. 

For starters, they are unequaled in the 
front seven, The foursome of Dan Hampton, 
Steve McMichael, William Perry, and Super 
Bow! most-valuable-player Richard Dent ts 
outstanding, and the linebacking corps of 
Mike Singletary. Otis Wilson, and Wilber 
Marshall is both physical and active. 

The strength of the front seven helped the 
Bears overcome some deficiencies in the 
backfield. Frazier 1s gone for now, which 
means they must come up with a new right 
cornerback. That figures to be Reggie Phil- 
lips, who made the team as a rookie, then 
filled in for Frazier in the Super Bow! and re- 
turned an interception 28 yards for a touch- 
down. Strong safety Dave Duerson surprised 
many by having such a good season he was 
voted into the Pro Bowl, Free safety Gary 
Fencik, at age 32. still hits hard. 

The kicking game was surprisingly good, 
with rookie Kevin Butler (31 of 37 field 
goals and an NFL-high 144 points) and vet- 
eran punter Maury Buford (42.2 average). 


GREEN BAY—The Packers were a .500 
team for the second-consecutive season, 
but coach Forrest Gregg isn’t dismayed. 
What Gregg must find is a quarterback. 
Oft-injured Lynn Dickey, who'll turn 37 in 


Vernon Biever 


October, sat himself down last year and 
Gregg suddenly had to choose between an- 
other aging veteran, Jim Zorn, and second- 
year quarterback Randy Wright. 

Despite the uncertainty of not knowing 
who would throw to him, James Lofton had 
another Pro Bow! season (69 catches for 
1,153 yards), and Pau! Coffman is a superb 
tight end. Another top receiver opposite Lof- 
ton would help. Phillip Epps, a speedster 
who caught 44 passes, may be the one. 

The running game has been inconsistent. 
Eddie Lee Ivery (636 yards) is the main 
threat. He gets help from Jessie Clark (633 
yards) and Gerry Ellis (571 yards). 

The offensive line, buoyed by first-round 
draft choice Ken Ruettgers at left tackle and 
third-round pick Rich Moran at left guard, 
showed signs of improvement in 1985. Vet- 
erans Ron Hallstrom and Greg Koch likely 
will man the right side of the line, at guard 
and tackle, respectively. Mark Cannon 1s 
the center. Defensively, the front seven 1s 
well-stocked, led by ends Ezra Johnson (91% 
sacks) and Alphonso Carreker (9 sacks), and 
nose tackle Donnie Humphrey. Mike Doug- 
lass and John Anderson are solid outside line- 
backers. Inside linebacker Randy Scott was 
the team leader in tackles with 76. Fifth- 
round draft choice Brian Noble became a 
starter at the other inside position. 

There is talent in the defensive backfield 
with cornerbacks Tim Lewis and Mark Lee. 
and safeties Mark Murphy and Tom Flynn, 

Al Del Greco shored up the Packers’ place- 
kicking. He converted 19 of 26 field goals, 
including a club-record-tying four against 
Detroit in week 15. Another former tree 
agent, Don Bracken (40.5 yards), seems set 
as the punter. 


MINNESOTA— Once again, Bud Grant 
has departed from coaching in favor of hunt- 
ing and fishing. Taking his place ts Jerry 
Burns, for 20 years an assistant coach in the 
NFL, and offensive coordinator of the V1- 
kings since 1968. 

The team leader again figures to be quar- 
terback Tommy Kramer, who ts coming off 
a so-so season in Which he passed for 3,522 
yards and 19 touchdowns, but was intercept- 
ed 26 times. He has an outstanding young 
tight end in Steve Jordan (68 catches), and 


Bears defensive end Richard Dent, the 
Super Bow! most valuable player, was 
the NFL's sack leader with 1 7. 





Chuck Solonnwn 









\\ GETYOUROWN 
ERICAN FLAG. OR 








\\ $Lo0 CASH REFUND 


\\ When You Buy 





Choose One: 
— American Flag (3 
—Free with 10 proots- 
of-purchase 
— American Flag is 25) 
—§$3.00 plus 5 proo 
of-purchase 
-] American Flag (3'x 5") 
—§5.00 plus 1 proot- 
of-purchase 
$1.50 Cash Refund 
Pius Window Decal 


—Free with 3 proofs- 
of-purchase 


= | 


7 


Reed 

















Cho a 164 i 


Full a tt. by 5 tt. size American Flag 
Durable, washable, weather resistant 
A regular $12.00 value 
@ Free with proofs-of-purchase from any 
10 "Eveready Super Heavy Duty 
battery pees 
m= 53 plus 5 proofs-of-purchase 
@ S5 plus 1 proof-of-purchase 
$1.50 Cash Refund Pius Flag 
Window Decal | 
Made of color fast Mylar” for house or car window. 
@ Free with 3 proofs-of-purchase from 
“Eveready” Super Heavy Duty batteries 






MAIL-IN OFFICIAL CERTIFICATE 


To receive a FREE American Flag ot $1.50 Cash Retund with Window Decal (by mail) 
complete and mai tis coupon with the required proo!l-of-purchase symbols from 
packages of “Eveready” Super Heavy Duty Batteries to: “Eveready” American Flag/ 
Cash Refund Offer, P.O. Box 8005, Westport, CT 06868 


Name 

Address 

CE —— ——— 
Amount Enclosed $ 


Zip Code 


(Paetuere) 


No. of Proofs-of-Purchase Enclosed 


Only one request per household of organization Offer only in WU S.A. Vo where prombiled, lased 
bcended or restricted. OFFICIAL CEATIFICATE REQUIRED, REPRODUCTIONS VOID. Refund 
reguest vod im refyund check nol cashed in iz manihs of check date. Allow 8 weeks for shipment 
Requests recowed atter offer ends vow 


SHD- 1600 Mylar ts a Trademark of E | Dupont De Nemours 4 Co Offer encda 1/31/87 





Tommy Kramer leads the Vikings. 


Anthony Carter (43 catches, 821 yards) and 
Mike Jones (46 receptions) have emerged as 
dangerous, albeit small, wide receivers. 

Under Grant’s more imaginative offen- 
sive scheme, running back Darrin Nelson 
started to live up to his promise, rushing for 
893 yards. Ted Brown, who scored 10 touch- 
downs. and Alfred Anderson provide sup- 
port for Nelson. The right side of the offen- 
sive line—guard Terry Tausch and tackle 
Tim Irwin—has established itself. The rest 
of the unit figures to consist of center Den- 
nis Swilley, guard Brent Boyd, and tackle 
David Huffman. 

Grant completely revamped this team, 
especially on defense. His top draft pick last 
year, 6-foot 5-inch, 250-pound outside line- 
backer Chris Doleman, became an instant 
starter and finished third in tackles with 69. 
And the defensive line improved thanks in 
large part (302 pounds) to nose tackle Tim 
Newton. But with the Vikings returning to 
the 4-3 defense. some shuffling must be done. 

Keith Millard. the Vikings’ number-one 
dratt choice in 1984, came over from the 
USFL last season and made a big impact. A 
Starter at right end, Millard led Minnesota 
with 11 sacks. Doug Martin is dependable 
on the left side. 

Veteran inside linebacker Scott Studwell. 
the team leader in tackles with 109, remains 
the heart and soul of the defense. He'll prob- 
ably return to his middle linebacker post. 
His partners figure to be Doleman and im- 
proving Chris Martin (62 tackles). Dennis 
Fowlkes and David Howard add depth. Only 
four players started every game in 1985, 
and safety Joey Browner—a Pro Bowl selec- 
tion—and cormerback Willie Teal were two 
of them. 

Now that Jan Stenerud has retired, Burns 
must come up with a new kicker. Punter 
Greg Coleman averaged 42.8 yards per kick. 


DETROIT—If they didn’t have to play out- 
side the Silverdome. the Detroit Lions might 
never lose. The Lions won seven games last 
year—six at home. But the improvement in 
this team was noticeable, as first year coach 
Darryl Rogers led a jump from 4-1 1-1 to 7-9. 

Rogers must find a way to get more pro- 
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duction from quarterback Eric Hipple, who 
passed for 2,952 yards and 17 touchdowns, 
but also threw 18 interceptions. Billy Sims, 
one of the league’s best runners, has missed 
the last year and a half with a knee injury, 
and it appears he may be unable to play. Vet- 
eran Wilbert Montgomery's knee injury also 
makes him questionable, Without them, the 
weight once again will fall on versatile full- 
back James Jones (886 yards and 45 recep- 
tions). The receiving corps, featuring Leon- 
ard Thompson and Mark Nichols, has good 
speed but needs to develop consistency. 
David Lewis figures as the tight end. 

The offensive line showed promise de- 
spite injuries that forced Rogers to move 
veteran Keith Dorney from right tackle to 
right guard. But several young players, such 
as first-round choice Lomas Brown, a bud- 
ding star at left tackle, came through, Dor- 
ney and Brown likely will be joined on the 
line by guard Chris Dieterich, center Steve 
Mott, and tackle Rich Strenger. 

The loss of nose tackle Doug English 10 
games into the season with a ruptured dise in 
his neck hurt the defense. Right end William 
Gay had seven sacks in 1985, second on the 
team. Eric Williams, a converted end, likely 
will take over at nose tackle for English, 
who was forced to retire. Keith Ferguson 
figures to be the starter at left end. 
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The linebacking bright spot was Jimmy 
Williams. He will be joined by Angelo King 
(third in tackles with 90) on the outside, and 
August Curley and Ken Fantetti inside. 

The young defensive backfield of free 
safety William Graham, the team leader in 
tackles with 113, cornerbacks Bruce McNor- 
ton and Bobby Watkins, and strong safety 
Demetrious Johnson, had a promising year. 

The kicking game was excellent. Place- 
kicker Eddie Murray, one of the NFL's best, 
made 26 of 31 field goals, including 18 of 
his last 20, Mike Black (41.8 average) is a 
good young punter. 


TAMPA BAY —The Buccaneers have been 
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Tampa Bay used the draft's top choice to 
take Bo Jackson, Auburn's brilliant Heis- 
man Trophy-winning running back, a player 
tabbed by scouts for instant stardom. With 
another first-round choice, they chose 
SMU cornerback Roderick Jones, a world- 
class quarter-miler who also has earned a 
reputation as a hard hitter, Seeking defen- 
sive help, Tampa Bay opened the second 
round by taking Jackson Stale linebacker 
Jackie Walker, then selected Oklahoma's 
highly touted Kevin Murphy, a defensive 
end who will play linebacker, with its other 
second-round choice. 

Chicago may have been the NFL's best 
team last season, but the Bears did not 
enter the draft without needs. Serious knee 
injuries to wide receiver Dennis McKin- 
non and cornerback Leslie Frazier created 
holes. With their first-round pick, however, 
the Bears, perhaps looking for a future re- 
placement for Walter Payton, couldn't pass 
up Florida running back Neal Anderson, 
who ran for 1,034 yards and eight touch- 
downs last season. In the next two rounds, 
the Bears went for need. They used their 
second-round selection on Washington cor- 
nerback Vestee Jackson, who some scouts 
rated the top cornerback prospect in the 
draft, and their third on Illinois wide receiver 
David Williams. 

Detroit entered the draft with two strong 
offensive needs—a running back to re- 
place injured Billy Sims, whose career may 
be over, and a quarterback. They got their 
men. With their first-round selection, they 
took lowa's Chuck Long, last year’s Heis- 
man Trophy runner-up who completed 67 
percent of his passes for 3,297 yards and 
27 touchdowns. On round two, they picked 
Garry James, LSU's outstanding running 
back who rushed for a career total of 2,217 
yards while playing a secondary role to Dal- 
ton Hilliard in the Tigers’ run-oriented of- 
fense. In the third round, the Lions picked 
somebody to block for those two when they 
took North Carolina State's huge (6-5, 305) 
Joe Milinichik, a strongman who can bench 
press more than 500 pounds. 

Green Bay was without a first-round se- 
lection, having dealt it to San Diego in 1984 
lo acquire the rights to defensive back 
Mossy Cade, But the Packers may have ac- 
quired one of the steals of the draft in round 
two when they took running back Kenneth 
Davis, who had off-the-field problems at 
TCU and played in just one game in 1985 
(gaining 152 yards and catching five 
passes for 81 more). Davis was a first-team 
All-America in 1984, The Packers, looking 
for a young quarterback, took Robbie Bosco 
of BYU in the third round. Despite an in- 
jured shoulder, Bosco passed for 4,273 
yards and 30 touchdowns last season. As a 
junior, he threw for 3,875 yards and 33 
touchdowns. 


BEHIND THE DRAFT 


Minnesota entered the draft in search of 
help for both its defensive and offensive 
lines. After switching positions with San Di- 
ego in the first round (from eighth to four- 
leenth, in exchange for the Chargers’ sec- 
ond-round pick), the Vikings selected Au- 
burn defensive end Gerald Robinson (6-3, 
240), who has great pass-rush potential. 
The Vikings traded thal second-round pick 
and their own second-round choice to the 
New York Giants for the rights to guard 
Gary Zimmerman, a blue-chip prospect 
who played in the USFL the past two sea- 
sons. In the fourth round, the Vikings draft- 
ed SMU'’s Joe Phillips, a 6-4, 290-pound de- 
fensive tackle who is strong enough to play 
nose tackle, Minnesota's fifth-round selec- 
tion was Hassan Jones, a wide receiver out 
of Florida State who could help immediately, 


1986 Draft Choices 
TAMPA BAY 
Round Player Position College 
Bo Jackson AB Auburn 
1 Rodenck Jones DB SMU 
2 Jacke Walker LB Jackson State 
2 Kewn Murphy L6 Oslahoma 
4 Craig Swoope 08 (hinges 
5 J.D. Maarteveld T Maryland 
6 Kevin Wainer DB Easi Carohra 
9. TommyBamhardt  P North Caroling 
10 Benton Reed DE Mississippi 
11 Mark Drenth T Purdue 
12 Clay Miller G Michigan 
12. Mike Crawtord RB Anzona State 
MINNESOTA 
1 Gerald Rotenson CE Audun 
4 Joe Priips oT Suu 
5 Hassan Jones WA Flora Sinte 
6 Thomas Aooas AS Merges. 
7, Carl Hatton TE Housion 
8 Gary Scrppang tT West Chester, Pa 
a. Mike Slaton Oa South Oaacta 
10. Joe Cormier WR usc 
i! John Armstrong DB Fuchmond 
t2 Jesse Sclomon LS Flonda State 
DETROIT 
Round Player Position College 
1 Chuck Lang Le | lowa 
2 Garry James AB LSU 
3 Joe Milinichik T North Carolina State 
4 Devon Mitchell Ds lows 
5 Oscar Smith Re Nicholls State 
8. Alyn Griffin WA Wyoming 
9 Lyle Pickens DB Colorado 
10 Tracy Johnson LB Morningside 
1 Leiand Mehain WR Fichmand 
12 Allan Durden dB Arizona 
GREEN BAY 
Round Player Position 
z Kenneth Davis AS TCU 
Robbie Bosco OB BYU 
4 Tim Harms LB Mempinvs State 
4.  DankKnight San Diego State 
5 Matt Koart OT usc 
6 Bumell Dent LB Tulane 
7 Ed Berry Utah State 
8 Michael Cline NT Arkansas State 
9. Brent Moore OT USC 
10 Gary Spann L5 TCU 
CHICAGO 
Round Player Position College 
1. Neal Anderson AB Flordia 
2 Vestee Jackson 08 Washington 
a. Dawd Wikams. WR re | 
A. Pad Blaw T Cilahoma State 
5. Lew Bames WR Oregon 
6. Jef Powell Ae Tennessee 
7. Bruce Jones 06 North Alabarna 
B. MaunceDougiass DG Kentucky 
9. John Teltschik P Tewas 
10. Barton Hundley Da Kansas State 
11. Gien Kozlowski WR Brigham Young 





down so long they probably will settle for 
anything, as long as they can sce progress. 
And tn 1986, there seems to be a good 
chance for such improvement. 

It will be difficult to contribute more than 
running back James Wilder. One of the 
league's greatest all-purpose backs, Wilder 
is coming off a season in which he rushed 
for 1,300 yards and 10 touchdowns, and 
caught 53 passes for 341 yards. He'll be 
joined by the NFL’s number-one draft choice, 
Bo Jackson of Auburn. 

But if the Buccaneers improve much this 
season, it may be up to quarterback Steve 
Young. The former BYU All-America and 
USFL standout started just five games last 
season, but showed the poise and athletic 
ability to be an outstanding NFL quarterback. 











Either Young or likely backup Steve De- 
Berg could use some help at receiver, where 
wide receiver Kevin House and tight end Jim- 
mic Giles led the team with 44 and 43 
catches, respectively. 

The offensive line is anchored by the 
right-side tandem of guard Sean Farrell and 
tackle Ron Heller, former Penn State team- 
mites. The left side figures to come from 
wmong Rick Mallory. Steve Courson, and 
George Yarno. Randy Grimes ts the center. 

Defensively, the Buccaneers have been 
severely hurt by the retirement of all-pro end 
Lee Roy Selmon. With linebacker Hugh 
Green traded to Miami early last season, 
the stars of the defense turned out to be in- 
side linebacker Jeff Davis, the team leader 
in tackles, and comerback Jeremiah Castille, 
who intercepted a team-high seven passes, 

Linebackers Scot Brantley and Chris 
Washington were armong the team leaders in 
tuckies, and, with Davis, Keith Browner, 
and Ervin Randle, form a promising unit. 

There is 4 promising youngster in the sec- 
ondary in safety David Greenwood, who 
had five interceptions in his first season in 
the NFL. But outside of Castille and Green- 
wood, no other defender had more than one, 

Placekicker Donald Izwebuike hit 22 of 32 
ficld goals, with a long of 53 yards. Punter 
Frank Gareia (42-yard average) returns. 
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THE MEW MSSAN 300ZX 
PACE CAR FOR THE 
PERFORMANCE 
GENERATION. 


Very few automobiles have generated 
the excitement and emotional involvement 
of the Z-car. It was not surprising then, to read 
that Motor Trend Magazine calied the 300 Zx, 
“the best all-around Z-car ever built.’ 

And now, Nissan has taken one more step 
in the thoughtful evolution of this classic. 

At the heart of this Z is one of the most 
technologically advanced, 3-liter, V-6 engines 
in the world. Track proven, this sophisticated 
design includes computerized electronic 


aleiidoeleamallomial|emelarlslenalelgnele) | -melsaalc 


jah:je[sieReme)anleleiae)aneiarslan|e|-e-mmal-nae| sete 
‘anlele(cimelejacpeltia@-aelliyiale m8 Ohaleas- ele) <8 
NT aTslomtelen@elanle)isicmaaicnalellemiiejaialsieials 


THE NAME [SIMISSAN 


= Peer 
cE NISSAN | 





powerplant of the 300 ZX with electronically 
adjustable shocks, the result is startling. 


_ Outside, fender flares, housing wider 
tires, are integrated into the body. The air 
dam is extended and rocker panel extensions 
reduce air turbulence. All this, plus a wider 
track results in better handling than ever. 


inside, a choice of electronic or analog 
instrumentation along with every conceiv- 
able luxury, including a resounding 80-watt, 
6-speaker stereo system. 


The 300 2x, turbo or fuel injected. Once 
you get inside a Z, a Z will get inside of you. 





NATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 








Cun the San Francisco 49ers, who went 
from world champions to wild-card losers in 
one season, make it all the way back? 


LOS ANGELES—The Rams were nor the 
surprise of the league in 1985. A playotf 
team in 1984, they were expected to im- 
prove, and they did, reaching the NFC Cham- 
pionship Game under the expert guidance of 
coach John Robinson. 

Robinson knows that to improve he must 
receive better production at quarterback, 
where Dieter Brock has been the topic of 
much speculation during the offseason, espe- 
cially in light of the signing of 1 l-year vet- 
eran Steve Bartkowski, who had a long, 
illustrious career in Atlanta. 

Brock, who completed a team-record 
59.7% of his passes and threw for 2.658 
yards and 16 touchdowns in his first season 
in the NFL, is slow afoot and has yet to 
prove he can throw the long bal! well. 

The running game, of course, is just fine. 
In Eric Dickerson, Robinson has a back who 
can have an off year—such as the one he 
had in 1985—and still gain 1,234 yards. 

Robinson has a big tight end who can run 
in Tony Hunter (50 catches) and he has two 
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Running back Roger Craig was a 1,000- yard rusher and receiver in 1985. 
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outside receivers with great speed in Henry 
Ellard, the NFC's top punt returner with a 
13.5 average, and Ron Brown, the top kick- 
off returner in the league with a 32.8 aver- 
age. The offensive linc, massive and mobile 
and featuring four Pro Bow! performers in 
guards Kent Hill and Dennis Harrah, center 
Doug Smith, and tackle Jackie Slater, may 
be the best in the game. Irv Pankey ts solid 
at the other tackle. 

Defensively, end Gary Jeter, with 1] sacks, 
was reborn as a designated pass rusher, and 
inside linebacker Jim Collins and outside 
linebacker Mike Wilcher played at the all- 
pro level. 

Doug Reed proved to be a more-than- 
adequate replacement for the retired Jack 
Youngblood at left end, registering 7% 
sacks. Nose tackle figures to be a battle 
among veterans Greg Meisner and Charles 
DeJumett, and young Shawn Miller. Reggie 
Doss again should be the starter at night end. 

Steady 10-year veteran Carl Ekem pairs 
with Collins to pive the Rams a solid inside 
linebacker duo. Wilcher’s partner on the out- 
side is Mel Owens. 

The defensive backfield of cornerbacks 
LeRoy Irvin and Gary Green and safeties 
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Nolan Cromwell and Johnnie Johnson is as 
good a quartet as any in the NFL. 

Pro Bowl punter Dale Hatcher (43.2 aver- 
age) and placekicker Mike Lansford (22 of 
29 field goals) are excellent kickers. 


SAN FRANCISCO— What happened to the 
49ers in 1985? There are those who say they 
got fat as the hungrier Bears and Rams and 
Patnots ran by. There were injuries. Joe Mon- 
tana had what was—for him—an off year. 

San Francisco remains a sound team. The 
49ers led the NFC in total offense and were 
seventh in defense. Montana, who passed 
for 3,653 yards and 27 touchdowns, with 
only 13 interceptions, had a 91.3 passer rat- 
ing to lead the NFC. Roger Craig had one of 
the best seasons in NFL. history, becoming 
the first running back ever to gain 1,000 
yards both running (1,050) and receiving 
(1,016). Craig’s running mate, Wendell 
Tyler (867 yards, 5.1 average), gives the 
49ers an outstanding 1-2 punch. 

When healthy, the offensive line is one of 
the best around. Right guard Randy Cross 
has been chosen to play in three Pro Bowls, 
Center Fred Quillan was picked last year, 
while right tackle Keith Fahnhorst made the 
team after the 1984 season. John Ayers is a 
reliable, efficient left guard, while tackle 
Bubba Paris faces a critical season as he 
trics to establish his claim to the position. 

As a rookie, Jerry Rice caught 49 passes 
for 927 yards (18.9 average), and he figures 
to keep getting better, Veteran Dwight Clark 
(54 catches) remains an excellent receiver. 
At ght end, Russ Francis (44 receptions for 
478 yards) had the best season of his 10-year 
career. Backup John Frank is a tough, some- 
times overly aggressive blocker, _ 

The defense is a gifted bunch. Up front, 
pass-rushing end Fred Dean is 34 and defi- 
nitely has shipped, but nose guard Michael 
Carter is about to become one of the 
league's great forces. Flanking Carter are 
ends John Harty and Dwaine Board, who led 
in sacks with 1144, 

Inside linebacker Riki Ellison, who Ied 
the 4%ers in tackles with 106, is a hard- 
nosed football player. Another in the Ellison 


The Rams’ Henry Ellard is one of the 
league's young stars, both as a punt re- 
turner (he was the NFC's best last sea- 
son) and a big-play wide receiver. 
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Ernest Paine punch, brand and drive 
2200 head of cattle across 500,000 acres 
of land. Without a discouraging word. 
So they each received a bottle of VO. 
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mold is Michael Walter, who didn’t fit in as 
an outside linebacker with Dallas, and was 
picked up by San Francisco on waivers in 
1984, He began to blossom last season, fin- 
ishing third in tackles with 81, and adding 
3: sacks. Keena Turner and Todd Shell 
man the outside positions. The defensive 
backfield, with right cornerback Eric Wright 
(a Pro Bow! pick) and left comer Dwight 
Hicks, and safeties Ronnie Lott and Carlton 
Williamson, a Pro Bowl selection, is out- 
standing. 

It’s difficult to say if time has run out on 
36-year-old placekicker Ray Wersching, 
who converted just [3 of 21 field-goal tries. 
Punter Max Runager (39.8 average) also 
may have to fight for his job. 


NEW ORLEANS—With a new head coach 
in Jim Mora, who won back-to-back cham- 
pionships in the USFL, and a new general 
manager in Jim Finks, the Saints will start 
all over. Again, 

The primary concerns for Mora and his 
coaching staff have to be on offense. At age 
3}. Earl Campbell, although capable of a 
burst now and then, obviously is not the run- 
ner he once was. Wayne Wilson (645 yards) 
was the most productive runner last season. 

The receiving problem becomes obvious 
when you realize that tight end Hoby Bren- 
ner led the team in receptions last year with 
42, Eric Martin, a seventh-round draft choice, 
led the wide receivers with 35 catches. Eu- 
gene Goodlow was the Saints’ deep threat 
with 32 receptions. 

Mora will choose from among a trio of cap- 
able quarterbacks—Dave Wilson, Bobby 
Hebert, and Richard Todd, 

The offensive line will be a lot better if 
left guard Brad Edelman, bothered by knee 
injuries the past two seasons, stays healthy. 
Steve Korte is one of the league's best 
young centers, and Stan Brock is accom- 
plished at right tackle. Dave Lafary will be 
the left tackle, 

The defense has its share of talent. End 
Bruce Clark (81 sacks) is an outstanding 
player, as is outside linebacker Rickey Jack- 
son (11 sacks), one of the best at his position 
in the game. 

Tony Elliott, who started at nose tackle last 
season, may be pushed by Frank Warren. 
Young James Geathers (61% sacks) and War- 
ren also will compete with Jim Wilks for 
the job at right end. 

Inside linebacker Jack Del Rio overcame 
his *ttoo slow’’ rap and had a surprisingly 
good rookie season. The other inside line- 
backer, Glen Redd, was the team leader in 
tackles with 112. Look for Alvin Toles, a 
number-one draft choice last season, to push 
Del Rio and Redd for playing ume. James 
Haynes is penciled in as the other outside 
starter opposite Jackson. 

The defensive backfield includes superb 
cornerback Johnnie Poe and promising 
young corner Dave Waymer, the team inter- 
ception leader with six. New Orleans ranked 
eleventh in the NFC in pass defense. But the 
Saints were hurt badly by the loss of talented 





Terry Hoage may switch to free safety. 


strong safety Russell Gary, who went down 
in the second game with a knee injury. If 
Gary makes it all the way back, then Terry 
Hoage—Gary’s replacement last season— 
will compete with Frank Wattelet for the 
starting free-safety position. 
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The kicking game ts solid. Morten Ander- 
sen had a superb season, converting his final 
l4 field goals, Punter Brian Hansen seems 
headed for a productive career. 


ATLANTA—The Falcons, despite back-to- 
back 4-12 seasons under coach Dan Hen- 
ning, have opted for stability at the top, Hen- 
ning is back for his fourth season. However. 
his defensive staff has been totally re- 
vamped, with Marion Campbell—the for- 
mer Philadelphia head coach—coming in as 
coordinator and bringing his Eagles defen- 
sive assistants with him. 

Henning vowed there would be changes at 
quarterback, where last season's starter, 
Dave Areher (1,992 yards, 7 touchdowns, 
17 interceptions), seems ideally suited for a 
backup role. True to his word, Henning 
made a deal for Turk Schonert, trading a 
third-round draft choice to Cincinnati for the 
29-year-old former Stanford star. 

The Falcons need an aerial game to 
complement their superb running attack. 
Auanta still is hoping for the return of for- 
mer all-pro William Andrews, who missed 
last season with a knee injury and whose 
prospects for 1986 seem dim, but they do 
have Gerald Riggs, and he’s a load. Riggs 
last year led the NFC and was second in the 
NFL with 1.719 rushing yards. Remarkably, 
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BEHIND THE DRAFT 


On draft day, lew teams worked harder 
than San Francisco. There were eight early 
trades, and the 49ers were involved in five, 
mostly so they could “trade down" in the 
draft for more choices. They didn't have 
a pick until midway through the second 
round, when they bolstered their defensive 
front by selecting Larry Roberts, a 6-3, 
260-pound end from Alabama. They traded 
another second-round choice, along with a 
tenth, to Washington in exchange for the 
Redskins’ number-one choice in 1987. In 
the third round, the 49ers, with a pick ob- 
lained from Buffalo, drafted Nebraska full- 
back Tom Rathman, an excellent blocker 
and power runner. With two other number- 
three picks, they took Texas-Arlington 
defensive back Tim McKyer (with Philadel- 
phia's choice obtained by sending backup 
quarterback Matt Cavanaugh to the Eag- 
les) and Delaware State wide receiver 
John Taylor. 

Los Angeles Rams coach John Robin- 
son expressed a need for offensive line- 
men. True to his word, he used his first- 
round choice to select Mike Schad, a 6-4, 
275-pound tackle guard out of Queens 
University in Kingston, Ontario. Schad, 
who has been timed in 4.69 seconds for 40 
yards, is considered to be the most accom- 
plished Canadian football prospect ever. 

“Physically, he's the best line prospect any 
of us [Rams staff] have ever seen,” said 
Robinson, who went on to compare Schad 
with a player he coached at USC, Cincin- 
nati's perennial AFC-NFC Pro Bow! tackle 
Anthony Murioz. In the second round, the 
Rams took Tom Newberry, a 6-2, 281- 
pound guard oul of Wisconsin-La Crosse 
who eventually may play nose tackle, The 
Rams are unsettled at quarterback, so they 
Grafted Washington's Hugh Millen in the 
third round. Millen started the first nine 
games for the Huskies in 1985 before injur- 
ing his shoulder. Earlier in the day, Los 
Angeles traded backup quarterback Jeff 
Kemp to San Francisco to get in position to 
draft Millen. 

The New Orleans Saints, with the sixth 
pick of the draft, selected highly regarded 
Jim Dombrowski, a 6-5, 289-pound offen- 
sive tackle from Virginia who is projected 
as an immediate starter. In the second 
round, the Saints didn't stray far from 
home, picking Dalton Hilliard, who set 
the LSU career rushing record with 4,050 
yards. New Orleans used its pick in round 
three to draft Rueben Mayes, who had a 
superd career al Washington State, rush- 
ing for 1,674 yards in his junior year and 
1,249 yards as a senior. With their other 
third-rounder, the Saints selected Georgia 
Tech linebacker Pat Swilling. In the fourth 
round, the Saints added more offense with 
Kelvin Edwards, a wide receiver out of Lib- 





erty Baptist College (Virginia). 

Atlanta concentrated its efforts eariy in 
the draft. The Falcons, having acquired a 
quarterback — Cincinnati's Turk Schonen— 
before the draft, took Tony Casillas, Okla- 
homa’'s brilliant nose tackle and Lombardi 
Award winner, with the second overall pick. 
Casillas, a 277-pounder, is an impact play- 
er who figures to play as Atlanta switches 
its defense from a 4-3 to a 3-4 under new 
defensive coordinator Marion Campbell. 
The Faicons commitment to improving 
their defense under Campbell was evident 
when they used their other first-round pick 
for Syracuse defensive lineman Tim Green, 
who will play inside linebacker, But the Fal- 
cons, having traded away choices, didn't 
select again until the sixth round, when 
they had two picks—5-9, Floyd Dixon, a 
wide receiver from Stephen F. Austin, and 
5-9 Keith Williams, a running back from 


Southwest Missouri State, 

1966 Draft Choices 

ATLANTA 

Round Player Position College 

Tory Casalas NT Qwahoma 

1 Ten Green LS Syracuse 
6 Fioyd Doron WR Stephen F. Austin 
5 Ke:th Willams ai 5. W. Masoun 
8 Kewn Hudgens DE idaho State 
9 Kevin Starks TE Minnesota 

10 Tony Baker AB Eas! Carolina 

11 Chris Hegg C8 Northeast Missouri 

12 Steve Griffin WA Purdue 

NEW ORLEANS 

Round Player Position College 
] Jan Dombrowsai T Veron 
2 Datton Hebard AB LSU) 
3 Fueben Mayes AB Wastengton State 
3 Pat Swilling LB George Tech 
3. Barry Word AB Virginia 
4. Kelvin Edwards WR Liberty Bapts! 
5 Reggie Sutton DB Miami 
6 Robert Thompson WR Youngstown 
7 Gill Fenerty Ag Holy Cross 
8 Filipa Mokofisi LB Utah 
9. Merion Jones LB Flonda AAM 

10 Jon Dumbauld DE Kontucky 

4 Pat Swoopes NT Missasipp! State 

12. Sebastian Brown WR Bethune-Cookman 

SAN FRANCISCO 

Round Player Position College 
2. Larry Roberts DE Alabama 
3 Tom Rathman AB Nebrasss 
3. TimMcKyer 06 Touas-Arington 
2 John Taylor WR Deuware State 
4. Chartes Haley LB James Madson 
4. Sieve Wallace T Auburn 
4. Kenn Fagan DT Maru 
5. Patrica Miler LB Fiorda 
6. Don Griffin DB Weddle Tennessee 
8. Jim Pope TE Vandertel 
= Tony Cherry AB Oregon 

10. Eliston Stinson WA Rice 

10. Harold Hainan LB Auburn 

LOS ANGELES RAMS 

Round Player Position 
1 tice Scnad T Quees a, Ontano 
2 Tom Newterry G Wiscornen-LaCrosee 
3 Hough Millen O08 Wastengion 
6 Aodert Com T UCLA 
6 Lynn Wihams AB Karsas 
| Steve Janecu LB cl 
8 Hank Goebel yy Cal State Fullerton 
= Eibert Watts D8 usc 

10 Garrett Breeland LB usc 

11 Chul Schwanke AS Soutn Dakota 

12. Marcus Oupree AB Onlahoma 





Gerald Riggs led the NEC i in rushing. . 


he went the entire season— 397 carries, 33 
receptions — without fumbling. 

Billy (White Shoes) Johnson, who turned 
44 in the offseason, was superb at one wide 
receiver position last year. Johnson caught 
62 passes for 830 yards and five touchdowns, 
He became the all-time NFL leader in punt- 
return yardage, finishing the season with 
3.036 yards. Johnson also passed 10,000 
total yards in his career, combined receiv- 
ing, rushing. and returns. The other promi- 
nent wideouts are Stacey Bailey, who 
slipped from 67 catches for 1.138 yards in 
1984 to 30 for 364 last season, and Charlie 
Brown. Improving Arthur Cox (33 catches 
for 434 yards) ts the tight end. 

The oftensive line, injury-riddied in 1985, 
has a chance to be very good, with second- 
year mght guard Bill Fralic destined to be an 
all-pro. Right tackle Brett Miller was a plea- 
sant surprise, Left tackle Mike Kenn must re- 
cover from knee surgery for this unit to real- 
ly blossom, At 40, center Jeff Van Note tru- 
ly is. one of the NFL's ageless wonders, 

The big changes for this team will come 
on defense, where Campbell, one of the 
NFL's most respected defensive technic- 
rans, wall junk the 4-3 and install a 3-4. The 
defensive line, which recorded 47 sacks a 
vear ago, 18 led by Rick Bryan (7% sacks) 
and Mike Pitts (100 tackles. 7: sacks), but 
it is being dismantled and no one seems to 
know who's going to play where. 

Middle linebacker Buddy Curry, who led 
the Falcons in tackles for the sixth consecu- 
tive season, is the linebacking leader, but 
the other positions are open. 

The secondary allowed a club-record 32 
touchdown passes last season. Left corner- 
back Bobby Butler had a team-high five 
thefts, while safety Scott Case Jed the unit in 
tackles with 95. 

The kicking game improved in 1985, and 
placekicker Mick Luckhurst (24 of 31 field 
goals) will return for his sixth season. There 
could be 4 battle for the punting job, where 
Rick Donnelly (43.6 average) will try to re- 
gain his job from Ralph Giacomarro. 
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DODGE LANCER. 

THE AFFORDABLE 
FAMILY SEDAN 
WITH THE HEART 
OF A SPORTS CAR. 





If you're in need of 

a family sedan, but 
V/o)8| malssclascalane 
sports car, take 

heart. Because Dodge 
Lancer is the family 
sedan that’s hidden a 
sports car inside. 
Standard features 
include: 


£60 extra. 


e 2.2 liter EFI engine. 








e Front center 


e Precise power console with 
Steering and brakes. storage Dox. 

e Front-wheel drive. e AM stereo/FM 

e Precision balanced Stereo. 
suspension. Boh '--19401080/0)0) 

e Halogen head- mile Protection 
lamps. Plan 

e Tinted glass all Imagine! A sports 
around. car. A family sedan. 

e Hatchback versatil- | You can get both for 
ity and fold-down just $9,426* Just 
rear Seat. mm see your Dodge 

e Jachometer, Dealer about 
gauge alerts, buying or 
message leasing* a new 
center. Elgiece 

AN AMERICAN 
REVOLUTION 


“Whichever comes first, See 5/50 Jimited warranty at dealer. Exciuces feases. Restrictions 
apply. **Base sticker price excludes tax and destination charges, Styled steel wheels shown, 


BUCKLE UP FOR SAFETY, 
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UNDERSIZED OVERACHIEVERS 


TAKING THE MEASURE OF SINGLETARY, 
MORRIS, DUPER, CLAYTON, AND OTHER 


NFL PLAYERS WITH SMALL BODIES AND BIG HEARTS 


BY STEVE CASSADY 





Exceptionally strong legs and a low center of gravity make Giants running back Joe Morris a tough one to track down. 


Scout: “*You'll like this ol” boy we're look- 
ing at for linebacker, Good numbers, big, 
6-4, 225, fast, 4.6 forty.” 

Coach: “"Yeah, good numbers, but what 
can he do with them? He got instincts? He 
does, you can throw all that other stuff 
away. 

Such 1s the seemingly endless debate in 
war rooms throughout the NFL. Scouts recit- 
ing statistics. Coaches demanding more visi- 
ble proof of performance. Scouts, in turn, at- 
tempting to quell the insecurities of their pro- 
fession by appealing to the safety of num- 
bers. 

A scout’s job is impossible, really. From 
watching a player on the field, in practice, 
and on film, he is asked to project. to antici- 
pate a future in professional football, It is a 
wholly intangible process, at best an cducat- 
ed guess, The numbers help. They're re- 
assuring. They provide scouts with an objec- 
tive fall-back, which is why scouts are so 
quick to produce readouts from their com- 
puters. The problem, of course, is that the 
numbers often lic. 
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‘‘Sometimes, scouts get overburdened 
with stats—like they don’t want a line- 
backer under 6-4,"" says Buddy Ryan, the 
Philadelphia Eagles’ new head coach and 
the mastermind behind the Chicago Bears: 
stifling defense of 1985. 

All the front-office haggling among 
coaches, personnel executives. and scouts 
often yields either of two results: High-round 
draft choices of ideal size, strength, and 
speed who nonetheless go bust, or under- 
sized players taken in the middle and lower 
rounds who not only make teams, they start, 
Star, maybe even dominate. 

Clarence Davis is the standard by which 
the Raiders measure their blocking backs. 
Davis was drafted out of USC tn the fourth 
round in 197]. and toiled cight seasons in 
the Raiders’ backfield. He made the catch in 
the 1974 playoff game against Miami that 
gave Oakland a heart-stopping 28-26 vic- 
tory. Two years later, he was the leading 
rusher with 137 yards in Super Bow! XI. 
But to those inside the Raiders’ compound, 
he always will be remembered for his excep- 


tional blocking —even though he was under- 
sized at 5 fect 10 inches and 195 pounds. 
““T'm not small,"’ Davis once said in the 
locker room after a game. **[’m short.” 
Throughout its history, the NFL has pro- 
duced undersized players who amazed the 
skeptics with the way they distinguished 
themselves in a game obviously designed 
for much bigger men. A partial list includes 
grants of the game such as running backs 
Claude (Buddy) Young (5-3). Terry Metcall! 
(5-10), Mike Garrett (5-9). and Class of “86 
Pro Football Hall of Fame enshrinee Doak 
Walker (5-11), Hall of Fame guards Dan 
Fortmann (6-0, 207) and Mike Michalski 
(6-0. 209), flanker Tommy McDonald 
(5-10), Hall of Fame safety Larry Wilson 
(6-0), and quarterback Eddie LeBaron (5-7). 
They all played much bigger than their 
size, not because they were mutants— small 
men with superhuman ability to transcend — 
but because they possessed three key attri- 
butes—two measurable. the other metaphy- 
sical. They all had basic football talent, pos- 
sibly in excess, In one or more areas, they 
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Buffalo got a gem in 5-10 Greg Bell 


Georre Rose 


also had a special ability that more than com- 
pensated for the absence of classic size, And 
to go with their tangible qualifications, they 
all earned the highest accolade a football 
coach can give. They all were “‘players.”” 

Clarence Davis, for instance, was short, 
but he also was quick, strong in his upper 
body, and he played with heart. As a senior 
at Washington High School in Los Angeles. 
Davis placed first by 10 fect in. . .the shot- 
put! 

In 1986. the subject comes sharply Into 
focus because so many litthke men achieved 
so much during the 1985 season. For 
starters, there were |,000-yard running 
backs Joe Morris (5-7, 195) of the New York 
Giants and Stump Mitchell (5-9, 188) of St. 
Louis; the **Marks Brothers,"” Mark Clay- 
ton and Mark Duper. Miamt’s matching 5-9 
wide receivers: the dynamite all-purpose 
back from San Diego, 5-6 Lionel (Little 
Train) James, who set an NFL single-season 
record for combined rushing, receiving, and 
kick-return yardage with 2,535, breaking 
Metealf’s mark of 2,462; James Brooks 


(5-10, 182). Cincinnati's star kick returner, 
running back who gained 929 yards rush- 
ing and caught 55 passes for 576 yards; run- 
ning back Darrin Nelson (5-9, 180), who 
rushed tor 893 yards, and Leo Lewis (3-8, 
170), a wide receiver who caught 29 passes, 
both from Minnesota; Deron Cherry (5-11, 
190), Kansas City’s three-time AFC-NFC 
Pro Bowl safety: Frank Hawkins (5-9, 210). 


a fullback who ran for 269 yards for the 


Raiders while also blocking superbly for the 
NFL‘s rushing champion, Marcus Allen; 
Washington's Keith Griffin (5-8, 185), who 
rushed for 473 yards and caught 37 passes; 
and one who might seem unlikely for con- 
sideration, but who at 6-0 is short for his 
position, Chicago's extraordinary middle 
linebacker. Mike Singletary. 

They all are examples of athletes with 
skill numbers too low to make the scouts se- 
cure, but with compensating skills that con- 
vinced the coaches as soon as they took the 
field. What kind of skills? The kind that, 
when they snapped on chin straps, stamped 
them as football players immediately. 
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Singletary weighs 228 pounds, but he is 
shy of the prototype linebacker height by 
about four inches. So why is he an all-pro 
and why has he started for the NFC in three 
consecutive Pro Bowls? 

‘‘He’s a hell of a football player, that’s 
why,’’ Ryan says of Singletary. ‘You re- 
member Willie Lanier or Joe Schmidt [both 
members of the Hall of Fame]? I don’t 
think those guys were above six fect. But 
they were great football players. So is 
Singletary.”" 

Unlike other middle linebackers in the 
National Football League, Singletary 
doesn't trot off the field when his team has 
stopped the first-down run. He plays every 
play for one of the best defenses in pro foot- 
ball history. 

*““We never took him out,’ Ryan says. 
**He played every situation, called all the sig- 
nals. That's a hell of a responsibility aca- 
demically...on top of being a great player 
physically. 

‘“Hey, he covers wideouts. He practices 
twice a week every week covering wideouts, 
And he doesn’t want the rookies, he wants 
the best you got. He’s fast, he’s a hell of a 
hitter, and he’s smart. What more is there tn 
football?”’ 

Ryan 1s not one instinctively given to 
praise, either. A year ago, in training camp 
with the Bears, he called number-one draft 
choice William (The Refrigerator) Perry a 
‘“*wasted draft pick.’* Last spring, in his first 
mini camp with Philadelphia, Ryan said run- 
ning back Michael Haddix looked like **a re- 
ject guard from the USFL, he’s so fat.”’ 

Yet, after recalling a somewhat shaky in- 
troduction, he is effusive in his praise of 
Singletary. 

“*] didn’t know that much about him at 
first,’ Ryan says. ‘He and I didn’t start off 
too good. The first game he started for me 
was against San Diego in Chicago (1981, 
week 8]. He played one play, then they 
came up without a huddle and he called time 
out. | jerked him out, didn't let him play the 
rest of the game. He'd flown his parents in 
from Houston to see him play, It was one of 
those things. But he came around.” 

He came around so far that Ryan still is 
disgruntled that Singletary wasn't named the 
NFL's most valuable player for 1985, an hon- 
or won by Marcus Allen. 

“We had the dominant defense,’” Ryan 
says, “‘and he was the dominant player. I'd 
rather have him than anyone on that Bears 
team, for the kind of guy he is. | don’t think 
there's any question—he’s the best at his 
position in the National Football League.’ 

The best at his position, but four inches 
under the ideal? Ryan’s statement— ‘‘the 
kind of guy he is'’—answers it. Beyond a 
certain point, size is not an absolute, only a 
number inside a box on a biography chart. 
Lacking the “*proper™’ numbers only means 
a future in the NFL may not be quite as ob- 
vious—not that a prospect doesn't have 
one. 

An undersized athlete, if he really is a 
player, will compensate elsewhere. Single- 
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a His work habits are great,"’ Redskins coach Joe Gibbs says of 5-8 Keith Griffin (35), 
a former tenth-round draft choice who rushed for 473 yards last season. 

vy Frank Hawkins of the Raiders falls far short of the prototype fullback in size, but he’s 
a tenacious blocker who helps open holes for all-pro Marcus Allen. 








Bruce Dierdoril 









— 


Rob Brown 


a a ee = - 
a pe 


a The Vikings thought so much of 5-9 Darrin Nelson that they 
drafted him ahead of Marcus Allen and Geraid Riggs in 1982. 
vA former teammate of San Diego's Lionel James at Auburn, 
James Brooks (right) of the Bengals has explosive speed. 
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tary is short for a middle linebacker, but he 
also is fast and uncommonly smart. Plus he 
has a zeal for combat and an instinct for the 
game that transcends numbers, Without 
heart, no candidate of any size makes it out 
of training camp. 

It's the thing, for instance, that drives 
Lionel James, ‘‘Litde Train,"’ the shortest 
man in the NFL last season, 

When I put on the pads and walk out 
onto the field,”’ says James, “'I feel just as 
big, just as fast, just as strong as anyone 
¢lse. 1 never look in the mirror and say, 
‘Aw, man, how can | have a chance of any 
success?" That's the least of my worries.”” 

A big heart also drives Stump Mitchell. 
Mitchell reported to the St. Louis Cardi- 
nals’ mini-camp in 198] as a ninth-round 
draft choice from The Citadel. That day, he 
told then-Cardinals coach Jim Hanifan, 
Coach, I'm going to make your team,’ 

“PI be damned if he didn’t,’’ Hanifan 
says, ““Here’s this kid we took in the draft. 
He's too short. He’s from a small-time 
school. I looked at him, | knew he wasn't 
bluffing. I said to myself, ‘I think we've got 
us a football player."”’ 

Mitchell not only made the team, he set 
NFL rookie records for most kickoff returns 
(55) and yards (1,292) in a season. 

Joe Morris also has a football player's 
heart, Morris, the Giants’ prized running 
back, gained a club-record 1.336 yards in 
1985 and scored 21 touchdowns, best in the 
NFL. But there are people who think that 
“Litle’’ is part of his first name. 

True, the man is short for a running back 
at 5-7. But he weighs 195 pounds. making 
him big for his height. In college at Syra- 
cuse, Morris surpassed the rushing records 
of Jim Brown, Larry Csonka, and Floyd Lit- 
Ue. Sull, because of his size, he wasn't draft- 
ed until the second round in 1982, and 
didn't become a starter until 1985, 

In Morris's case, however, size is mislead- 
ing. There’s his height-to-weight ratio, plus 
his tremendous field vision and his cutback 
agility that flows from extremely strong 
legs. In fact, in leg exercises around the 
Giants” training room, Morris is the second- 
strongest man on the team. That's his edge. 
His shortness and leg strength actually work 
to his advantage. They give him a low 
center of gravity from which to maintain bal- 
ance while making his cuts. 

Morris also possesses a breathless form of 
intensity. Former Raiders coach John Mad- 
den, now an NFL analyst for CBS. tells a 
couple of stories on the subject. 

‘As quick as Mortis is, he’s very excita- 
ble." says Madden. an authority on both 
football players and excitability, “*He's one 
of those guys that talks so fast you can hard- 
ly understand him. They had one game 
where |Giants head coach] Bill Parcells 
was telling him beforehand, “We're going to 
run a sweep on the first play of the game. 
We have to gain six yards on that first play if 
we're going to go on and win,” Well, Mortis 
vuined eight. 

“But right afterward, he kept going out of 


The Little Train Who Really Could 
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“That old saying, ‘The bigger they are, the 
harder they hit’? Well, the way | look at it, 
‘The smaller they are, the softer you fall.’” 

That's Lionel James talking, “Little 
Train,” the all-purpose back for the San 
Diego Chargers who, despite being the 
shortest man in the NFL, accomplished all 
this during the 1985 season: 

® set an NFL single-season record for 
combined yardage (rushing, receiving, and 
kick returns) with 2,535, breaking the old 
mark of 2,462 set by Terry Metcalf of St, 
Louis in 1975 (Metcalf was another little 
man coached by Don Coryell.): 

® set an all-time Chargers single-game 
record for combined yardage when he 
gained 316 yards at Cincinnati in week 3 
(the total was eighth-best in NFL history): 

® fed the AFC in receiving with 86 catch- 
es and finished in the top 10 in the confer- 
ence in receiving yards (1,027, sixth), kick- 
off returns (21.6, ninth), and punt returns 
(8.7, tenth), and in the top 20 in rushing 
(516 yards, 4.9-yard average per carry, 
nineteenth); and 

@ led the Chargers in rushing, receiving, 
receiving yards, and punt and kickoff returns. 

It was quite a year for a man of any size, 
let alone one who dresses out at 5 feet 6 
inches, 173 pounds. 

“Actually,” he says, "I'm a bit heavy for 
my height. I'm not all skin and bones.” 

James, a fifth-round draft choice from 
Auburn in 1984, has come to embody a 
trend in the NFL. He's a situation player 
who can be spotted and rested, whose 
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small size isn't subject to the pounding and 
abuse thal the NFL's two-way players of 
yesleryear endured. 

Pick a category of offense, and James 
has played a productive role. Take kickoff 
and punt returns, for example. 

“That's God-given talent,” he says. “No 
matter what team or what level. They can't 
teach you when to catch the ball and where 
to run with it. That's something I've always 
had.” 

James is listed as a running back, but he 
often appears as a receiver in a three- 
receiver formation. On long-yardage 
downs, he'll likely drift out of the backfield 
on pass routes. 

As a siluation player, his preparation 
varies with each opponent. 

“Different teams have different defenses 
wilh different specialties,” he says. "When 
we play Seattle, for example, they have 
great special teams. My challenge against 
the Seahawks would be punt and kickoff 
returns. With Pittsburgh, the way they play 
the run, it would be ball carrying. With an- 
other team, it's pass receiving.” 

Thus, it’s not surprising to learn what 
James perceives to be his strongest fool- 
ball attribute. 

“My mental approach,” he says. 

"| have to be realistic. I'm not going to 
run over people. | try, if | can, to run around 
them. Then again, if | have nowhere to 
go, | have to be physical. The trick is know- 
ing when to run around and when to be 
physical.” — Sleve Cassady 


John McDonough 
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Herman Heard, 5-10, has led the Chiefs in rushing each of his first two years. 


the game. | couldn't figure it out, We didn't 
sce him get hurt. But there he was, sitting on 
the Giants’ bench blowing into a bag, 

“What happened, he got so excited, so 
pumped up over having to get the six yards 
on the first play. that when he got eight, he 
hyperventilated. He was so excited, he 
couldn't breathe.” 

Madden was warming to the subject. 

‘Another time, he got dinged. Any time a 
guy gets a littlke concussion, what the Giants 


The NFL’s 
ideal Size 


OFFENSE 
Center: 6-2, 240 to 250 
Guard: 6-3 to 6-5, 250 to 260 
Tackle: 6-4 to 6-7, 260 to 280 
Tight end: 6-3 to 6-5, 225 to 235 
Wide receiver: 5-11 to 6-5, 180 to 205 
Running back: 6-0 to 6-4, 220 to 235 

Quarterback: 6-2 minimum, 200 to 220 


DEFENSE 
Four-man line— 
End: 6-4 to 6-6, 240 to 255 
Tackle: 6-4 to 6-6, 260 to 265 
Outside linebacker: 6-3 to 6-4, 225 
Middle linebacker: 6-2 to 6-3, 235 to 240 


Three-man line — 
End/ tackle: 6-3 to 6-8, 250 to 300 
Outside linebacker: 6-3 to 6-4, 225 
Inside linebacker: 6-3 to 6-4, 225 
Cornerback: 5-11 to 6-0, 185 
Safety: 6-0 to 6-2, 190 to 195 








do, they hide his helmet. Players always 
want to go right back in. So the trainers grab 
the helmet when they check him. That way 
the guy can’t go In the game till the doctor 
clears him. So Mortis got dinged one game, 
and the trainer hid his helmet. The next 
week, he got dinged again. They were over 
on the sidelines checking him. We had a 
shot of it. Morris was holding his helmet 
with both hands between his legs. He had tt 
locked between his knees, holding it with 
both hands. 

They weren't voing to take his helmet.”’ 

Morris ts a player, and so are those two Iit- 
tle acrobats who catch Dan Marino's passes 
for the Miami Dolphins— Mark Clayton and 
Mark Duper, both 5-9, both as fast and elu- 
sive aS mountain trout, 

One day in 1984, Marino threw for 429 
yards and three touchdowns against the St. 
Louis Cardinals. Said the Cardinals’ Hani- 
fan after the game: “‘The thing about that 
damn kid Marino—and [ don’t know how 
many times I’ve seen him do it on film—ts 
that he'll throw into coverage. But Duper 
and Clayton. ..those little guys go up into 
the sky. They'll claw the ball away from the 
defensive backs.” 

It's bigger than that, bigger than small re- 
ceivers being able to wrest the ball from ten- 
acious defenders. It's Miami's wide recciv- 
ers changing the requirements for the posi- 
tion, causing tootball people to realize that 
small just may be better— provided it’s pack- 
aged like Clayton and Duper, 

The Bears started it with their 46 defense, 
which basically is a pressure concept. It 
probes for the weakest spot in the blocking 
front. then sends as many defenders through 
it as 1s practical. The idea is to engulf the 
quarterback with pressure (the Bears routine- 
ly rush eight defenders) before he has time 
to set up and throw, before his receivers 


Hank Young 


have reached the open spot in their routes. 

The Bears helped usher in the era of pres- 
sure defense. with other teams lining up for 
adoption. Significantly, Miami was the only 
team to beat Chicago in 1985 (38-24 in 
week 13), The Dolphins did it the only way 
possible —by having u quarterback, Mari- 
no, with a quick release who could cut loose 
before the pressure mounted, and by having 
receivers who could get open past jamming 
defenders at the same time Marino was set- 
ting up to throw. A fast release by a quarter- 
back. after all. would be worthless if he had 
to throw to receivers who were slow to get 
open. 

Duper and Clayton are prototypes for the 
new method. Like the others on the list, they 
came in with no special fanfare. 

Duper was a second-round pick in 1982 
from Northwestern State in Louisiana, but 
he mainly had been a track man in college. 
He had not played football until his junior 
year. A year later, Clayton was an erghth- 
round choice from Louisville. 

They both were fast, but unrefined. They 
also were quick, agile. and strong for their 
size. The Dolphins’ receivers couch, David 
Shula, says, ““Duper weighs 190 pounds, 
Clayton about 182, but Clayton beat out 
Mark Gastineau in this year’s Superstars 
competition in the press—where they take a 
barbell off of a stand and press it up over 
their head. | think he did over 300 pounds.”* 

The rest they had to learn, and, because 
they're football players, they did. They both 
stayed in Miami in the offseason after their 
rookie years, refining their abilities. 

**[ wasn’t here when Duper was drafted in 
1982.°° David Shula says, “but they tell me 
he was very raw. He came from a small 
school. He didn’t have sophisticated skills 
and he had very little experience in catching 
the ball. Clayton, on the other hand, came 
out of a program that had thrown a lot, He 
just needed to run routes against the type of 
talent he'd be facing in the NFL. 

“With Duper, it was more tundamentals 
of stance and coming off the ball. At the 
snap in a football stance, he’d move straight 
up in the air. Put him in a track stance and 
he'd come blowing off the line like you've 
never seen. He just had to learn how to 
equate the two. On the other hand, Clayton 
knew how to come off the ball, but he didn't 
know how to adjust routes or read cover- 
ages, things like that.”’ 

Getting open is not just a matter of run- 
ning, it's releasing through resistance into 
the route, of subjugating flat-out speed to 
technique and agility. Right now, Clayton 
and Duper do that as well as anyone. 

“A lot of umes, Duper—more so than 
Clayton—will just take off,"’ David Shula 
says. ‘‘He'll just run right through a defen- 
sive back trying to jam him. Clayton ts a lit- 
tle niftier, but they both release well."” 

Like the NFL’s other undersized over- 
achievers, they both do a lot of things well. 
To make it this far, they had to. But above 
all else, to paraphrase the song, they gotta 
have heart. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE NFL'S 66TH SEASON 


1985 Review 





Even before the curtain had fallen on the Nation- 
al Football League's sixty-sixth season, histor- 
ians were fairly desperate in their quest for origi- 


nal superlatives to describe the achievements of 


Chicago’s wondrous Bears. Thus, perhaps it 
would be easier to describe what the Bears 
didn’t accomplish in 1985: The Bears didn't go 
undefeated and untied. meaning the only perfect 
season in NFL history still belongs to the 1972 
Miami Dolphins (17-0). Officially, the Bears’ 
legacy would be remembered in record books as 
18-1. Unofficially, the legacy would be remem- 
bered in such visual images as...Walter Pay- 


| | 


ton’s engaging smile and unparalleled battlefield 


heroics...Jim McMahon’s creative array of 


headdress and plucky leadership ability. ..Mike 
Singletary’s channeled fury. ..and the goal-line 
theatrics of William (The Refrigerator) Perry 
(above)... among other things. Symbolizing the 
fierce pride and commitment to the old-fash- 
ioned work ethic that America’s leaders believe 
is returning, this team belonged as much to a 
whole nation as it did to a single city. “*Old Bear 
football’? was what coach Mike Ditka called it, 
surely mindful that the real Old Bear himself, 
George Halas, was smiling from above. 


Bill South 
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December &, 1984, Minnesota at San Fran- 
cisco. For the Vikings, this was one of those 
games that jumps out when you first see it 
on the schedule, way back in the spring. 
One of those games coaches use to gauge 
just how good—or bad—their team is. 
What the Vikings learned on that day fell 
somewhere between disappointing and down- 
night discouraging. Final score: San Francis- 
co 51. Minnesota 7. The 49ers went on to 
win Super Bowl XIX: the Vikings went on 
to finish 3-13, 

When the same teams lined up to face 
each other inthe Hubert H. Humphrey Metro- 
dome on opening day of the NFL's. sixty- 
sixth season, the Vikings had made one 
significant change. They had a new/old 
coach, Bud Grant, back after a year away 
from the game. 

In the end, the script—and the day—hbe- 


PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 





Mark Malone Steve Brown 


Dolphins 26-23 








Jim McMahon 


AFC OFFENSE— Mark Malone, quarterback, Pittsburgh Steelers 
Malone tied Terry Bradshaw's club record by passing for live touchdowns as the Stéeiers routed the Indiana- 
Polis Colts 45-3. He also established personal bests lor completions (21) and yards (287) 
AFC DEFENSE— Steve Brown, cornerback, Houston Ollers 

Bown intercepted two of Dan Marino's passes and also made five tackles to help the Overs uoset the Miami 





For the World Champions, 
There’s a Rude Awakening 


longed to Grant. Although outgained jn total 
yards, 489-268, the Vikings took advantage 
of seven turnovers. the [ast a fumbled kick- 
off return that resulted in Ted Brown's game- 
winning LO-yard touchdown mun with 1:49 
lett, 

Bud Grant was. indeed, back, ..and so 
were the Vikings. 28-21. 

“There's no comparison with this year's 
Vikings and the team we played last year," 
4¥ers guard Randy Cross said when it was 
over. ‘They may have a lot of the same 
guys Out there, but it's adifferent group.” 

There was another indoor surprise party in 
the NFL, this one in Houston where the de- 
fending AFC-champion Miami Dolphins 
took on the Oilers, who also had been 3-13 in 
1984. 

Miami's record-setting quarterbuck Dan 
Marino, coming back from a 37-day con- 


NFC OFFENSE—Jim McMahon, quarterback. Chicago Bears 

Appearing in his first game since sustaining a lacerated kidney last November 4 against the Los Angeles Raid- 
ers, McMahon directed a second-half rally that helped the Bears to a 38-28 victory over the Tampa Bay Bucca- 
neers. McMahon completed 23 of 34 passes for 274 yards and two touchdowns, and also scored twice 

NFC DEFENSE— Rufus Bess, cornerback, Minnesota Vikings 


The diminutive Bess (5-9) caused 3 fumbles, made 10 tackles, and intercepted Joe Montana's last pass as 
the Vikings rallied for 21 points in the fourth quarter lo stun ihe San Francisco 49ers 26-21 


STANDINGS 


AFC East 
New England 
Bultato 
Indianapols 
Miami 

N.Y. Jets 


AFC Central 
Houston 


NFC East 

Dallas 

N.Y. Giants 
| St. Louis 

Philadeiphia 

Washington 
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Pittsburgh 
Cincinnall 
Cleveland 


Minnesola 
Green Bay 
Tampa Bay 
NFC West 
L.A. Rams 

| San Francisco 
Atlanta 
New Orleans 


oo--4 
ooo a 


AFC West 
Kansas City 
L.A. Raiders 
San Diego 
Seattle 
Denver 
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SCORES 


AFC 
Housion 26, Miami 23 
LA. Raiders 31, N.Y. Jets 0 
Pittsburgh 45, indianapolis 3 
San Diego 14, Buttalo 9 
Seattle 28, Cincinnati 24 
NFC 

| Chicago 38, Tampa Bay 28 
Dallas 44, Washingion 14 
Detroit 28, Atlanta 27 
Minnesota 28, San Francisco 21 
N.Y, Giants 27, Philadelphia 0 
Interconference 
Kansas City 47, New Orleans 27 
L.A, Rams 20. Denver 16 

| New Engiand 26. Green Bay 20 
St. Louis 27, Cleveland 24 (OT) 
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tract holdout that caused him to miss most of 
raining camp, was benched in the fourth 
quarter after throwing no touchdowns and 
two interceptions. The Oilers scored with 25 
seconds left to shock the Doiphins 26-23. 

Marino’s Houston counterpart, Warren 
Moon, was superb. He completed 12 of 17 
passes for 270 yards. and directed the 
Oilers” 80-yard winning march. 

In Cleveland, the Browns must have won- 
dered whether their recurning nightmare— 
Le... the 1984 season—had struck again 
when Neil O'Donoghue kicked a 35-yard 
field goal 5:27 into overtime to give the visit- 
ing St. Louis Cardinals a 27-24 victory, 

Trailing 17-3 with just under |2 minutes 
to play. the Browns scored three touch- 
downs to take a 24-17 lead with 38 seconds 
LO go, 

But that proved to be just enough time tor 
St. Louts quarterback Neil Lomax to drive 
the Cardinals 63 yards in four plays; with 
four seconds remaining, Lomax hit a wide- 
open Pat Tilley tor a touchdown, 

It was a bitter defeat for the Browns, who 
suffered nine of their 1) losses in 1984 in 
the final two minutes. 

The other AFC Central entry from Ohio, 
Cincinnati. fell victim to a comeback of an- 
other sort. 

The host Bengals had defending AFC 
West-champion Seattle down 24-21 in the 
final period. 

That's when running back Cun’ Warner, 
who injured a Knee in the 1984 season open- 
er and missed the rest of the year, dashed 11 
yards for a touchdown and a 28-24 Sea- 
hawks victory. 

Seattle quarterback Dave Krieg passed for 
236 yards and three touchdowns, giving him 
a streak of at least one scoring pass in 19 
consecutive games, 

Krieg’s favorite target, Steve Largent, 
cuught five passes, extending another streak. 
Largent now has caught at least one pass in 
108 consecutive games, most among active 
players. 

On Monday night in Dallas, one of the 
NFL's fiercest rivalries proved to be no 
contest. 

“I'm really surprised. It was a hot night 
{9S degrees on the field], and we were hot- 
ter.” Dallas coach Tom Landry said after 
the Cowboys intercepted Joe Theismann 
five times and pummeled the Washington 
Redskins 44-14, 


» Philadelphia quarterback Ron Jaworski 
ran for his life all day against the Giants. 
For his own safety, Jaworski was re- 
placed after being sacked eight times in 
New York's 21-0 victory. 
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WEEK ONE 


Bears Survive a Run on the Wilder 
Side, Jaworski Gets Flattened, and Two 
Comebacks Take Hold: White, White Shoes 








a The Raiders’ 36-year-old defensive end, Lyle Alzado, beginning what would be his 
final NFL season, showed his bite was as loud as his Dark by sacking New York Jets 
quarterback Ken O'Brien. In all. O'Brien went down 10 times as the Jets fell 31-0 


» Nobody rushed for more 
yards in one game last sea- 
son against the Bears’ yaunt- 
ed defense than Tampa Bay's 
James Wilder, who picked up 
166 on 27 carries. Chicago 
had to rally for a 38-28 victory. 
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vit was like old times when Charies White, reunited with his 


coach at USC, John Robinson, rushed for 83 yards and the 
game-winning touchdown as the Rams defeated Denver 20-16. 
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George Robarge 


«Herman Heard helped Kan- 
sas City get off fo a fast start 
by rushing for 54 yards and 
a touchdown as the visiting 
Chiefs exploded for 504 yards 
in total offense in a 47-27 vic- 
tory over the Saints. 
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a Atlanta's Billy (White Shoes) Johnson, rebounding from a 
1984 knee injury, became the NFL's all-time leader in 
punt-return yardage with 3,012 when he picked up 58 
yards on five returns in the Falcons’ 28-27 joss to Detroit. 
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The Dallas Cowboys were riding high, and 
why not? 

Behind them was a season-opening 44-14 
devastation of the Washington Redskins in a 
Monday night game in Dallas, the Cow- 
boys’ first victory over their NFC East neme- 
sis in Texas since 1981, 

Next up was an apparently harmless jaunt 
through “‘Mr. Rogers's Neighborhood" in 
Detroit. 

But “Mr. Rogers’’—a.k.a. Darryl Rog- 
ers, the Detroit Lions’ rookie head coach— 
proved more nasty than nice as the Lions 
held off a late comeback bid to stun the 
Cowboys 26-21, 

The Lions, winning their second consecu- 
tive game, intercepted Cowboys quarterback 
Danny White three times and also recovered 
two fumbles. Twenty-three of Detroit's 26 
points came as a result of turnovers, 


PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 


Dave Krieg 


Gary Spani 





Searching for Silver Lining 
in Detroit, the Cowboys 
Came Up Empty-Handed 


Even in defeat, Dallas had an astonishing 
354-200 advantage in total yards. Leading 
the way were wide receiver Tony Hill and 
tight end Doug Cosbie. cach of whom 
caught |] passes, 

Another recciver who grabbed the spot- 
light, this one in prime time on Thursday 
night, was Kansas City’s Carlos Carson. He 
caught five passes for 118 yards, burning 
cornerback Lester Hayes repeatedly, us the 
upstart Chiefs defeated the visiting Los An- 
geles Raiders 36-20. 

Chiefs placekicker Nick Lowery, the 
most accurate field-goal kicker in NFL his- 
tory (745) entering the [985 season, was 
perfect five times—from 39, 22, 42, 58, 
and 21 yards. 

In Washington, Houston placekicker 
Tony Zendejas, who competed for the Red- 
skins’ job against Mark Moseley in (raining 


Roger Craig Mike Singletary 


AFC OFFENSE—Dave Krieg, quarterback, and Daryl Turner, wide receiver, Seattle Seahawks 

Krieg tied his own club record for most touchdown passes in a game, five, while completing 22 of 32 passes 
for 307 yards and no interceptions to lead the Seahawks to a come-from-behind 49-35 victory over San 
Diego, Turner established a club record with four touchdown catches among his seven for 121 yards. 

AFC DEFENSE—Gary Spani, linebacker, Kansas City Chiefs 

Spani, one of Kansas City's defensive leaders, made eight tackles and helped limit the Los Angeles Raiders 
to 67 yards on 23 rushes (2.91 average per carry) as the Chiefs surprised the Raiders 36-20 

NFC OFFENSE— Roger Cralg, running back, San Francisco 49ers 

Craig rushed 11 times for 107 yards, including second-half touchdown runs of 9 and 62 yards (a career high), 
as the 49ers scored a come-lrom-behind 35-16 victory over the Atlanta Falcons. 

NFC DEFENSE— Mike Singletary, linebacker, Chicago Bears 

Singletary intercepted a pass that set up a field goal, made three sacks, and had three other tackles as the 
Bears held the New England Patriots to 27 yards rushing and 206 overall in a 20-7 victory 


STANDINGS 


AFC Enost 
Miami 

New England 
N.Y. Jets 
Bultalo 
Indianapolis 


AFC Central 
Cleveland 


NFC East 
St. Louls 
Dallas 

N.Y. Giants 
Washington 
Philadelphia 


NFC Central 
Chicago 
Detroit 
Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Tampa Bay 
NFC West 

| LA Rams 
San Francisco 
Atlanta 
New Orleans 
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Houston 
Pittsburgh 
Cincinnati 
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AFC West 
Kansas City 
Seattle 
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SCORES 


AFC 

Cleveland 17, Pittsburgh 7 
| Kansas City 36, LA. Raiders 20 
Miami 30, Indianapoks 13 
N.Y, Jets 42. Butlalo 3 
Seattle 49, San Diego 35 
NFC 
Detroit 26, Dallas 21 
Green Bay 23, N.Y. Giants 20 
L.A. Rams 17, Philadelphia 6 
Minnesota 31, Tampa Bay 
San Francisco 35, Atlanta 16 


Interconlerence 

Chicago 20, New England 7 

Denver 34, New Orleans 23 
| St Louis 41, Cincinnati 27 

Washington 16, Houston 13 
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camp before being traded to the Oilers, 
missed a chance at redemption when a 
33-yard field-goal attempt hit the nght 
upright with 4:13 left as the Redskins held 
on fora 16-13 victory, 

It was a thoroughly fnustrating day for the 
Oilers, who were penalized !2 times for 111 
yards and also lost two touchdowns on dis- 
puted calls. For what it was Worth, the 
NFL's supervisor of officials, Art McNally, 
later ruled that the calls were Incorrect, but 
could not be changed. 

Atter being benched during a loss in 
Houston the previous week, Dolphins quar- 
terback Dan Marino heard boos from Miami 
fans when he stepped onto the field to face 
the Indianapolis Colts. He heard more boos 
when his first pass sailed behind wide re- 
ceiver Mark Duper. 

But Marino, who was celebrating his 
twenty-fourth birthday, found his rhythm, 
which meant trouble for the Colts. He com- 
pleted 29 of 48 passes for 329 yards and two 
touchdowns as the Dolphins trounced Indian- 
apolis 30-13, 

After three touchdown passes by Dan 
Fouts had given the Chargers a 23-14 lead at 
intermission in San Diego, Seahawks quar- 
terback Dave Krieg responded with four 
touchdown passes in the final two periods, 
three to second-year wide recciver Dary] 
Turner, as Seattle blew apart the Chargers 
49-35, Curt Warner, who missed all but 23 
minutes of the 1984 season, also ran for a 
touchdown and 169 yards. 

Fouts completed 29 of 43 passes for 440 
yards and four touchdowns. He had the best 
half of his career—21 of 30 for 306 yards 
and three touchdowns. His favorite target 
was wide receiver Wes Chandler, who 
caught 13 for 243 yards. 

Another strong-armed quarterback who 
enjoyed a big day was John Elway of the 
Denver Broncos. Elway threw four touch- 
down passes and finished with career highs 
in yards (353) and pass completions (28) as 
the Broncos blitzed visiting New Orleans 
34-23. 

The Jets took a more conventional ap- 
proach to victory, relying on their ground 
lorces. Buoyed by the return of holdout 
tackles Marvin Powell and Reggie McElroy, 
New York ground out 288 rushing yards, in- 
cluding a regular-season club record of 192 
by Freeman McNeil, en route to a 42-3 
thrashing of the Buffalo Bills. 


> The “Dogs, " otherwise known as Cleve- 


_ land's aggressive defense, were howling 


on Monday night after limiting Pittsburgh 
{0 54 yards rushing and 216 yards over- 
allin a 17-7 victory. 
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WEEK TWO 


Chiefs Serve Up Their 
Thursday Night Special, 
Riggins Carries Redskins, 
and Daryl Turner Gets 

a Charge in San Diego 


» Running back Roger Craig rushed for 107 yards, includ- 
ing touchdowns of 9 and 62 yards, and caught 6 passes 
for 77 yards to key a 35-point second half as the 49ers 
beat Atlanta 35-16. 





Gree Trott 
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vy John Riggins became only the third player in history to carry the 
ball 3,000 times (rushing and receiving) in a career when he 
picked up 84 yards as venaean beat Houston 16-13. 
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a New Engiand quarterback Tony Eason proved to be a 
sitting duck for Bears safety Dave Duerson at Soidier 
Field. Eason’s day was thoroughly forgettable: six sacks, 
three interceptions, 15 completions in 35 attempts, and a 
20-7 Chicago victory. There would be a sequel later. 
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v Kansas City wide receiver Carlos Carson (88) burned the Raiders’ secondary, 
especially cornerback Lester Hayes (37), for 5 catches, 118 yards, and a 
25-yard touchdown as the Chiefs were 36-20 winners on Thursday night. 
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Greg Cava 


«Everything Seattle's Dary! 
Turner touched against the 
Chargers turned to touch- 
downs, or so it seemed. Tum- 
er (81), beating rookie Wayne 
Davis, caught four scoring 
passes in the Seahawks’ 
49-35 victory. 


Conky Trewin 





a Tony Dorsett's fumble was one of the 
Cowboys’ five turnovers in Detroit's 
26-21 upset victory at the Silverdome. 


a A Familiar Face 
Lu 
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John Robinson thought he had just the right 
plan to teach Eric Dickerson a lesson when 
the all-pro running back returned from his 
46-day holdout three games into the regular 
season. 

“We're gonna make him play nose 
tackle,"* the Los Angeles Rams’ coach said. 

Owner Georgia Frontiere even begun intro- 
ducing Dickerson as “‘number sixty-seven.” 

However, much to the chagrin of the Seat- 
tle Seahawks and a frenzied Monday night 
assemblage at the Kingdome, Robinson 
failed to follow through with his threat, 

Rather, Dickerson took his familiar place 
in the Rams” backfield wearing his familiar 
number 29. The results were pretty familiar, 
too: 31 carnes, 150 yards, three touchdowns 
...and a surprising 35-24 upset victory for 
the unbeaten Rams. 

The NFL's only other undefeated team, 


Helps the Rams Generate 
Some Monday Night Magic 


the Chicago Bears, stayed that way thanks 
to a remarkable performance by a reserve 
quarterback. 

Actually, Jim McMahon, normally the 
Bears” starter, supposedly was not going to 
play in Chicago's Thursday night game 
against Minnesota in Minneapolis due to a 
suff neck anda bruised leg. 

But with the Vikings ahead 17-9 and Chi- 
cago’s offense struggling midway through 
the third quarter, Bears coach Mike Ditka 
had seen enough. He replaced starter Steve 
Fuller with McMahon, The rest was dazzling. 

MeMahon threw touchdown passes on his 
first two plays—70 yards to Willie Gault 
and 25 yards to Dennis McKinnon—and in 
his first three possessions (to McKinnon 
ugain, from 43 yards) as the Bears ran up 24 
points in the third quarter on their way to a 
33-24 victory. 





PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 






Lionel James 


Lance Mehl 





Dave Wilson 





, 





Wes Hopkins 


AFC OFFENSE—Lionel James, running back, San Diego Chargers 


James, the shortest player in the NFL at 5 feet 6 inches and 170 pounds. rushed 12 times for 127 yards, 
caught 5 passes for 118 yards, returned 2 kickoffs for 47 yards, and ran a punt back 24 yards to set a San 
Diego regular-season combined yardage record of 316 yards as the visiting Chargers edged Cincinnati 44-41. 


AFC DEFENSE—Lance Mehl, linebacker. New York Jets 


Mehi had five unassisted tackles, two quarterback sacks, and an imercepbon that led ta a touchdown asthe | 


visiting Jets limited the Green Bay Packers to 193 total yards in a 24-3 victory 


NFC OFFENSE— Dave Wilson, quarterback. New Orleans Sawnts 

Wilson fed the Saints to their first victory of the season by completing 16 of 25 passes for 246 yards and two 
touchdowns as host New Orleans defeated the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 20-13 

NFC DEFENSE— Wes Hopkins, safety, Philadelphia Eagles 

Hopkins helped the Eagles to their first victory of the season by making eight unassisted tackles and return- 
ing a Redskins fumble 42 yards as Philadelphia shocked the Redskins in Washington 19-6. 


STANDINGS 


AFC East 
Miami 


SCORES 


| AFC 
Miami 31, Kansas City 0 

| New Engiand 17, Buttalo 14 
Pittsburgh 20, Houston 0 
San Diego 44, Cincinnati 41 
NFC 
Chicago 33, Minnesota 24 
New Oriaans 20, Tampa Bay 13 
N.Y. Giants 27, St. Louis 17 
Philadelphia 19, Washington 6 


Interconference 
Dallas 20, Cleveland 7 
| Denver 44, Atlanta 28 
| Indianapolis 14, Detroit 6 
L.A. Rams 35, Seattle 24 
N.Y. Jets 24, Green Bay 3 
San Francisco 34, L.A, Raiders 10 


NFC East 
Dallas 

N.Y, Giants 
St. Louls 
Philadelphia 
Washington 


| NFC Central 
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Cleveland 
Houston 
Cincinnati 


Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Tampa Bay 
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NFC West 
L.A, Rams 
San Francisco 
New Orleans 
Atlanta 
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For the Vikings, Tommy Kramer complet- 
ed 28 of 55 passes for 436 yards and three 
touchdowns. 

In Los Angeles, the Raiders lost more 
than their second consecutive game. During 
the fourth quarter of San Francisco's 34-10 
victory, the Raiders’ oft-injured veteran 
quarterback, Jim Plunkett, was leveled by 
49ers reserve lineman Jeff Stover and driven 
into the turf. 

The diagnosis was a dislocated left shoul- 
der that called for Plunkett to be out a mini- 
mum of six weeks, 

“It was about as hard-hitting, intense a 
game as I’ve been Involved tn," 49ers 
coach Bill Walsh said of the contest that 
matched the winners of four of the last five 
Super Bowls. 

San Francisco's opponent in last year's 
Super Bowl, the Dolphins, got downright 
defensive against the league's highest-scor- 
ing team, the Kansas City Chiefs, in Miami. 

The Dolphins were able to contain Kansas 
City’s potent cadre of wide receivers, and 


also limited Chiefs quarterback Bill Kenney 


to 205 yards passing in a 31-0 victory. It 
was the first shutout since 1983 for Miami, 
which scored al] of its points in the second 
half, 

“There were more great plays out there 
defensively than I've seen in a long time,” 
said coach Don Shula, who won his one 
hundredth game in the Orange Bow! in his 
sixteenth season with the Dolphins. 

There was a case for the defense in Dal- 


las, too, as the Cowboys got end-zone inter- 


ceptions from Dennis Thurman and Everson 
Walls to help keep the Cleveland Browns 
scoreless until late in the game, by which 
time the Cowboys were in control and on 
their way to a 20-7 victory. 

For Thurman, the interception was the 
thirty-third of his eight-year career, making 
him the NFC’s active interception leader, 

At Giants Stadium, Phil Simms complet- 
ed only 10 passes, but three went for touch- 
downs as the New York Giants slugged out a 
27-17 victory over the Cardinals, leaving 
the NFC East in early season gridlock. 

Bobby Johnson, the Giants’ 1984 co-lead- 
er in receptions with 48, caught two of the 
scoring passes, his first two catches of the 
season. 

“The real Cardinals did not show up to- 
day.”" St. Louis running back Ottis Ander- 
son declared. 


» Quarterback Jim McMahon came off the 
bench to throw three touchdown passes, 
including a 70-yard bomb to Willie Gault 
on his first play, as the visiting Bears 
stunned Minnesota 33-24. 
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WEEK THREE 


Bengals Come Up Short in a Shootout, 
Raiders See Their Hopes Ker-Plunked, 
and Patriots Let Fryar Pay the Bills 


a is 





Dave Cross 





alt didn't take rookie fullback Ron Davenport long to establish v Besides losing a showdown fo San Francisco, 34-10. the Raid- 
himself as the Dolphins’ short-yardage specialist. He scored ers also lost quarterback Jim Plunkett for at least six weeks with 
two touchdowns in Miami's 31-0 victory over Kansas City, a separated shoulder when he was sacked by Jeff Stover. 





Alvin Chung 
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a Wide receiver Cris Collinsworth had a big day in Cincinnati, catching 10 passes for 
167 yards and one touchdown, but the Bengals came up a little short as 5-6 Lione! 
James tolaled 316 combined yards and the Chargers won a 44-417 shootout. 


11). Pectin 








alirving Fryar, given a second 
chance after Buffaio was penal- 
ized, returned a punt 85 yards for 
the key touchdown as New Eng- 
land beat the Bills 17-14. 
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a Randall Cunningham, the Eagles’ 
rookie quarterback, passed for 
187 yards and a touchdown and 
ran for 60 yards as Philadelphia 
shocked host Washington 19-6. 
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by the Bay 


In spite of what its name might suggest. 
Candlestick Park probably isn’t the best 
place for a visiting NFL head couch to blow 
out candles on his birthday cake. 

So guess where Bum Phillips and his New 
Orleans Saints were assigned to spend the 
afternoon on the day Phillips turned 627 

You guessed it. 

But what followed wis not so cusy to 
guess, To almost everyone's surprise. Phil- 
lips’s birthday wish was granted: the Saints 
Stunned the 49ers 20-17, 

“We're probably fortunate the seore was 
as close as it was.°” San Franeieo coach 
Ball Walsh said later, 

An digeressive Saints defense sacked Joe 
Montana more times—six—than in any 
gume in his seven-year career. Montuna also 
was held to 12-for-26 passing for a paltry 
J20 yards. with two interceptions. 


PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 


— 





Dan Marino Deron Cherry 












Dieter Brock 


Phillips Blows Out the Candles 
as Saints Hold Surprise Party 


That marked only the second time since 
Montana's rookie season that he laded to 
complete at least half of his passes in a 
sume. 

Another quarterback who had a forget- 
table day was Houston's Warren Moon. who 
saw so many Cowboys he probably thought 
he was back in Canada atthe Calgary Stam- 
pede. 

Moon was sucked an NPL record-tving 12 
times. threw four interceptions, and fumbled 
three times, losing one, Stull. it took a one- 
yard touchdown puss from Danny White to 
reserve tight end Fred Cornwell with just 
1:47 left to enable the visiting Cowboys to 
defeat the Oilers and win the battle of Texas 
17-10. 

A 3l-vard run by Tony Dorsett, who to- 
taled [59 vunds for the dav. te the Oilers’ 
I-vard line set up the winning score 





Demetrious Johnson 


AFC OFFENSE—Dan Marino, quarterback, Miami Dolphins 


Marino completed 25 of 43 passes for 390 yards and three touchdowns, and threw mo interceptions to win his 
"Mile High shootout” with Denver quarterback John Elway as the Dolphins held on tor a 30-26 victory over 


the Broncos. Elway was 18 of 37 for 250 yards, had one interception and no touchdowns. 
AFC DEFENSE—Deron Cherry, salety, Kansas City Chiefs 


Cherry tied an NFL record shared by 15 others when he intercepted four passes, including one in the end 


zone, as the Chiels took advantage of seven turnovers to defeat the Seattle Seahawks 28-7 
NFC OFFENSE—Dieter Brock, quarterback. Los Angeles Rams 


Brock, the rookie import from the Canadian Football Leaque. played ns best game to date. compieting 16 of 


20 passes for 215 yards and two touchdowns as the Rams beat the visiting Atlanta Falcons 17-6 
NFC DEFENSE—Demetrious Johnson, safety, Detroit Lions 


Johnson had an interception that he returned 24 yards, two fumble recovenes, and a 15-yard sack that result- 


ed in a fumble recovery by the Lions as Detroit beat the visiting Tampa Bay Buccaneers 30-9 


STANDINGS 


AFC East 
Miami 

NY, Jets 
New England 
Indianapolis 
Bullalo 


AFC Central 
Cleveland 
Pittsburgh 
Cincinnati 
Houston 


AFC West 
Kansas City 
Denver 

L.A. Raiders: 
San Diego 
Seattle 


NFC East! 
Dallas 

N.Y. Giants 
St. Louis 
Philadelphia 
Washington 


NFC Central 
Chicago 
Detrait 
Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Tampa Bay 


NFC West 
L.A, Rams 
New Orleans 
San Francisco 
Atlanta 
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SCORES 


AFC 

Cincinnati 37, Pittsburgh 24 
Cleveland 21, San Diego 7 
Kansas City 28, Seattle 7 

L.A. Raiders 35, New England 20 
Miam 30, Denver 26 

N.Y, Jets 25, Indianapolis 20 

NFC 

Chicago 45, Washington 10 
Detroit 30, Tampa Bay 9 

L.A. Rams 17, Atlanta 6 

New Orleans 20. San Francisco 17 
N.Y. Giants 16, Philadelphia 10 (OT) 
St Louis 43, Green Bay 26 


Interconference 
Dallas 17, Houston 10 
Minnesota 2?, Buffalo 20 
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Said Houston tackle Harvey Salem: 
Twelve sacks is a nightmare.” 

On the subject of nightmares. the Charg- 
ers lived through one in San Diego when 
quarterback Dan Fouts was burted by Cleve- 
land linebacker Eddie Johnson on it titst 
quarter blitz. 

Fouts. who had San Diego aheiwd 7-0) at 
the time atter throwing a 34-sard touchdown 
puss 0 Jesse Bendross, tore ligaments in hts 
right knee on the play. He would be lost a 
tninimum of three weeks, 

The Browns® talented defense shut down 
Pouts’s successor, Mark Herrmann, suvking 
him sik times and intercepting two passes. 
Cleveland picked up 275 vards rushing — 
130 by Kevin Mack. who also caught seven 
pusses, und S3 by Earnest Byner—to weir 
down the Chargers 21-7. 

One plaver the Chicavo Bears clearly 
need is quarterback Jim MeMahon, A week 


titer coming off the bench to rescue the 


Beurs in Minnesota. MeMuahon wis at it 
REAL 

This time he threw three touchdown 
passes and also scored on a 13-vard halfback 
option pass from Walter Payton us the host 
Bears exploded tor 31 points in the second 
quarter to humble Washington 45-10), 

Payton now has completed nine passes in 
his career, Remarkably, eight have gone for 
touchdowns. 

Willie Gault got the Bears rolling when 
he returned a Kickoff 99 yards. tor a touch. 
down to start the second-period surge, 

The Redskins” frustrations began alter 
Gault’s runbuck, That's when quarterback 
Joe Thessmann delered a one-viurd punt to 
put Chicago on the Washington |4-yard 
line. Thetsmann was subbing for regulir 
punter Jeff Haves, whe tore a muscle in his 
thigh carher in the game. 

Interceptions were pivotal in the New 
York Giants” 16-10 overtime win in Phila 
del pty. 

Eagles cornerback Herman Ealwurds re- 
turned a tipped pass three vards forthe tying 


touchdown with 3:02 left in regulation alter 


newly acquired defensive end Regyie White 
drilled Giants quarterback Phil Simms as he 
Wis attempting to pass. 

But on the second play of overtime, New 
York cornerback Elvis Patterson. playing in 
place of all-pro Mark Haynes. a holdout, 
intercepted another tipped pass and returned 
it 29 wards tor the winning score 


» Lyle Alzado (77) scored his first NFL 
touchdown when he recovered a fumble 
in the end zone to put the Raiders ahead 
for good on their way to a 35-20 victory 
in New England. 


Wiguel Filia 
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WEEK FOUR 


Payton the Passer Helps Bears Crush 
Redskins, Miami Wins a Mile-High Duel, 
and the Statue of Liberty Turns up in Buffalo 
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a Wide receiver Steve Largent (80, in white) did his best, vOn a day when the Redskins held Walter Payton to six yards 

with six catches for 92 yards, but it wasn't enough on a rushing, Payton turned to the air. His 13-yard touchdown pass 


rainy day in Kansas City as the Chiefs beat Seattle 28-7. to quarterback Jim McMahon helped Chicago to a 45-10 victory. 
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a Pittsburgh's league-leading defense, led by linebacker 
Mike Merriweather (57), had a frustrating night trying to 
stop Cincinnati quarterback Boomer Esiason (7). Esiason 
completed 19 of 27 passes for 184 yards and three touch- 
downs to lead the Bengals to a 37-24 victory. 


Conky Trewin 


Vic Miluin 


«New Orleans coach Bum Phillips 
found the perfect way to celebrate 
his sixty-second birthday. Helped 
by an aggressive defense that re- 
corded six sacks, Phillips's Saints 
upset San Francisco 20-17. 
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v Even without one of its key weapons, wide receiver Mark Clayton (83), Miami came 
from behind to beat the Broncos 30-26 in Denver. Clayton, who caught one pass for 
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a Greg Bell's one-yard dive pro- 
pelled Buffalo into a 20-20 fourth- 
quarter tie with Minnesota. Beil tin- 
ished with 93 yards rushing, but the 
Vikings later scored on a Statue of 
Liberty play for 2a 27-20 victory. 
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On his first pro snap, Bernie Kosar fumbled, 
That brought me back to-earth."” he said, 

When he returned to the sky, Kosar con- 
pleted his first seven NFL passes. He led the 
Cleveland Browns to a 24-20 comeback vie- 
tory over visiting New England. With 9-for- 
IS passing for 104 yards, the 21-year-old 
rookie was just what the Browns hoped he 
would be when they pulled him out of the 
supplementary draft for nwo first-round 
picks, 

He wound up with a game ball in his 
locker, Awarded by the coaches? **No, | 
clipped |pilfered] it at the end,"” said Ko- 
sar, who played after Gary Danielson 
strained his right shoulder late in the first 
half, 

It was hardly a one-man show for the 
Browns, who took over first place in the 
AFC Central, Rookie halfback Kevin Mack 


PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 
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Kevin Mack Vann McElroy 


Joe Montana 


the Trigger as Browns 
Shoot Past New England 


had a@ 115-yard day rushing to elevate the 
Browns to second place on the NFL rushing 
chart after ranking twenty-first in 1984. The 
defense kept the Patriots from going ahead 
with 4:25 lett by stopping Mosi Tatupu on 
fourth down, one inch from the goal line. 
The Browns moved ahead of Pittsburgh, 
which lost 24-20 at Miami on rookie Lor- 
enzo Hampton's two-yard touchdown rin 
with 47 seconds to play. The Steclers had 
intercepted three of Dan Marino's passes 
und timited him to short gains, but Marina 
completed five on the 75-vard drive, 


“When we had to have it. we did." said 


Marino, who finished 27 for 45 for 277 
yards against the NFL’s top pass defense. 
The New York Jets kept pace with the 
Dolphins in the AFC East by beating the 
Bengals 29-20 in a game that outraged Cin- 
cinnali couch Sum Wyche. “This was not a 


Jim Collins 


AFC OFFENSE— Kevin Mack, running back, Cleveland Browns 

Mack carried the ball 20 times for 115 yards and caught 5 passes for 65 more. His 10-yard touchdown run 
brought the Browns from behind with 12:12 left en route lo a 24-20 victory over New England. 

AFC DEFENSE— Vann McElroy, salely, Los Angeles Raiders 

McElroy intercepted a pass and made six tackles to help limit the explosive Kansas City passing game to 181 


yards as the Raiders defeated the visiting Chiefs 19-10 


NFC OFFENSE—Joe Montana, quarterback, San Francisco 49ers 
Montana threw for five touchdowns and 429 yards without an interception as the 49ers beat Allanta 28-17 
Montana's touchdowns tied a team record. and he broke two more with 37 completions and 57 attempts. 


NFC DEFENSE—Jim Collins, lineDacker, Los Angeles Rams 
Collins had 13 tackles. three assists. and one sack in a 13-10 victory over the Minnesota Vikings. His biagest 
tackle, of running back Darrin Nelson at the Rams’ 1-yard line, came on the last play of the game. 


STANDINGS 


AFC East 
Miami 

N.Y. Jets 
Indianapolis 
New England 
Buttato 


AFC Central 
Cleveland 
Pittsburgh 
Cincinnati 
Houston 
AFC Wesl 
Denver 
Kansas City 
LA. Raiders 
Seattle 

San Diego 


NFC East 
Dallas 

N.Y. Giants 
St, Louis 
Washington 
Philadelphia 


<a Central 
hicago 
Detroit 
Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Tampa Bay 


NFC West 

LA. Rams 
New Orleans 
San Francisco 
Atlanta 
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SCORES 


AFC 

Cleveland 24, New England 20 
Denver 31, Houston 20 
Indianapolis 49, Buffalo 17 

LA. Raiders 19. Kansas City 10 
Miami 24, Pittsburgh 20 

N.Y. Jets 29, Cincinnati 20 
Seattie 26. San Diego 21 
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' NFC 
Chicago 27, Tampa Bay 19 
Dallas 30, N.Y. Giants 29 
Green Bay 43, Detroit 10 
LA Rams 13, Minnesota 10 
New Orleans 23, Philadelphia 21 
San Francisco 38, Atlanta 17 
Washington 27, St. Louis 10 
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good day for the sport of football,’" Wyche 
suid ufterofficials called 29 penalties, a team: 
record 16 against the Bengals. 

Wyche was most upset about the play that 
ignited tempers. when referee Ben Dreith 
said Bengals cornerback Louis Breeden had 
caught an interception at the 6 and carried 
the ball into the end zone. where he was tack- 
led for a safety. Breeden would have had to 
catch the ball inside the 3 for the play to 
have been ruled a touchback. 

Phe salety gave the Jets a 19-13 lead, and 
Kirk Springs’s 58-yard return of the free 
kick set up a 19-yard touchdown drive that 
made it 26-13, The Bengals’ record dropped 
w 14, even though they rank third in the 
NFL in scorng. The Jets won their fourth 
straight, and have allowed only 44 points 
after an opening 31-0 loss. 

Dallis was the other team to break a first- 
pluce division te, pulling away in the NFC 
East with its 30-29 victory over the New 
York Giants at the Meadowlands, 

The Giants took a 26-14 lead in the third 
quarter, when Phil Simms passed for three 
touchdowns, But Simms, who had 4 carcer- 
high 432 yards passing. let the game slip 
away with two fourth-quarter fumbles, They 
scr up two of Ratael Septien’s three field 
goals, the last from 31 yards with 2:19 lett, 
Jess Atkinson's missed extra point proved to 
be the margin of defeat. 

The Cardinals tell back with the Giants 
when they were the victims of Washington's 
Monday night resurgence. The last-place 
Redskins snapped out of their slump by inter- 
cepting St. Louis quarterback Neil Lomax 
four times. The running game was in high 
veur as George Rogers ran for 104 yards and 
John Riggins for 103 in the 27-10 victory. 

Indianapolis also had two 100-vard rush- 
ers in its 49-17 home victory over Buffalo. 
Alben Bentley gained 100 and Randy Mc- 
Millun added 112 after missing two pames 
with a sprained ankle. 

Detroit's 43-10 loss to Green Bay helped 
Chicago take a two-game lead in the NFC 


Central with a come-from-behind 27-19 vie- 
—torvat Tampa Bay. 


“The thing that sets this team apart from 
teams in the past is that regardless of how 
far behind we get. nobody loses confi- 
dence,’ suid Walter Payton. The Bucca- 
neers’ James Wilder ran for only 29 yards in 
his attempt to tic the NFL record of seven 
consecutive 100-vard games. 


» Last play of the game...ball on Rams’ 
1-yard line... Vikings down 13-10. Bud 
Grant said go for it, but Darrin Nelson 
was slopped in mid-air by a wall of Rams 
and Los Angeles had the victory. 


George Robatge 





WEEK FIVE 


Kosar Makes a Virtuoso 
Debut for Browns, Craig 
Helps 49ers Pass Falcons, 
and Lofton Catches 

Up With a Legend 








a Giants quarterback Phil Simms (11) had two critical aAunning back Roger Craig (left) set a club record when he 
fourth-quarter fumbles to help Dallas to a 30-29 victory. caught 12 passes as the 49ers beat Atlanta 38-17. The two 
teams set NFL records for completions (68) and attempts (102). 


> When starting quarterback Gary Danieison got hurt, 
rookie Bernie Kosar (19) made his NFL debut and cool- 
ly led Cleveland to a 24-20 victory over New England. 





Pen: J. Goh 





. eS 7 ' | 
vAll-pro James Lofton (80) passed Don vLinebacker Mel Kaufman returned one 
Hutson to become Green Bay's career of five Washington interceptions as the 
leader with 8,050 receiving yards. Redskins beat visiting St. Louis 27-10. 


Dave Sack 





Nate Fine Pradaction 


fares Baewer 


a Rookie Lorenzo Hampton, Miami's 
top draft choice, scored on a two- 
yard run wilh 47 seconds /eft to 
give the Dolphins a dramatic 24-20 
victory over Pittsburgh. 





DaveCrna 





WEEK 


The Chicago Bears went to San Francisco 
with fire in their eyes and fireworks in their 
arsenal. They wallpapered their locker 
rooms with newspaper clippings from their 
23-0 loss to the 49ers in last season's NFC 
Championship Game, then they pasted the 
49ers. “"We took u sound beating,”” 49ers 
coach Bill Walsh said after Chicago's 26-10 
victory. 

The Bears’ defense held San Francisco to 
11 first downs and 183 yards, both team 
lows under Walsh, It sacked Joe Montana 
seven times, a career high. Then it supplied 
308-pound defensive tackle William Perry. 
who ran the last two plays of the game for 
two yards each time, eclipsing the 49ers’ 
second-half rushing total of three yards. 

The defending champions fell three 
games behind the undefeated Rams. who 
needed two second-half touchdowns on inter- 


Bear Truth: Rematch 
by S.F. Bay Becomes 
Mismatch by S.F. Bay 


ceptions to win 31-27 at Tampa Bay. Carl 
Ekern’s 33-yard romp put the Rams ahead 
24-20, and LeRoy Irvin's 34-yard score 
made it 31-27 with 5:58 left. 

The Buccaneers stayed close by sacking 
Dieter Brock seven times and recovering 
three fumbles, Eric Dickerson lost the ball 
twice, setting up a Tampa Bay touchdown 
and ending a drive at the Tampa Bay 6, 

If the Bears became the NFC’s team to 
beat, the Jets established themselves as the 
cream of the AFC by beating Miami 23-7 at 
home on Monday night. They took the 
league lead in scoring defense, 14 points a 
game. and held Dan Marino to 136 yards 
passing, his lowest total in two years. After 
leading 6-0 at halftime, the Jets scored the 
next three times they had the ball. 

Cleveland also went up by two games 
when it won 21-6 at Houston in quarterback 





PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 


| 






James Griffin 


Freeman McNeil 










Tony Dorsett 


AFC OFFENSE—Freeman McNeil, running back, New York Jets 
McNeil became the NFL rushing leader with 645 yards after gaining 173 on 28 carries as the Jets beat Miami 


for the first time in eight games, 23-7. 


AFC DEFENSE—James Griffin, safety, Cincinnati Bangails 
Griffin scored a touchdown on a 23-yard interception return, and his recovery of a late onside kick clinched 


the Bengals’ 35-30 victory over the Giants. 


NFC OFFENSE—Tony Dorsett, mnning back, Dallas Cowboys 

Dorsett ran for 113 yards on 21 carries and gained B2 yards on four catches, becoming the NFL's sixth player 
to rush for more than 10,000 yards. His 56-yard scoring catch put host Dallas ahead to stay 7-3, and he 
turned a right-end sweep into a left-end run for a 35-yard touchdown. 


NFC DEFENSE—LeRoy Irvin, cornerback, Los Angeles Rams 
Irvin's second interception, which ha returned for a 34-yard touchdown, finished the scoring in the Rams 


31-27 victory at Tampa Bay 


STANDINGS 


AFC East 
N.Y, Jets 
Miami 

New England 
Indianapolis 
Bulfalo 

AFC Central 
Cleveland 
Cincinnati 
Pittsburgh 
Houston 


AFC West 


NFC East 
Dallas 

N.Y, Giants 
St. Louis 
Washington 
Philadelphia 


NFC Central 
Chicago 
Detroit 
Green Bay 
Minnesota 
Tampa Bay 


NFC West 
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| SCORES 


AFC 

| Cleveland 21, Houston 6 
Denver 15, Indianapolis 10 
New England 14, Buffalo 3 
N.Y. Jats 23, Miami 7 
San Diego 31, Kansas City 20 
NFC 
Chicago 26, San Francisco 10 
Dallas 27, Pittsburgh 13 
Green Bay 20, Minnesota 17 
L.A. Rams 31, Tampa Bay 27 
Philadeiphia 30, St. Louis 7 
Washington 24, Detrol!3 


interconference 

Cincinnat 35, N.Y. Giants 30 
L.A. Raiders 23, New Orleans 13 
Seattle 30, Atlanta 26 
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Bernie Kosar’s first start. He made up for 
his 3-for-12 first half by giving the Browns a 
7-6 lead with his first touchdown pass, 68 
yards to Clarence Weathers on third-and- 
nine. 

Raiders quarterback Marc Wilson contin- 
ued to draw home-crowd boos, but his team- 
mates toasted his courage. Wilson left with 
a first-quarter shoulder injury but returned to 
throw the clinching touchdown pass in the 
Raiders’ 23-13 victory over New Orleans. 
The Saints had trailed 14-0, 

Denver and Seattle joined the Raiders 
atop the AFC West. Quarterback John El- 
way's career-high 49 yards rushing sparked 
the Broncos” 15-10 victory at Indianapolis. 
“Ill do what I have to do.”" Elway said, 
“But my goal is not to lead the team in rush- 
ing.”’ After missing an extra point following 
a first-quarter touchdown, Denver's Rich 
Karlis missed field-goal tries of 28 and 43 
yards as five Broncos drives past the Colts’ 
30-yard line yielded only nine points, 

Eagles quarterback Ron Jaworski owed 
each of his offensive linemen a case of 
steaks after throwing for three touchdowns 
in a 30-7 home victory over St, Louis. “‘It's 
a standing deal whenever we win and | don't 
get sacked,”* Jaworski said. He had last paid 
off in 1981, when the tariff was a single 
steak, Jaworski had been benched for four 
games after going down eight times in the 
opener, 

Another resurrected quarterback was New 
England's Steve Grogan, who sparked a 
14-3 vietory over Buffalo after Tony Eason 
separated his left shoulder in the second 
quarter. Grogan had missed 1/8 straight 
games and fumbled his first snap, then com- 
pleted 15 of 19 for 282 vards and a touch- 
down. 

John Riggins ran for 114 yards and three 
touchdowns in the Redskins’ 24-3 victory 
over Detroit at Washington, becoming the 
second player with 100 career rushing touch- 
downs. With 101, he trailed Jim Brown by 
five, “I play for fun and money, not neces- 
surily in that order,”* said the 36-year-old 
Riggins, now in his fourteenth scason. 

Giants quarterback Phil Simms’s 40-for- 
62 passing gained 313 yards, the second- 
highest NFL total ever, and Giants rookie 
tight end Mark Bavaro’s 12 catches set a 
team record. But Cincinnati won 35-30 at 
home, forcing two key turnovers after its 
early 21-0 lead shrank to 21-20. 


» New England quarterback Tony Eason 


_ was sacked by Buffalo's Lucius Sanford. 


Eason separated his shoulder on the 
play, but Steve Grogan rallied the Pa- 


| triots to a 14-3 victory. 





Roberv i, Senith 





WEEK SIX 


Hail to the Quarterbacks: Brock, 
McMahon Keep Rams, Bears 
Perfect; Kosar Wins First Start; 
and Simms Shows Some 
Giants Numbers 





. 2 | SRA hig et Se | secs 7% eae 
4 Cleveland inebacker Chip Banks shol for the Kaan rn ‘Aunts eaigiiestoendl Dieter Brock was on barodl as aise Angeles 
and got him, sacking Oilers quarterback Warren Moon. stayed unbeaten (6-0) with a 31-27 comeback victory at Tampa 


The Browns won 21-6 in Bernie Kosar first NFL start. Bay. Brock was 16 of 23 passing for 195 yards and a touchdown. 


» Bears quarterback Jim 
McMahon was hit by a blitzing 
Ronnie Lott as he got rid of 
the ball in Chicago's 26-10 vic- 
tory over the 49ers. McMahon 
had an outstanding game, 
passing for 186 yards and 
scrambling for 24 more. 
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a Philadelphia got a Quick six as wide receiver 
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Mike Quick a Giants quarterback Phil Simms had the second-bes! 


caught a 17-yard touchdown pass in the Eagles’ 30-17 victory yardage total in NFL history when he threw for 513 yards, 
over Si. Louis. The defender is rookie safety Lonnie Young. but Cincinnati defeated New York 35-30. 


Fr 





«Eari Campbell (35) found 
very little running room against 
linebacker Matt Millen (55) 
and the rest of the Raiders’ 
defense as Los Angeles beat 
New Orleans 23-13. Campbell 
gained 19 yards on 8 carries. 


Gives the Boot 


WEEK 


Steve Grogan didn’t want his secret to slip 
out. In New England's huddle, he called a 
running play to Tony Collins. Only after the 
huddle did he tell Collins and wide receiver 
Stanley Morgan he was going to keep the 
ball and run around Morgan's end. 

“We figured it would work better that 
way,’ Grogan said. It did. Grogan’s boot- 
leg run went for the three-yard touchdown 
with 3:27 to play that beat the Jets 20-13 at 
New England. 

It ended a five-game winning streak for 
the Jets, who lost league-leading rusher Free- 
man McNeil with back spasms after one 
play. ‘I haven't seen a tougher quarterback 
in my life,"” Jets nose tackle Joe Klecko said 
of Grogan, who made his first start of the 
year. 

Another rejuvenated quarterback. the Eag- 
les’ Ron Jaworski, threw the decisive touch- 


PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 





Andre Tippett 





Rion Jaworski 
AFC OFFENSE—Greg Bell, running back, Buffalo Bills 


A Veteran Quarterback 


to Jets’ Winning Streak 


down pass tn Philadelphia's 16-14 upset of 
Dallas at Philadelphia. The Eagles took ad- 
Vantage of two fumbles by Tony Dorsett, 
who had tauntingly waved the football at 
sufeties Ray Ellis and Wes Hopkins after his 
touchdown gave Dallas a 14-6 lead late in 
the third quarter. “*I’m disappointed in me 
for sinking to that level,’* Dorsett said later. 

Ellis recovered Dorsett’s first fumble. set- 
ting up the first of Paul MeFadden’s three 
field goals. Hopkins’s recovery ended a 
fourth-quarter drive at the Eagles’ 20. Hop- 
kins also intercepted two passes deep in 
Eagles territory. 

Atlanta and Buffalo scored their first vic- 
tories of the season, Tampa Bay came close 
again, and Houston ended 4 five-game los- 
ing streak. But the most surprising upset 
mav have been Detroit's 23-2] Silverdome 
victory over San Francisco, 








Lawrence Taylor 


Bell ran 22 times for 80 yards and the Bills’ first two touchdowns in a 21-9 victory over the Coits. He also 
gained 46 yards on two catches, remaining the only AFC player besides Miami's Tony Nathan to lead his 


team in rushing and receiving 


AFC DEFENSE— Andre Tippett, linebacker, New England Patnots 

Tippett had three sacks, a fumble recovery, and five tackles in the Patriots’ 20-13 victory over the Jats. 

NFC OFFENSE—Ron Jaworski, quarterback, Philadelphia Eagles > | 
Jaworski's 22-for-35 passing produced a career-high 360 yards, one touchdown, and no interceptions 
against the league-leading Dallas secondary in Philadelphia's 16-14 upset victory. 

NFC DEFENSE—Lawrence Taylor, linebacker, New York Giants ) 
Overcoming “personal problems,” Taylor sparked the New York Giants’ 17-3 victory over Washington with 
11 tackles and two sacks. “| decided to shut everything oul of my mind but football,” Taylor said. “| prepared 


hard. | got some sleep.” 


STANDINGS 


AFC East 
Miami 

N.Y. Jets 
New England 
Indianapolis 
Bultalo 


AFC Central 
Cleveland 
P; 
Cincinnati 
Houston 
AFC West 
Derwver 

L.A, Raiders 
Seattle 
Kansas City 
San Diego 


NFC East 
Dallas 

N.Y. Glants 
Philadelphia 
St. Louis 
Washington 


NFC Central 
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San Francisco 
Atlanta 
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SCORES 


AFC 

Butfalo 21, Indianapolis 9 
Denver 13, Seattle 10 (OT) 
Houston 44, Cincinnati 27 
LA. Raiders 21, Cleveland 20 
New England 20, N.Y. Jets 13 


NFC 

Atlanta 31, New Orleans 24 
Ctucago 23. Green Bay 7 
Detroit 23, San Francisco 21 
N.Y. Giants 17, Washington 3 
Philadelphia 16, Dallas 14 


Interconference 

LA, Rams 16, Kansas City 10 
Miami 41, Tampa Bay 38 
Minnesota 21, San Diego 17 
Pittsburgh 23, St. Louis 10 
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The Lions, ranked next-to-last in rushing, 
had their first 1OO-yard rusher since Billy 
Sims's injury when James Jones gained 116. 
They held Joe Montana to 97 passing yards 
and intercepted him for the first time in 113 
attempts, Montana, who awoke at 5 a.m. with 
the flu, was replaced with 1:37 to play. 

Tampa Bay overcame a 24-7 second-quar- 
ter deficit with the help of Jimmie Giles's 
four touchdown catches, then Ued Miami on 
Donald lewebuike’s 38-yard field goal with 
52 seconds to play. But the Dolphins won 
41-38 at the Orange Bow! on Fuad Reveiz's 
43-yard field goal with six seconds left. 

The Raiders, Vikings, and Broncos also 
won cliffhangers. Todd Christensen caught 
Mare Wilson's e:ght-yard, fourth-down 
touchdown pass with 29 seconds left for the 
winning play in the Raiders’ 21-20 victory 
at Cleveland. Tommy Kramer's first comple- 
tion to a wide receiver was Leo Lewis's 
26-yard touchdown with 19 seconds left in 
Minnesota's 21-17 victory over San Diego 
at the Metrodome. Rich Karlis kicked a 
24-yard field goal to beat Seattle 13-10 in 
overtime at Denver, 

The Broncos held Seattle to 77 passing 
yards, sacked Dave Krieg five times, and 
had a 5-0 tumover advantage, setting up the 


| winning kick on rookie Daniel Hunter's in- 


terception return to the Seahawks’ 13. 

The Chargers could take consolation in 
the return of tight end Kellen Winslow, who 
cuught two passes after being gone almost a 


year to the day with a knee injury. and Dan 


Fouts, who quarterbacked a fourth-quarter 
touchdown drive after missing two games 
with a knee injury. 

While Missouri's major league baseball 
teams were playing the I-70 World Series, 
its football Chiefs and Cardinals were losing 
their third straight games, Kansas City quar- 


terback Todd Blackledge, replacing injured 


Bill Kenney, threw six interceptions in a 
16-10 loss to the undefeated (7-0) Los An- 
geles Rams at Arrowhead Stadium. St. 
Louis quarterback Neil Lomax was sacked 
six times in a 23-10 loss at Pittsburgh, 
which had lost three in a row. 

The Steelers jumped to a 14-3 lead in a 
three-minute span in the first quarter and 
didn't let the Cardinals cross midfield again 
until the fourth quarter. In St, Louis's three 
straight defeats, it had two defensive sacks 
und scored a total of 27 points after averag- 
ing 32 in the first four games. 


_» Rookie defensive tackle/running back 


William (The Refrigerator) Perry scored 
his first NFL touchdown on a one-yard 
run in Chicago's 23-7 Monday-night vic- 
tory over Green Bay. 


Don Lance 





WEEK SEVEN 


Grogan’s Sleight of Hand Fools 
Jets, a Familiar Face Puts 
Buccaneers at Bay, and 
Christensen Gets a Six for His Dive 
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A Miami nilinebacker Hugh Green (55), acquired from Tampa 
Bay less than two weeks earlier, got back at his old team 
by intercepting a pass in POPE 8 41-38 ietOly. 


» Diminutive (5 feet 9 inches) 
St, Louis running back Stump 
Mitchell is overpowered bya | Te 
group of Pittsburgh defenders 
in the Steelers’ 23-10 victory. 
The loss was the Cardinals’ 
third in a row. 


Dave Cross 
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a San Francisco tight end John Frank is tackled after catching a 
short pass in a 23-21 loss at Detroit. The Lions held the 49ers to 
96 yards passing as San Francisco's record dropped to 3-4. 
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a Tight e end Todd Christensen made a diving catch in the end zone on 1 Mare 
Wilson's fourth-down, eight-yard pass with 29 seconds to play to give the 
Raiders a 21-20 victory in Cleveland. Wilson (6) celebrated the occasion. 


«Stan Edwards leaped 
over the top for a touch- 
down in Houston's 44- 
27 victory over Cincin- 
nati. The Oilers piled 
up a season-high 401 
yards as they snapped 
a five-game losing 
streak. 


v New England quarterback Steve Grogan 
fooled everyone when he scored on a three- 
yard bootleg run to beat the Jets 20-13. 


Law Wii 
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It wasn't enough to beat the defending cham- 
pions, The Lions had to beat last year’s 
Super Bow! loser, too. One week after upset- 
ting San Francisco. they whipped Mian 
31-21 at the Pontiac Silverdome. 

Dun Marine again had trouble passing 
into sagging zones. He threw for 247 yards 
und two touchdowns, but had two intercep- 
tions. The Dolphins* defense again had troub- 
le against the run, allowing 152 yards. 
James Jones had 114 in his second straight 
game over 100. 

“| don’t have a good feeling about this 
football team," coach Don Shula said, 
“Everybody ts rubbing our fave in the dirt.”" 

The 49ers bounced back from their 
Detroit trip with a vengeance. dealing the 
Rams their first defeat in a 28-14 game that 
wits 28-0) at halftime and never in doubt, San 
Francisco scored on its first two possessions 





a Lost Cause 


PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 
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Wayne Capers 


Eugene Daniel 


Dolphins’ Visit to the Lions’ 
Den Turns Out to Be 


Eric Hipple 


at Anaheim Stadium, Joe Montuna complet- 
ed 22 of 30 passes for 306 yards and three 
touchdowns before being foreed out with a 
bruised sternum. Roger Craig ran for 63 
yards and a touchdown and caught six 
passes for 132 yards and a touchdown. “I 
don’t think we cun be forgotten about.” 
49ers coach Bill Walsh said. 

Nor could the Bears, who finished the 
first half of the season us the only undeteat- 
ed team. They intercepted five passes— 
equaling their 1984 total of 21—in a 27-9 
victory over Minnesota at Chicago, Otis 
Wilson had two sacks and returned an inter- 
ception 23 yards for a touchdown, In games 
in which Dennis McKinnon has made a 
touchdown catch tn the lust three years. 
Chicago ts 13-0. 

Cincinnati also node a crest of tumovers 
to victory. beating visiting Pittsburgh 26-21 





Curtis Jordan 


AFC OFFENSE— Wayne Capers, wide receiver, indianapolis Colts 

Capers caught live passes for 104 yards and touchdowns of 39 and 33 yards. He also scored on a 20-yard 
end-around in the Colts’ 37-10 victory over Green Bay al the Hoosier Dorne, “| tried to set some goals for 
mysell,” said Capers, who made his first start forthe Colts after being signed as a lree agent 

AFC DEFENSE— Eugene Daniel, cornerback, Indianapolis Colts 

Daniel had four of the Colts’ six turnovers, giving Indianapolis the first sweep of (he player of the week awards 
in its two years. He recovered a fumble and intercepted three passes. twice setting up louchdowns 

NFC OFFENSE—Eric Hipple, quarterback, Detroi! Lions 

Hipple passed for three touchdowns and 239 yards in the Lions’ 31-21 upset of Miami, completing 14 of 19 
NFC DEFENSE—Curtis Jordan, free safety, Washinglon Aedskms 

Jordan recovered a fumbie, intercepted a pass, and made 15 tackles and four assists in helping the Redskins 
lo a 14-7 victory at Cieveland. Jordan returned fis interception 32 yarcs to the Browns 25 in the game's first 
minute, setting up John Riggins’s short touchdown run Riggins scored career touchdown number 114 


STANDINGS 


AFC East 
NY, Jets 
Miarni 

New England 
Indianapolls. 
Butlaio 

AFC Central 
Cleveland 


NFC East 
Dallas 

N.Y, Giants 
Philadelphia 
Washington 
St Louis 


NFC Central 


Chicago 
Detrott 
Monnesota 
Greon Bay 
Tampa Bay 


NEC Wes! 
L.A. Rams 
San Francisco 
New Orleans 
Atlanta 
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SCORES 


AFC 

Cincinnati 26, Pitisburgh 21 
Denver 30, Kansas City 10 

L.A. Raiders 34, San Diego 21 
N.Y. Jets 17, Seattia 14 

NFC 

Crucago 27, Minnesota 9 

Dallas 24, Atlanta 10 

N.Y. Giants 21, New Orleans 13 
San Francisco 28, L A- Rams 14 


Interconference 

Detroit 31, Miar 21 

Houston 20, St, Lours 10 
Indianapolis 37, Green Bay 10 
New England 32, Tarnpa Bay 14 
Philadelphia 21, Buffalo 17 
Washington 14, Cleveland 7 
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with three fumble recoveries and three inter- 
ceptions, Bengals safety Robert Jackson's 
57-yard interception return and Jim Breech’s 
four ficld gouls helped the Bengals sprint 
ahead 17-0 and 26-7. Louis Lipps kept Pitts- 
burgh within reach by scoring on a 49-yard 
pass and a 62-yard punt retum. 

Tampa Buy. Atlanta. and Buffalo, with 
Iwo Victories among them. jumped to leads 
of 14-0, 10-0, and 17-0, respectively. 

The Bills came close in losing 21-17 at 
Philadelphia, Ron Jaworski passed between 
two defenders to Mike Quick for the deci- 
sive 32-yard touchdown with 1:55 to play, 
“Right on my chest.”" Quick said of the 
pass. “'The character of this team compares 
to the 1980 [Super Bowl XV] team,” Ji- 
worskt satd after the 21-point fourth quarter. 
Jaworski ran for the first touchdown, com- 
pleting «a 77-vard drive that began after 
Eugles nose tackle Ken Clarke stopped Bills 
quarterback Vince Ferragamo’s sneak on 
fourth-and-inches, Safety Wes Hopkins fol- 
lowed Jaworski's touchdown with one of his 
ownond 24-yard interseption return. 

The Falcons lost 24-10 at Dallas, where 
Tony Dorsett ran 60 yards for a touchdown 
and Tony Hill gained 161 yards on |) recep- 
tons. one for a 35-yard score. The Cow- 
boys’ defense had five sacks and four inter- 
ceptions, The consecutive field-goal streak 
of the Faleons” Mick Luckhurst ended at 17, 
third-longest in NFL history. 

The Buccaneers managed only 69 second 
half yards in thei 32-14 loss to New Eng- 
lind, ““l don’t Know how we can get much 
lower,” said quarterback Steve DeBerg. 


| Who threw (wo interceptions and was tack: 


led by Don Blackmon for a safety. Patriots 
running back Craig James ran for two touch: 
downs and passed for another. 

The Giants’ decision to feature their run- 


| ning game paid off with Joe Morris's 104 


yards. rookie George Adams's 89. and a 
21-13 victory at New Orleans. The defense 


| setup scoring drives of 24, 12. and 22 yards 


with cornerback Elvis Patterson's intercep- 
tion and fumble recovery and another inter- 
ception by NFL sack leader Leonard Mar- 
shall, 

The Raiders also combined rushing und 
defense. Their 34-21 victory over visiting 
San Diego made their Monday night record 
-3-3-1. Marcus Allen ran for 111 yards and 
three touchdowns, and the Raiders’ defense 
sucked quarterback Dan Fouts stx times. 


» Marcus Allen took to the air en route to 
one of his three touchdowns and 111 
yards rushing as the Raiders raised their 
record on Monday night to 23-3-1 with a 
34-21 victory over San Diego. 





WEEK EIGHT 


Tale of the Unbeatens: And Then There 
Was One as 49ers Pound Rams, While 
Vikings Can’t Keep the Bears Out 








W enay Peon pea a 


" A: 


a Minnesota reserve quarterback Wade Wilson felt the pressure of the a Duane Bicxett. Colts star rookie linebacker, was 
Bears’ relentless pass rush as he tried, in vain, to rally the Vikings. Wilson all smiles after recovering a Green Bay fumble. 
threw two interceptions as Chicago stayed unbeaten with a 27-9 victory. Indianapolis crushed the Packers 37-10 


» Joe Montana (16) riddled the 
Rams for 306 yards and three 
touchdowns as the 49ers 
scored all of their points in the 
first half during a 28-14 vic- 
tory. Montana completed 22 
of 3O passes as Los Angeles 
(7-1) lost its firstgame, 





Dav Horns 








Paul Spinelli 


vy Butch Woolfolk cut back on one of his 20 carries during aJets cornerback Johnny Lynn gave Seattle wide receiver 
the Oilers’ 20-10 victory at St. Louis. Woolfolk gained 64 Steve Largent a hard shot as Largent tried to catch a pass. 
yards as Houston came back after trailing 10-0. New York overcame a 14-0 deficit to beat the Seahawks 17-14. 
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a Pittsburgh's Louis Lipps had a dazzling day in Cincinnati, 
scoring touchdowns on a 62-yard punt return and a 49-yard 
reception, but the Bengals held on for a 26-21 victory. 








Gets a Kick Out 





WEEK 


Erie Schubert's team lost its first game of 
the season Saturday. His mind might not 
have been entirely on the game, though. The 
assiMant coach for Lakeland Regional High 
School in Wanaque, New Jersey, had an- 
other game Sunday, 

And what a game. On his third day with 
the New York Giants, Schubert kicked field 
goals of 24, 36, 24, 41. and 33 yards in the 
Giants’ 22-20 home victory over Tampa 
Bay. He was the first player ever to kick five 
field goals in an NFL debut. 

“The only time | was nervous,”* he said, 
“was when [Giants coach] Bill Parcells 
called Thursday,’ Parcells had cut Schubert 
in August, but he suddenly needed him, He 
had cut Jess Atkinson Monday, then learned 
on Thursday that regular placekicker Ali 
Haji-Sheikh wasn’t ready to play. 

Schubert was ready. He had been kicking 


PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 






Dan Fouts 


Terry Taylor 





Walter Payton 


Substitute Math Teacher 


of His Newest Assignment 


twice a day while coaching for $1,000 and 
working asa substitute teacher of math for 
$36 a day. For his game with the Giants he 
made about $3,500. 

The Giants” other scorer was Joe Mors, 
whose 132 rushing vards made him one of 
13 runners to go over 100—the most ever 
for an NFL week. 

Three of them played in Atlanta, where 
the Washington Redskins beat the Falcons 
44-10. Without star runner John Riggins and 
blocker Joe Jacoby, the Redskins got 124 
vards from George Rogers and 164 from 
Keith Griffin, who went into the game with 
a season feral of 144, “Everybody knows 
Archie, but I'm trying to make a name for 
myself,” Griffin said, referring to his broth- 
er, Who won two Heisman trophies. Atlan- 
ta’s Gerald Riges was the second man in 39 
games to rush for ]00 against Washington. 








AFC OFFENSE—Dan Fouts, quarterback, San Diego Chargers 

His 302 yards on 23-of-34 passing gave Fouts an NFL record of 44 games of 300 or more yards. He passed 
for two touchdowns as the Chargers beat Denver 30-10 at San Diego. 

AFC DEFENSE—Terry Taylor, comnerback, Seattle Seahawks 

Taylor returned an interception 75 yards for a touchdown and blocked a field goal with his facemask, setting 
up Byron Walker's 56-yard touchdown return. The plays, in Seattle's 23-point second quarter, lad to a 33-3 
victory at home that ended the Raiders five-game winning streak 

NFC OFFENSE— Walter Payton, running back, Chicago Bears 

Payton ran tor 192 yards—his highest total in eight years—and scored Ine winning touchdown from 27 
yards in ihe Bears’ 16-10 victory at Green Bay, He passed 14,000 yards for his career by 153 

NFC DEFENSE—Leonard Smith, safety, St. Louis Cardinals 

Smith had nine tackles, one of the Cardinals’ four sacks, and their only interception. St. Louis came from 10-0 
behind at halftime to Greak a four-game losing streak and surprise visiting Dallas 21-10 





STANDINGS 

AFC East Ww LT | NFC East 
N.Y. Jets 7 2 0 | Dallas 

New England 5 4 O | N.Y. Giants 
Miami 6 3 £O | Washington 
Indianapolis 3 6 O | Philadelphia 
Buttalo 1 6 O | St, Louls 
AFC Central NFC Central 
Cincinnati 4 5 0 | Chicago 
Cleveland 3 5 © | Detrott 
Houston 4 5 oO | Minnesota 
Pittsburgh ££ 3 O | GreenBay 
AFC West | Tampa Bay 
Denver 6 3 O| NFC West 
L.A, Raiders 6 3 O| L.A. Rams 
Seattle 5 4 #O | Sanfrancisco 
San Diego 4 6 0 | New Orleans 
Kansas City 2 6 #O| Atlanta 


OS 


SCORES 
WL OT] AFG 

6 3 O | Cincinnali 23, Bullalo 17 

6 3 £© | Houston 23, Kansas City 20 

5 4 O | NewEngland 17, Miami 13 

4 5 O | WY. Jets 35, indianapolis 17 

4 5 0 | Pittsburgh 10, Cleveland 9 
San Diego 30, Denver 10 

5 * 0 

3 - | NFC 

yo a Checago 16, Greon Bay 10 
L A. Rams 28, New Orieans 10 
Minnesota 16, Detroit 13 

5 + O| N.Y. Giants 22, Tampa Bay 20 

5 4 =O | St. Louis 21, Dallas 10 

3 6 0] San Francisco 24, Philadelphia 13 

1 8 O | Washington 44, Atlanta 10 


The AFC Central Division achieved ult- 
mate parity with all four teams tied at 4-5, 
Gary Anderson's 25-vard field goal with 
nine seconds left carried Pittsburgh past 
Cleveland 10-9; Tony Zendejas’s 38-yard 
held goal with 14 seconds left gave Houston 
a 23-20 win over Kansas City: and 270- 
pound Larry Kinnebrew’s career-high 128 
yards rushing helped Cincinnati to a 23-17 
victory at Bulfalo. 

Cleveland's defeat in heavy rain was its 
sixteenth in 16 tries at Three Rivers Sta- 
dium, which Cleveland media dubbed **The 
Temple of Doom,”’ The crowd helped set up 
Pittsburgh's 44-yard touchdown drive in the 
third quarter. With the ball on Cleveland's 
25, Browns quarterback Bernie Kosar com- 
plained to officials three times about noise. 
The third time. center Mike Baab thought 
Kosar wanted the ball and snapped it back to 
the Browns’ 13-yard line. Following a punt 
to the 44, the Steelers scored when Walter 
Abercrombie ran 32 yards, 

Jan Stenerud also won a cliffhanger with 
a field goal of 28 yards with one second left 
in Minnesota's 16-13 home victory against 
Detroit, Darrin Nelson, who had a career- 
high 122 yards, set him up with a 21-yard 
punt retum and a 23-yard run to Detroit's 12. 

At San Francisco. quarterback Matt Cava- 
naugh started his second game in three years 
und helped beat Philadelphia for the second 
time, 24-13. He wouldn't call himself an 
Eagle killer, though. **If 1 did, | probably 
would face them next year and get my butt 
kicked,” he satd, 

The Rams stayed three games ahead of 
San Francisco with nine sacks and three in- 
tereeptions in a 28-10 victery over New Or- 
leans at Anaheim Stadium. Dieter Brock, 
playing despite a kidney stone, threw for 
two touchdowns, and Eric Dickerson had his 
first 100-yard game in six weeks before 
spraining his ankle with four minutes left. 

The New York Jets became the AFC's 
first seven-game winner, coasting to a 35-17 
victory at Indianapolis after three touch- 
downs in a 3:43 span helped them to a 35-3 
halftime lead. Rookie cornerback Kerry 
Glenn's fumble recoveries set up drives of 
12 and 42 yards. He also made an intercep- 
tion. The Jets’ defense got five turnovers 
and six sacks. Ken O'Brien had his first 
three-touchdown game via passing. Free- 


| man MeNeil’s 149 yards rushing gave him 


five games this season over 100, 


_»Jets running back Freeman McNeil 


churned for yardage during New York's 
35-17 victory at Indianapolis, McNeil, 
the NFL's rushing leader with 945 yards, 
picked up 149 yards on 26 carries. 


Don Ferguson 








WEEK NINE 


The Big and Little of It in the 
NFL: Bears Unveil a 308-Pound 
Receiver, Redskins Helped by 
a 5-8 Running Back 





signed as a free agent two days earlier, kicked five field goals to 
lead the New York Giants to a 22-20 victory over Tampa Bay. 
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Heth Weitman 


a St. Louis safety Leonard Smith put the slug on Cowboys 
quarterback Danny White. The Cardinals overcame a 
10-0 halftime deficit to beat Dallas 21-10. 
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ait was a long day for Miami quarterback Dan Marino, who was 
sacked three times, intercepted twice, and held to 15 of 33 pass- 
ing (171 yards) as New England defeated the Dolphins 17-13. 
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» Keith Griffin (35). Washing- 
ton's 5-foot 8-inch running 
back, gained 164 yards and 
scored two touchdowns, one = “ wt. fay 
on a 66-yard run, as the Red- = @ . —. =. 


skins picked up 307 yards on \ 5 a ti Tent = : 
the ground in a 44-10 victory = -_ cp 
over the Falcons in Atlanta. =? nes Oy hw +2 
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v The NFL's biggest running back became the NFL's biggest a Cleveland coaches were frustrated after a penalty call 
receiver when 308-pound William Perry caught a four-yard during a 10-9 loss in Pittsburgh. The Browns’ record since 
scoring pass in Chicago's 16-10 victory at Green Bay. Three Rivers Stadium opened in 1970 dropped to 0-16. 
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Percy, eT sa ona ae ret a For the second consecutive season, backup quarterback 
: ee Tac | Matt Cavanaugh (6) led the 49ers to a victory over Philadel- 
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Copia. Cavanaugh completed 20 of 32 passes for 255 yards. 
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Bells were ringing and the jagged line on the 
screen had become straight. But the Dol- 
phins weren't dead yet. They had | minute 
and 8 seconds for Dan Marino to shock them 
back to life. 

All he needed was 27 seconds. Two plays 
got the Dolphins to midfield. Then Marino 
aimed for Mark Duper, who had missed the 


last seven games with a hairline fracture of 


his leg. Duper ran past comerback Bobby 
Jackson and stretched for a fingertip catch 
near the 20-yard line. 

He went the rest of the way untouched to 
give Miami a 21-17 home victory over the 
New York Jets. 

“T think you understand how much we 
missed Duper on offense.”’ Dolphins coach 
Don Shula said. Duper set a team record 
with 217 yards on eight catches, including 
an carlier 60-yard touchdown, and Mark 


PLAYERS OF 


THE WEEK 










Lione! James Fred Marion 





Jimmie Giles 


Dolphins’ Jet Returns 
in Time to Make Marino’s Day 
Against New York 


Clayton’s 21-yard touchdown catch was his 
first score since Duper’s injury. 

Florida’s other team needed a win on 
general principle when Donald Izwebuike 
kicked field goals of 47, 46, and 50 yards in 
Tampa Bay's first victory, 16-0 over St, 
Lewis. 

At the other end of the spectrum, Chicago 
became the NFC’s first 10-0 team since 
1975 when Walter Payton ran for 07 yards 
and Matt Suhey for 102 in a 24-3 foul- 
Weather victory over Detroit at Soldier 
Field. 

The NFL punt-return race broke into a 
sprint when Pittsburgh's Louis Lipps had a 
7l-vard touchdown at Kansas City and New 
England's Irving Fryar had one for 77 yards. 
Lipps’s 15.8-yard average led runner-up 
Fryar by |.6 yards. Fryar also caught a touch- 
down pass in New England's fifth consecu- 








Jim Jetfcoat 


AFC OFFENSE—Lionel James, running back, San Diego Chargers 


James, only 5-6 and 170 pounds, and nicknamed “Little Train,” gained 126 yards on kickolf returns, 168 
yards on 11 catches, and 51 yards on seven carries and scored twice. His 17-yard touchdown run, 3:44 into 
overtime, beal the Los Angeles Raiders 40-34 al San Diego, The Chargers, who had lost seven straight to the 
Raiders, gained 593 yards, with Dan Fouts passing for 436 yards and four touchdowns 


AFC DEFENSE—Fred Marion, free safety, New England Patriots 
Marion forced a fumble, recovered a fumble, intercepled a pass, returned an interception 36 yards, and made 
seven tackles and two assists in the Patriots’ 34-15 victory over Indianapolis, 


NFC OFFENSE —Jimmie Giles, tight end, Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
Giles caught six passes for 134 yards, a career high, in the Buccaneers’ 16-0 victory over St. Louis al Tampa 


NFC DEFENSE—Jim Jeffcoat, defensive end, Dallas Cowboys 
Jelfcoat had five of his team’s six sacks and one ol its four knocked-down passes in Tom Landry's 250th 
coaching victory, 13-7 at Washington. 


STANDINGS SCORES 
AFC East 
New England 
N.Y. Jets 
Miami 
indianapolis 
Buffalo 


AFC Central 
Cincinnati 


AFC 
Buffalo 20, Houston 0 
Cincinnat 27, Clevetand 10 
Miami 21, N.Y. Jets 17 
New England 34, indianapolis 15 
| Pittsburgh 36, Kansas City 28 
San Diego 40, L.A. Raiders 34 (OT) 
NFC 
Chicago 24, Detroit 3 
Dallas 13, Washington 7 
Green Bay 27, Minnesota 17 
| N.Y. Giants 24,L A. Rams 19 
Philadeiphia 23, Atlanta 17 (OT) 
Tampa Bay 16, St. Louis 6 


Interconference 
Denver 17, San Francisco 16 
Seattle 27, New Orleans 3 


NFC East 
Dallas 
| ALY. Giants 
Philadelphia 
Washington 
| St. Louis 


NFC Central 
Chicago 
Detroit 
Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Tampa Bay 
NFC West 
L.A. Rams 
San Francisco 
New Orleans 
Atlanta 
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AFC West 
Denver 

L.A. Raiders 
Seattle 

San Diego 
Kansas City 
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live victory, over Indianapolis at Foxboro. 

Lipps’s touchdown put the Steelers ahead 
of the Chiefs to stay, 20-14. Gary Anderson 
kicked five field goals, a team record, in the 
36-28 victory, Pittsburgh's first on the road, 

Seattle’s eight sacks gave the Seahawks 
21 in three games and a 27-3 victory at New 
Orleans, Nose tackle Joe Nash blocked a 
28-yard field-goal attempt that would have 
put the Saints ahead 6-0. Defensive end 
Jacob Green scored from 19 yards on an in- 
terception. 

“Sure I'm embarrassed. Who wouldn't 
be embarrassed?"" said Saints coach Bum 
Phillips, who replaced quarterback Dave 
Wilson with Bobby Hebert. Phillips said he 
should be replaced, too. if the Saints don't 
win five of their last six, [It was the Saints’ 
fifth straight loss. 

The New York Giants trailed 13-0 before 
driving 80 yards for a touchdown in the last 
1:13 of the first half en route to beating the 
Los Angeles Rams 24-19 at home. Joe Mor- 
ris's two short touchdown runs put the 
Giants ahead 24-16. 

There was a controversial pass interfer- 
ence call agaist Rams comerback LeRoy 
Irvin on the drive to Morris’s second touch- 
down. The Rams, behind reserve quarter- 
back Jeff Kemp, lost another disputed call 
barely a minute later when officials ruled 
Bobby Duckworth’s end-zone catch would 
have been out of bounds even if safety 
Kenny Hill hadn't hit him. That Rams dnve, 
ignited by Ron Brown's 89-yard kickoff re- 
turn to the 11, ended with Mike Lansford’s 
fourth field goal. 

Rich Karlis’s last-minute 24-yard field 
voal gave Denver a 17-16 Monday night 
home victory over San Francisco, which 
came up empty twice inside Denver's 5-yard 
line. The Broncos’ defense made a goal-line 
stand. and 49ers field-goal holder Matt Ca- 
vanaugh bobbled a snap when he apparently 
was distracted by a snowball thrown from 
the stands. 

Buffalo quarterback Bruce Mathison, 
who ran more than he passed while at the 
University of Nebraska, was the Bills’ lead- 
ing rusher with 57 yards in their 20-0 rain- 
dampened home victory over Houston, 

Ozzie Newsome's seven catches for the 
Browns broke former Cardinal and Cowboy 
Jackie Smith's career reception record for 
tight ends with 484, but Cleveland lost 
27-10 at Cincinnati. 


_» Mark Duper made a spectacular return 


to the Miami lineup, catching eight pass- 


_ eS for a club-record 217 yards, including 


the game-winner with 41 seconds left, 


as the Dolphins beat the Jets 21-17. 





Dave Cross 
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WEEK TEN 


49ers Get the Cold Shoulder in Denver, 
Bears Call On Fuller, and Patriots 
Experience the Joy of Sacks 





Joho H. Reid Il 


a Three sacks and two fourth-quarter interceptions made it y Backup quarterback Steve Fuller, playing in place of an injured 
a forgettable day for rookie quarterback Bernie Kosar of Jim McMahon, ran for two touchdowns and threw for 112 yards 
Cleveland. Cincinnati beat the visiting Browns 27-10. as the Bears made it 10 victories in a row, beating Detroit 24-3. 
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a Despite Roger Craig's 117 yards rushing, San Francisco's 
record fell to 5-5 on a 20-degree night in Denver. A field 
goal by Rich Karlis won it for the Broncos, 17-16. 


Don Ferguson 
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" adelbemibens scrieliay Ron Brown of the ani outraced aieanan: 
Taylor (56), among others, for an 89-yard kickoff return to the 
Giants’ 11-yard line, but New York rallied for a 24-19 victory. 





Jim Turner 





A The apitjied New England defense sa ace Colts ‘iets 
backs Matt Kofler (above) and Mike Pagel seven limes— 
three by Andre Tippett—in a 34-15 sal 
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aln his first start of the season, quarterback Bruce Mathison 
ran five times for 57 yards and a touchdown, and also 
threw for 121 yards as Buffalo blanked Houston 20-0. 
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The Chicago-Dallas game had the biggest 
build-up since new Coke, but the Bears had 
it thoroughly under control by the third 
quarter. Their 44-0 road victory was the Cow- 
boys’ worst defeat ever. It ended the second- 
longest shutout-free streak in NFL history. 
218 games, 

Chicago's three interceptions in the first 
half included touchdowns by Richard Dent 
and Mike Richardson, which made the score 
17-0. The Bears finished with six sacks, five 
tumovers, and 216 yards rushing, their sec- 
ond consecutive game over 200, 

It had been 14 years since Dallas lost to 
the Bears—or coach Tom Landry had lost 
to a former assistant. 

The victory made the Bears the first team 
to clinch their division, 11 games into a 
16-game season, and it virtually assured 
them of staying at home through the play- 


PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 





Louis Wright 


Ken O'Brien 









Gerald Riggs 


| This Time, the Doomsday 
Defense in Dallas 
Belongs to the Bears 


offs when Alanta stunned the visiting Los 
Angeles Rams 30-14. 

The Falcons jumped ahead 10-0 in the 
first 6:03 after Scott Case and Johnny Taylor 
recovered fumbles inside the Rams’ 25 on 
Ron Brown's reception and Charles White's 
kickoff return, They made it 23-0 after three 
quarters and wound up with five turnovers 
and 43:21 possession time. With his fourth 
100-yard game in a row, Gerald Riggs be- 
came the only player to mun for that many 
vards against either the Rums or the Red- 
skins. 

‘Forty carries has to be tough on a ball 
camer.” couch Dan Henning said of Riggs, 
whose 41 gave him the NFL's seventh 40- 
carry game in history. “‘Bul trying to stop 
him forty times has to be more punishing 
for the other team." 

New England turned Fred Marion's 83- 





Otis Wilson 


AFC OFFENSE—Ken O'Brien, quarterback, New York Jats 


O'Bnen led the Jets’ 62-28 victory over Tampa Bay with 23-for-30 passing for 365 yards and five touchdowns 
—three to tight end Mickey Shuler and a 78-yarder to Al Toon. He completed 12 in a row as the Jets set team 
records for points, yards (581), and first downs (35), After a power Outage at the Meadowlands delayed the 
start 16 minutes, Tampa Bay took a 14-0 lead in the first 3:11, bul the Jats scored on their next! five possessions, 
AFC DEFENSE— Louis Wright, cornerback, Denver Brancos 

Whght's 60-yard return of a blocked field goal beat the visiting Chargers 30-24 in overtime. 


NFC OFFENSE—Gerald Riggs, running back, Allanta Falcons 


Riggs helped Atlanta upset the Los Angeles Rams 30-14 at Atlanta by carrying 41 times for 123 yards and 


three louchdowns. 


NFC DEFENSE— Otis Wilson, linebacker, Chicago Bears 
Wilson had two sacks, five quarterback hurries, five tackles, and two hits that knocked Cowboys quarterback 
Danny White out of the game in the Bears’ 44-0 victory al Dallas, 


STANDINGS 


AFC East 
New England 
N.Y. Jets 
Miami 
indianapolis 
Buffalo 

AFC Central 
Pittsburgh 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Houston 


AFC West 


SCORES 


NFC East 
Dallas 

N.Y, Giants 
Philadeiphia 
Washington 
St. Louis 
NFC Central 
Chicago 
Detroit 
Green Bay 
Minnesota 
Tampa Bay 


NFC West 
LA. Rams 
San Francisco 
New Orleans 
Atlanta 


AFC 
Cleveland 17, Buftalo 7 
Denver 30, San Diego 24 (OT) 
L.A. Raiders 13, Cincinnati 6 
Miami 34, Indianapolis 20 
New Engiand 20, Seattle 13 
Pittsburgh 30, Houston 7 
NFC 
Atlanta 30, LA. Rams 14 
Chicago 44, Dallas 0 
Detroit 41, Minnesota 21 
Green Bay 38, New Orleans 14 
Philadelphia 24, St, Louis 14 
Washington 23, N.Y, Giants 21 
interconference 

| N.Y. Jéts 62, Tampa Bay 28 
San Francisco 31, Kansas City 3 
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Kansas City 





yard interception return into its sixth consec- 
utive victory, 20-13 at Seattle. Steve Gro- 
gan hit the game-winning touchdown pass, 
13 yards to Irving Fryar with 2:39 left. 

The Seahawks were in easy field-goal 
range at the New England 7, but coach 
Chuck Knox said. “*We didn’t think a field 
goal would hold up."* So he called for a third- 
and-five pass over the middle. Patriots line- 
backer Larry McGrew tipped it at the line 
and Marion filched it at the 2. The play 
atoned for Tony Franklin’s first missed extra 
point in 71 tries and ended Seahawks quarter- 
back Dave Krieg’s streak of 28 games with a 
touchdown pass, the second-longest in NFL 
history. 

The Redskins and Eagles used tnck plays 
to tighten the NFC East race. Washington re- 
covered two onside kicks. The second set up 
rookie quarterback Jay Schroeder's 14-yard 
touchdown pass to Clint Didier, which decid- 
ed the Redskins’ 23-2] Monday night home 
victory over the New York Giants. The Red- 
skins overcame a 21-14 fourth-quarter defi- 
en. a compound fracture to quarterback Joe 
Theismann’s right leg. three lost fumbles, 
and Joe Morris's three touchdown runs. 

Philadelphia went into its 24-14 victory at 
St. Louis without a first-quarter touchdown 
this season. But one play after Wes Hopkins 
blocked a punt, running back Herman Hunt- 
er threw a 36-yard touchdown pass to Mike 
Quick, Earnest Jackson put the game away 
when his fourth-quarter touchdown accounted 
for 51 of his 162 yards. Quarterback Ron 
Jaworski was on the sideline during the 10-0 
fourth quarter, having staggered toward the 
wrong huddle after a sack. 

The Los Angeles Raiders beat Cincinnati 
13-6 on Mare Wilson's 7-yard touchdown 
pass (o Marcus Allen with 2:50 to play. 

Frank Pollard ran for 123 yards and 
Walter Abercrombie for 107 in the visiting 
Steclers’ 30-7 victory over Houston, the 
first time in nine years Pittsburgh has had 
two 100-yard backs in one game. 

After Lynn Dickey passed for 302 yards 
und two touchdowns, New Orleans coach 
Bum Phillips said, ‘He threw the ball as 
sharp as I've ever seen it thrown.”* Green 
Bay led 24-0 before safety Terry Hoage's 
52-yard interception return and a 7-yard 
touchdown pass thrown to new Saints quar- 
terback Bobby Hebert by Guido Merkens 
made the final score 38-14. 


» Gary Anderson got San Diego off and 
running with a 98-yard touchdown return 
on the opening kickoff, but Denver 
scored on a blocked field goal in over- 
time to beat the Chargers 30-24. 





Wie Milton 








WEEK ELEVEN 


The Bears’ Magic 
Number Is 44, Giants’ 
Defense Floors 
Theismann, and 
Cardinals Play Game 
of Stump the Eagles 





Richard Mac kscen 
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v Redskins quarlerback Joe Theismann lies in agony (below) aThe Bears removed any doubt as to the NFL’s dominant team 
after being hit by Giants linebackers Lawrence Taylor (56) and of 1985 when they pummeled the Cowboys 44-0 in Dallas. Chica- 


Gary Reasons (55). The diagnosis: acompound rightleg fracture. gocollected six sacks and heid the Cowboys to 52 rushing yards. 
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George Gojkovich 


«St, Louis running back Stump 
Mitchell, on his way to a 1,000- 
yard season, rushed for 179 
yards and two touchdowns 
against the Eagles. Mitchell 
finished with a combined total 
of 255 yards, but Philadelphia 
claimed a 24-14 victory. 





Herb Weitrnan 





v Free safety Fred Marion of the Patriots (below) had a pair of in- 
terceptions, including an 83-yarder that set up the winning touch- 
down, as New England beat the Seahawks in Seattle 20-13. 
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vNew Orleans quarterback Bobby Hebert (below) passed for 
186 yards and caught a touchdown pass in his first start, but he 
also was Sacked six times as Green Bay beat the Saints 38-14. 


Law Witt 





a Former Baylor running backs Frank Pollard (above) and 
Walter Abercrombie returned to Texas and rushed for 
more than 100 yards apiece to help the Steelers beat 
Houston 30-7. Pollard had 123 yards; Abercrombie 107. 


Tin Alcaondker 





x 
LL] 
LL] 


S 





Denver joined the growing list of teams 
caught off guard by an onside kick. With 
first place at stake, the host Los Angeles 
Raiders set up their first go-ahead touch- 
down when Chris Bahr recovered his own 
kickoff in the third quarter. They pulled out 
a 3]-28 victory when Bahr’s 32-yard field 
goal broke the game's fourth tie 2:42 into 
overtime, 

Bahr had missed from 40 yards on the last 
play of regulation. but the Raiders won the 
coin toss. The winning drive took six plays, 
including a sideline pass designed for 12 
yards that Dokie Williams turned upfield for 
42. 

Marcus Allen’s 173 yards rushing put him 
within 12 of Atlanta's league-leading Gerald 
Riggs, who had 1,248. He also stayed two 
games behind Walter Payton’s seventh con- 
secutive [00-yard game, which tied an NPL 





PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 





Bo Eason 


Marcus Allen 





Ron Brown 


Raiders Kick the Broncos 
With a Suprise Play, Then 
Kick Again to Win in Overtime 


record, Chicago's Payton trailed Riggs by 
63 yards in the tight individual rushing race. 

The Bears’ 36-0 home victory over Atlan- 
ta gave them the third-best start in NFL his- 
tory at 12-0, **They must have felt like it 
was Sherman's army marching through 
them,’’ Bears coach Mike Ditka said after 
Atlunta’s pass offense netted minus-22 
yards on 3 for 17 and five sacks. 

Gary Danielson threw just seven passes 
ufter missing SIX starts with a strained right 
shoulder, but one of them was a 72-vard 
touchdown to Clarence Weathers in Cleve- 
lund’s 24-6 victory over visiting Cincinnati. 
Danielson also started a rhubarb during the 
game. “I’ve felt for three weeks that this 
team needs to play more aggressively, so | 
was oul there trying to cause problems,” 
said Danielson, who had watched the Browns 
go 2-4 under rookie Bernie Kosar. 





George Martin 


AFC OFFENSE— Marcus Allen, running back, Los Angeles Raiders 
Allen ran 24 times for a career-high 173 yards, including 61 yards for the Raiders first touchdown in their 


31-28 overtime victory over visiting Denver 
AFC DEFENSE—Bo Eason, salety, Housfon Ollers 


Eason had two interceptions, one sack, and 10 tackles in the Oilers’ 37-35 home victory over San Diego. 
NFC OFFENSE—Ron Brown, wide receiver, Los Angeles Rams 


Brown tied an NFL record held by Timmy Brown and Travis Williams with two kickol! returns for touchdowns 
in the Rams’ 34-17 victory over visiting Green Bay, Brown went 98 yards on the opening kickoll, then 86 
yards a quarter later. The former Olympic gold-medal sprinter added a 39-yard touchdown among his five 
catches for 87 yards, 


NFC DEFENSE— George Martin, defensive end, New York Giants 
Martin had three of New York's eight sacks and two of its five turnovers in a 34-3 victory at St. Louis. Martin 
scored on a 56-yard interception return and set up a field goal with his fumble recovery on the St. Louis 14. 


STANDINGS 


AFC East 
NY. Jets 
Miami 

New England 
Indianapolis 
Butfalo 


AFC Central 
Cleveland 
Pitisburgh 
Cincinnati 
Houston 
AFC West 
Denver 

L.A, Raiders 
Seattle 

San Diego 
Kansas City 


| SCORES 


AFC 
Cleveland 24, Cincinnati 6 
Houston 37, San Diego 35 

| Kansas City 20, Indianapolis 7 
LA. Raiders 31, Denver 28 (OT) 
Miami 23, Butfalo 14 
N.Y. Jets 16, New England 13 (OT) 


NFC 

Chicago 36, Atlanta 0 

Dalias 34, Philadelphia 17 

L.A. Rams 34, Green Bay 17 
New Orleans 30, Minnesota 23 
N.Y. Giants 34, St. Louis 3 
Tampa Bay 19, Detroit 16 (OT) 


Interconference 
San Francisco 19, Seattia 6 
Washington 30, Pittsburgh 23 


NFC East 
Dallas 

N.Y. Giants 
Washington 
Philade!phia 
St. Louis 


NFC Central 
Chicago 
Detroit 

| Green Bay 
Minnesota 
Tampa Bay 


NFC West 
L.A. Rams 
San Francisco 
New Orleans 
Atlanta 
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Another notable rookie quarterback, 
Steve Young. became the first Tampa Bay 
quarterback ever to win his first NFL start. 
After passing for 38 yards in three quarters, 
he added 129 in the fourth quarter and over- 
time of the Buccaneers’ 19-16 home victory 
over Detroit. 

Tampa Bay tied it on James Wilder's 
touchdown run and Donald Igwebuike’s 
36-vard field goal in the last 3:38, then won 
it 12:39 into overtime on a 24-yard field 
goal. Young's 60 yards on 10 cares made 
him the team’s second-lcading rusher. **Hts 
ability to motivate was great,’ tackle Ron 
Heller said. ‘Steam was coming out of his 
ears." 

The Saints’ six-game losing streak ended 
with Earl Campbell's first [00-yard game in 
two years and his first touchdown in 22 
games. He had gained 303 yards in II 
games, totaling no more than 50 in any of 
them, before running for 160 in New Or- 
leans’s 30-23 victory at Minnesota, But the 
Saints needed Bobby Hebert’s 39-yard touch- 
down pass to John Tice with 50 seconds to 
play to pull out the victory. The Vikings had 
rallied from a 23-10 deficit to gain a tie with 
1:47 remaining. Two days later, New Or- 
leans coach Bum Phillips resigned and wis 
replaced by his son Wade. 

Houston blew a 17-0 lead and looked hope- 
less when Dan Fouts's touchdown pass put 
San Diego ahead by a point with 39 seconds 
left at the Astrodome, But the Oilers drove 
45 yards. Oliver Luck’s 25-yard pass to Tim 
Smith on fourth-and-15 gave a chance to 
Tony Zendejas. who had kicked 52- and 
47-yard ficld goals earlier. From 51 yards, 
Zendejas won the game with two seconds to 
play. 37-35, 

San Francisco overcame Joe Montana's 
three interceptions to beat Seattle 19-6 at 
home on Monday night. Dwight Clark broke 
the 49ers’ career receiving record with catch 
number 408. a 22-yard touchdown from 
Montana, Whose streak of 117 passes with- 
out an interception ended tn the first quarter. 
The 49ers had five sacks. held Dave Kreg 
to 1 1-for-30 passing, and shut out Seattle 
until Sam Merriman scored on his own 
blocked punt in the last two minutes, 

Three interceptions and Danny White's 
three touchdown passes led Dallas to a 34- 
|7 victory over visiting Philadelphia. Tony 


| Dorsett stayed one year behind Payton with 
his eighth | ,000-yard season. 


» Steve Young made an impressive NFL 


debut at quarterback for Tampa Bay. 


Young passed for 167 yards and ran for 
60 more to lead the Buccaneers past 
Detroit 19-16 in overtime. 
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WEEK TWELVE 


Receivers Catch the 
NFL Spotlight: Clark 
Sets a Record, 
Walker Has Speed to 
Burn, and Newsome 
Edges Closer to Oz 


» Wesley Walker flashed some of his re- 
nowned speed during the Jets’ 16-13 
overtime victory over the Patriots. Walk- 
er caught six passes for 168 yards, in- 
cluding an 88-yard touchdown, as New .- 
York took over the AFC East lead. 





vy Earl Campbell carried the ball a club-record 35 times for v Chargers quarterback Dan Fouts (with ball) didn't stay down for 
160 yards, his first 100-yard game since 1983, to power long. Fouts threw for 343 yards and two touchdowns, but Hous- 
New Orleans past Minnesota 30-23. ton scored with two seconds left for a 37-35 victory. 





Tim Afewander 


«Dwight Clark leaped to make a circus touchdown catch in 
the 49ers' 19-6 victory over Seattle. On the play, Clark 
became the all-time club leader with 409 career catches. 
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Michael Zayans 
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v Browns tight end Ozzie Newsome (489 career catches) passed 
Don Hutson (488) and moved into sixteenth place on the NFL's 
all-time receiving list as Cleveland beat Cincinnati 24-6. 
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a Dokie Williams made the big play in the Raiders’ 31-28 
overtime victory over Denver. Williams gained 42 yards 
on this short pass to set up the winning field goal. 


LD. Foliatosn 
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Wade Wilson and Wade Phillips made dra- 
matic entrances. The Chicago Bears’ perfect 
season faded away. And end zones bustled 
like airports all over the NFL, which had its 
fourth-highest scoring weekend with 7/0 
points and a dozen teams breaking 30. 

Phillips, a down-home dresser, gussied 
up with a cowboy-styled sport coat, then 
watched his Saints hang loose and muss up 
the Los Angeles Rams 29-3. It was his head 
coaching debut. Phillips, 38. succeeded his 
62-year-old father Bum by taking the reins 
off New Orleans’s defense, It blitzed, it gam- 
bled, and it sacked Rams quarterbacks nine 
lumes. “"It's not easy playing with your butt 
pasted to the ground,"” said Rams quarter- 
back Dieter Brock, who went down six 
times. 

“The emotion was almost ready to ex- 
plode."* Saints corerback Johnny Poe said. 
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Boomer Esiason Kar! Mecklenburg 






Danny White 


Revitalized Saints Make 
a Case for the Defense, 
Win One for Wade 


“It was like fe [Wade Phillips] wanted to 
#0 out there and play.” 

The Saints scored their last 20 points in 
less than six minutes of the fourth quarter. 
They set up 17 with Poe's interception and 
Juck Del Rio's two tumble recoveries, one 
for a 22-yard touchdown, 

San Francisco had four sacks, recovered 
three fumbles, and made two interceptions 
in beating Washington 35-8, the Redskins’ 
worst home defeat in 20 years, Washing- 
ton’s Jay Schroeder passed for 348 yards, 
but the 49ers" defense made it 14 consecu- 
live quarters without allowing a touchdown, 
San Francisco held the Redskins to two 
field goals on three first-half drives inside its 
20, Carl Monroe took the opening kickoff 
back 95 yards to score, and linebacker Kee- 
na Turner scored from 65 yards on a fumble 


recovery. 











Alphonso Carreker 


AFC OFFENSE— Boomer Esiason, quarterback, Cincinnati Bengals 

Esiason was 18 for 24 with no interceptions. three touchdowns, and 320 yards in the Bengals’ 45-27 victory 
over Houston at Cincinnati. The Bengals, who had scored only four field goals in their previous two games. 
started out in their two-minute offense and led 28-0 after 4:01 of the second quarter 


AFC DEFENSE—Kari Mecklenburg, iinebacker-end, Denver Broncos 

Mecklenburg had four sacks, six tackles, and two forced fumbles in the Broncos 31-23 victory at Pittsburgh 
NFC OFFENSE— Danny White, quarterback, Dallas Cowboys 

White passed for four touchdowns, including two to Tony Hill, in a 35-17 Thanksgiving victory over visiting St. 
Louis. Hill's first TD put the Cowboys ahead to stay 21-17 just 1:08 before halftime. They clinched a record 
twentieth-straight winning season, White completing 14 of 26 for 235 yards. 

NFC DEFENSE— Alphonso Carreker, defensive end, Green Bay Packers 

Carreker had four of the host Packers’ five sacks in their 21-0 victory over Tampa Bay. 


STANDINGS 


AFC East 
Miami 

New England 
NY. Jets 
indianapolis 
Butfalo 

AFC Central 
Cleveland 
Cincinnati 
Pittsburgh 
Houston 
AFC Wesl 
Denver 

L.A. Raiders 
Seattle 

San Diego 
Kansas City 


NFC East 
Dallas 

N.Y. Giants 
Washington 
Philadelphia 
St. Louis 


NFC Central 
Chicago 
Detroit 
Green Bay 
Minnesota 
Tampa Bay 


NFC Wes! 
LA. Rams 
San Francisco 
New Orleans 
Atlanta 
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SCORES 


AFC 

Cincinnat) 45, Houston 27 
Denver 31, Pittsburgh 23 

New England 38, Indianapolis 31 
San Diego 40, Buttalo 7 

Seattle 24, Kansas City 6 


NFC 

Dallas 35, St. Louis 17 
Groen Bay 21, Tampa se 0 
Minnesota 28, Philadelphia 23 
Now Orleans 29, LA. Rams 3 
San Francisco 35, Washington 8 


| Interconterence 
| Cleveland 35, N.Y. Giants 33 
Detroit’31, N.Y, Jets 20 
L.A, Raiders 34, Atlanta 24 
} Miarni 38, Chicago 24 
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Wade Wilson, who started for injured VI- 
kings quarterback Tommy Kramer, said he 
was “‘pretty depressed and angry at half- 
time.’ No wonder. His team trailed at Phila- 
delphia 20-0 and his coach yanked him for 
an untested rookie, Steve Bono. 

Wilson watched Bono go | for 10 and the 
Eagles make it 23-0) before coach Bud Grant 
sent him back In with 11:33 to play. In the 
last cight minutes, Wilson threw three touch- 
down passes and cornerback Willic Teal re- 
turned a fumble 65 yards. Anthony Carter's 
second touchdown catch of the quarter with 
1:11 left—42 yards on a fourth-and-five 
—tclimaxed Minnesota's stirring 28-23 
victory. 

“It was a nightmare,”” Eagles tight end 
John Spagnola said. **It was like everything 
was happening in slow motion... like falling 
down the stairs in a dream.”’ 

New York Giants snapper Brad Oates’s 
nightmare involved a ball bouncing to the 
holder. After his one-hop snap, Ene Schu- 
bert missed a 34-yurd field goal as time ran 


out in the Giants” 35-33 loss to Cleveland at 


the Meadowlands, 

The Browns, who had lost four games in 
the last two minutes, trailed 33-21 after Schu- 
bert's field goal with 11:43 to play. Gary 
Danielson quarterbacked the two touchdown 
drives that put Cleveland ahead with 1:52 
left. His sore shoulder had kept him out of 
the first half and made him leave the field 
before Earnest Byner’s go-ahead touchdown 
run. 

Miami protected its distinction as the only 
perfect NFL team ever by derailing the 
Beurs 38-24 on Monday night. Dan Marino 
passed for three touchdowns and converted 
four third-and-long plays for 130 yards, roll- 
ing out around Bears blitzers. William Jud- 
son's blocked punt at the 6-yard line set up 


~ Miami's 31-10 lead 1:17 before halftime. 


Walter Payton got his record-breaking 


eighth consecutive 100-yard game, but Mar- 


cus Allen stayed just two games behind. Al- 
len also passed Gerald Riggs for the league 
rushing lead with 156 yards on 28 carries. 
Allen's Los Angeles Raiders trailed 17-10 at 
Auanta before winning 34-24, 

With 1,392 rushing yards, Allen was 274 
ahead of the Kansas City Chiefs. Their rush- 


_ tng leader in a 24-6 loss at Seattle was quar- 


terback Todd Blackledge, who had 17 yards. 


He lost 31 on five sacks and threw three in- 
terceptions. 


» Dolphins cornerback William Judson, 
who also had an interception, blocked a 
punt by Chicago's Maury Buford to set 
up a touchdown. Miami handed the 
Bears their first loss 38-24. 





Bob Reais 








WEEK THIRTEEN 


Some Food for Thought: 
Lions Have Thanksgiving 
Day Feast, While Browns 
Unveil Something New— 
Their Big Mack Attack 
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vy Denver quarterback John Elway returned to Pittsburgh, the a Playing in a blizzard that produced four inches of snow 
site of his dismal 1983 NFL debut, and completed 24 of 42 during the game—to go with 12 inches that had fallen before 


passes for 238 yards to lead the Broncos to a 31-23 victory. the game— Green Bay buried visiting Tampa Bay 21-0. 
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a Jeff Stover (72) and the rest of the aggressive San Fran- 
cisco defense pressured Redskins quarterback Jay Schroe- 
der all day as the 49ers blitzed Washington 35-8. 
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Dave Stock 
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Paul Sonelli 


a Kevin Mack became the leading rookie rusher in Browns history when he picked 
up 66 yards during a 35-33 victory over the New York Giants. Mack increased 
his season total to 958 yards, topping Jim Brown's record of 942 set in 1957. 





Pac}. Groh 


v Rookie linebacker Jack Del Rio (50), in 
pursuit of Dieter Brock, helped the Saints 
sack Hams quarterbacks nine times on 
their way to a 29-3 victory. 
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v Tony Eason returned from a shoulder 
separation and passed for 293 yards as 
the Patriots won at Indianapolis 38-31. 


in 


«Leonard Thompson caught seven passes 
for 115 yards and three touchdowns as 
Detroit stayed unbeaten at home with a 
31-20 victory over the New York Jets. 
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The Los Angeles Rams crashed their own 
funeral in week 14. 

Everybody knew they were dead. Hadn't 
San Francisco picked up three games on 
them in the last six weeks? Now the Rams 
simply had to go through the formality of 
having their heads handed to them on a Mon- 
day night in San Francisco. 

The 49ers outgained Los Angeles 410 
yards to 264, Joe Montana threw three touch- 
down passes. ..and the Rams trailed 20-13 
with barely five minutes remaining to play, 
Sprinter Ron Brown's 86-yard kickoff re- 
turn to open the second half had been their 
only touchdown. 

Then Henry Ellard caught a pass off 
Dwight Hicks’s hands for a 39-yard touch- 
down to tie the score. Less than two minutes 
later, cornerback Gary Green intercepted 
Montana's pass, picked himself up, and 


PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 
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Dan Marino 


Tim Krumrie 


Jerry Rice 


On Their Way Down 
the Elevator, Rams Stop 
Off at the Penthouse 


scored from 41 yards. The Rams won 27-20 
to clinch a playoff berth, 

Dallas could have gained a playoff berth, 
too, but didn’t come close at Cincinnati. 
The Cowboys allowed 22 points in one 
quarter (first) and 570 yards in the game, 
both team records. They lost 50-24. 

Only 8:47 into the game, it was 22-0, a 
lead that swelled to 36-3 and 50-10. The Ben- 
gals’ Boomer Esiason passed for touch- 
downs of 45, 29, and 58 yards. 

San Diego outscored Cincinnati earlier, 
but almost didn’t outscore Pittsburgh, which 
happened to be its opponent. The Chargers’ 
54-44 victory matched the fourth-highest 
combined score in NFL history. 

After Dan Fouts’s three touchdown passes 
gave the Chargers a 34-17 lead in the second 
quarter, the Steelers went ahead 44-4] with 
6:37 left to play. Pittsburgh quarterback 





Lonnie Young 


AFC OFFENSE—Dan Marino, quarterback, Miam/ Dolphins 

Marino threw five touchdown passes in Miami's 34-24 victory at Green Bay, two of them alter the Packers 
had rallied from a 20-3 deficit to lead 24-20 with 8:32 to play, "| Kind of get up for these cold-weather games," 
said Marino, who completed 30 of 44 for 345 yards with one interception. 

AFC DEFENSE—Tim Krumrie, nose tackle, Cincinnati Bengals 

Krumria made 11 tackles and forced and recovered two fumbles in Cincinnati's 50-24 victory over Dallas. 

NFC OFFENSE—Jerry Rice, wide receiver, San Francisco 49ers 

Rice's 241 receiving yards were a San Francisco 49ers record and second-best among rookies in NFL his- 
tory to the 255 by Buffalo's Jerry Butler in 1979. The wide receiver had 10 catches and a 66-yard touchdown 


in the 49ers’ 27-20 loss to the Rams. 


NFC DEFENSE—Lonnie Young, safety, St, Louis Cardinals 


Young intercepted two passes, knocked three down, and made seven tackles in St. Louis's 28-16 victory | 


over New Orleans. 


STANDINGS 


AFC East 
Miami 

New England 
NY. Jets 


NFC East 
Dallas 

N.Y. Giants 
Washington 
Philadelphia 
SI. Louis 


NFC Central 
Chicago 

| Detroit 
Minnesota 
Green Bay 
Tampa Bay 


NFC West 
LA Rams 
San Francisco 
New Orleans 
Atlanta 


Indianapolis 
Buttalo 


AFC Central 
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Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Pittsburgh 
Houston 
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AFC West 
LA Raiders 
Denver 
Seattie 

San Diego 
Kansas City 
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| SCORES 


AFC 

L.A, Maiders 17, Denver 14 (OT) 
N.Y, Jote 27, Bullalo 7 

San Diego 54, Pittsburgh 44 
Seattio 31, Clovoland 13 


NFC 

L.A. Rams 27, San Francisco 20 
Minnesota 26, Tampa Bay 7 

51. Louls 28, New Orleans 16 
Washington 17, Phiadeiphia 12 
Interconference 

Chicago 17, Indianapolis 10 
Cincinnati 50, Dallas 24 

Kansas City 38, Allanta 10 
Miam) 34, Green Bay 24 

New England 23, Detroit 6 

N.Y. Giants 35, Houston 14 
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David Woodley matched Fouts with three 
SCOrING Passes, 

San Diego rookie Gary Anderson's two- 
yard run put the Chargers back in front with 
2:33 left. A missed extra point gave Pitts- 
burgh hope, but the Chargers’ Jeff Dale, a 
rookie safety, scored 24 seconds later on a 
47-yard interception return. 

Minnesota started seven rookies, a team 
record, then predictably played a game 
coach Bud Grant said belonged **in one of 
those funny films.”” There were five turn- 
overs in one cight-play stretch, but the Vik- 
ings had the last laugh, 26-7 over visiting 
Tampa Bay. 

St. Louis also tried something new to 
break a four-game losing streak. Owner Wil- 
liam Bidwill bought knee-length maroon 
socks to replace the red and white ones. 

“The socks made the difference,"" wide 
receiver Roy Green said of St. Louis's 
28-16 home victory over New Orleans. 
“They were so ugly, the offense said, “Let's 
score and get the hell off the field before any- 
one sees them.’ “* It didn’t hurt that Stump 
Mitchell's socks crossed the goal line three 
times. He ran 28 times for 158 yards. Three 
days later, the league office condemned the 
socks to oblivion. 

Gerald Riggs regained the NFL rushing 
lead with 197 yards for Audlanta, but Mike 
Pruitt’s 102-yard day helped Kansas City to 
a 38-10 victory over the Falcons in Kansas 
City, Pruitt’s performance ended a Chiefs 
streak of 54 games without a 100-yard 
rusher, Kansas City cornerback Albert 


| Lewts had three interceptions. 


Indianapolis had a 3-3 tie at Chicago until 
the last quarter and a half, when the Bears 
took the ball and went home 17-10 winners. 
They controlled it 18 minutes 40 seconds to 
the Colts’ 3:54 at the end. Walter Payton ex- 
tended his record to nine consecutive 100- 
yard rushing performances with I11. 

Buffalo’s good news was that John Kidd’s 
thirty-first and thirty-second punts inside the 
20 broke an NFL. record. The bad news was 
that one of them set up the longest pass play 
in the history of the New York Jets. Wesley 
Walker caught Ken O'Brien's play-action 


| pass near midfield and made it a 96-yard 


touchdown, putting the Jets ahead 14-0 en 


| route to their 27-7 victory. 


“It took the sails out of our winds.”’ said 
Bills coach Hank Bullough. who sometimes 


| puts his mouth in his foot. 


» Hams safety Vince Newsome steppedin 
front of San Francisco tight end Russ 
Francis {0 make an end-zone intercep- 
tion and stop a touchdown drive as Los 
Angeles upset the 49ers 27-20, 





Michael Zuparts 





WEEK FOURTEEN 


Cowboys Get Ambushed 

in Ohio, A Trio of Running Backs 
Have Record-Setting Days, 

and the Raiders 

Have to Work Overtime 
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vAunning back George Rogers celebrated his fwentyse -seventh 


birthday by rushing for 150 yards and a touchdown on a team- 
record 36 carries as the Redskins beat Philadelphia 17-12. 





mi Smith 


See tiers oti ie a a ae nen ae en 
a How does it feel to be 2-12 and about to /ose for the 
fourth consecutive week? Ask Buffalo quarterback Bruce 


Mathison, who was sacked during the Jets’ 27-7 victory. 
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James Griffin. It was that kind of day for the Cowboys, who trailed 22-0 after one 
quarter and 50-24 after four. Newsome carried three times for zero yards. 
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v Joe Morris joined Ron Johnson as 
the only Giants players to rush for 
1,000 yards in a season. Morris 
gained 129 yards as New York won 
in Houston 35-14. 





Lany Witt 


a Walter Payton struggled past Colts rookie Duane Bickett a/n overtime, Denver quarterback John Elway (7) fumbled after 
during the Bears’ tough 17-10 victory. Payton 111 yards being hit by two Raiders. Greg Townsend recovered, and Chris 


marked NFL-record ninth consecutive 100-yard game. Bahr kicked a field goal to give Los Angeles a 17-14 victory. 





WEEK 


Both Los Angeles teams clinched division 
titles. It was ho-ho for the Rams, who got 
the last laugh after winning all season to one- 
handed applause and back-handed compli- 
ments, But it was a ho-hum event for the 
Raiders, who have been there often. 

The 13-3 victory over Seattle marked the 
Raiders’ twelfth AFC West crown, ending 
just a one-year drought. They held Seattle to 
51 rushing yards, although Steve Largent 
moved into second place with a catch in his 
J22nd consecutive game, five short of 
Harold Carmichael’s record, The rivalry 
boiled over in the closing minutes when Raid- 
ers linebacker Rod Martin and Seahawks 
tackle Bryan Millard were ejected for fight- 
ing. The fracas continued on the way to the 
locker rooms. 

Marcus Allen ran 27 times for 109 yards. 
His cight-yard touchdown finished the scor- 


Los Angeles Wins 
the West as Rams, 
Raiders Clinch Titles 


ing with 6:09 to play, His eighth-consecu- 
tive 100-yard game put him within one of 
Walter Payton, whose record streak ended 
against the Jets on Saturday, 

When analysts weren't saying the Rams 
did it with mirrors, they were wondering 
where coach John Robinson stashed his 
black cauldron and cyes of newt. Sure the 
Rams won, but they didn’t look impressive 
while doing if. For a change, their 46-14 
victory over St. Louis was impressive. 

They led 36-7 at halftime, They held St, 
Louis to 80 yards in the first half, including 
the Cardinals’ 78-yard touchdown drive 
with the opening kickoff. They scored touch- 
downs on five of their first six possessions. 
They scored 16 points in the last 2:02 before 
halftime. sandwiching touchdowns around a 
safety. 

The Rams had big games from two plav- 





PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 








Bernie Kosar 


Glenn Blackwood 





AFC OFFENSE— Bernie Kosar, quarterback, Cleveland Browns 

The rookie had his firs! three-touchdown passing day and also ran for the other score in Cleveland's 28-21 vic- 
tory over visiting Houston, which had replaced Hugh Campbell with interim coach Jerry Glanville, 

AFC DEFENSE— Glenn Blackwood, safety, Miami Dolphins 

Blackwood made five tackles, knocked down four passes, and intercepted two, ending New England's last- 
ditch drive with his second, Fuad Reveiz's 47-yard fieid goal decided the Dolphins’ 30-27 victory, New Eng- 


land's eighteenth-consecutive loss in Miami, 


NFC OFFENSE— Art Monk, wide receiver, Washington Redskins 
Monk set two records with 13 catches for 230 yards. He scored a touchdown in the host Redskins 27-24 victory 
over Cincinnati, Jay Schroeder, enduring pain from a cracked rib, stayed at quarterback to pass for 273 yards. 


NFC DEFENSE —Jim Jeffcoat, defensive end, Dallas Cowboys 


Jeffcoat had two sacks and turned around the 


‘key game with the New York Giants with a 65-yard 


touchdown on an interception return, helping Dallas to a 28-21 victory, 


STANDINGS 


AFC East 
Miami 

New England 
NY, Jets 
Indianapolis 
Bulfalo 


AFC Central 


NFC East 
Dallas 
N.Y. Giants 
Washington 
Philadelphia 
St. Louis 
NFC Central 
Chicago 

| Detroit 

| Green Bay 
Minnesota 
Tampa Bay 
NFC West 
LA, Rams 
San Francisco 
New Orleans 
Atlanta 
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Cleveland 
Cincinnati 
Pittsburgh 
Houston 


ooo a 


AFC Wesi 
LA. Raiders 
Denver 

San Diego 
Seattle 
Kansas City 


oHoooo 


SCORES 


AFC 

Cleveland 28, Houston 21 
Denver 14, Kansas City 13 
LA. Raiders 13, Seattle 3 
Miami 30, New England 27 
Pittsburgh 30, Buffalo 24 
NFC 

Atlanta 14. Minnesota 13 
Dallas 28, NY. Giants 21 
Green Bay 26, Detrovt 23 
LA. Rams 46, St. Louis 14 
San Francisco 31, New Orleans 19 


Interconference 

Chicago 19, N.Y. Jets 6 
Indianapolis 31, Tampa Bay 23 
San Diego 20, Philadelphia 14 
Washington 27, Cincinnati 24 








ers who spent the season in the center of cri- 
tics’ dartboards. Dieter Brock passed for 
four touchdowns, including two for more 
than 40 yards. Eric Dickerson ran 20 times 
for 124 yards and two touchdowns. 

It was the Rams’ first NFC West cham- 
pionship since their seventh in a row In 
1979, Why so long? “All the other teams 
were beating us." 11-year guard Dennis 
Harrah said, 

Even with Payton held to 53 yards, the 
Bears controlled the ball 39:36, limited the 
Jets to 159 yards and 11 first downs, and 
won 19-6 at the Meadowlands, Kevin 
Butler's four field goals—two into wind 
gusting close to 30 miles per hour—gave 
him 12 in a row and put him within one 
point of Gale Sayers’s NFL rookie scoring 
record. 

Denver overcame John Elway's five inter- 
ceptions to beat Kansas City 14-13 in the 
other Saturday game. Albert Lewis's second 
Interception set up a 28-yard drive that ended 
with Todd Blackledge'’s seven-yard touch- 
down pass, which put the Chiefs ahead 13-7 
with 6:59 left, They seemed to wrap it up 
when Denver's Steve Sewell fumbled inside 
the 10 with 2:30 left, 

But the Broncos’ defense forced a punt 
and Elway’s 42-yard pass to Steve Watson 
put the ball on the Kansas City 17. Sammy 
Winder scored the winning touchdown from 
the I with 22 seconds left, 17 days after arth- 
roscopic knee surgery. 

Washington's comeback was equally 
dramatic. The Redskins had trailed Cincin- 
nati 24-7 early in the second quarter. The Ben- 
gals continued using a no-huddle offense, 
and Boomer Esiason passed for 357 yards 
and two touchdowns, but they didn't score 
after the first 17 minutes. George Rogers, 
who had fumbicd three times, ran 34 yards 
for the decisive touchdown with 7:25 to 
play, and the Redskins won 27-24. 

Buffalo took a 21-0 lead after Greg Bell's 
77-yard run and Donald Wilson's 61-yard 
fumble return. Third-string quarterback 
Scott Campbell! had to rally the Steelers after 
David Woodley hurt his shoulder on the first 
play and Mark Malone, playing for the first 
lime in seven weeks, look a blow to the head 
on the second possession. Campbell recov- 
ered his own 20-yard fumble on a fourth-and- 
five play during the drive that made it 
24-23. and his 45-yard pass to Louis Lipps 
opened the winning drive. 


» Raiders wide receiver Dokie Williams 
makes a 49-yard catch over Seattle's 
Terry Taylor. Los Angeles scored on the 
next play and clinched the AFC West 
championship with a 13-3 victory. 








WEEK FIFTEEN 
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NFL Weather Report: 
Bears Put a Freeze on Jets, 
Dolphins Splash Past 
Patriots, and the Sun 
Shines on the Rams 








v On a rainy night in Miami, the Dolphins harassed New England _ Otis Wilson (55) and the Bears’ defense were too much for Jets 
quarterback Tony Eason into three interceptions en route to a quarterback Ken O'Brien (7), who aiso faced sub-freezing tem- 
30-27 victory and a one-game lead in the AFC East race. peratures and 35-m.p.h. winds. Chicago won on the road 19-6. 
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a Eric Dickerson rushed for 124 yards and two touchdowns as 
the Rams clinched their first NFC West litle since 1979 with a 
46-14 victory over St. Louis. Los Angeles led 36-7 at halftime. 





Pete 1. Groh 
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a Rookie running back Steve Sewell (30) ran well for the 
Broncos, picking up 59 yards on 15 carries, but it took 
Sammy Winder's one-yard run with 22 seconds left to en- 
able Denver to squeak by stubborn Kansas City 14-13, 
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4 Buffalo had four sacks, including this one by Sean Mc- 
Nanie on Scott Campbell, and took a 21-0 lead in Pitts- 
burgh. But Campbell passed for 275 yards, and the 
Steelers scored with 47 seconds left to win 30-24. 


«Cleveland tight end Ozzie Newsome reached a personal 
milestone when he caught the five-hundreadth pass of his 
NFL career (left) during the Browns’ 28-21 victory over 
Houston. The catch was good for a two-yard touchdown. 


George Goykovich 


John Betanceuri 


WEEK 





The regular season finished with frustration 
in Denver and Washington, red-faced relief 
in Cleveland, and the performance of the 
year in Kansas City, of all places. 

The Chiefs-Chargers game meant nothing, 
At least, it wasn't part of the scramble for 
playoff berths from New England to San 
Francisco. But it meant enough for Stephone 
Paige to have him put a flak jacket over his 
painfully bruised ribs, then go out to break a 
40-year-old NFL record with 309 yards on 
eight receptions in a 38-34 victory, 

Paige had six of his eight catches for 258 
yards when he left the game late in the first 
half. He returned midway through the third 
quarter, but after he boasted his total to 297, 
he wasn't sure he could continue. "My ribs 
really hurt,”’ he said. 

Paige's 12-yard catch in the fourth quarter 
broke the record of 303 yards, set by the 


A New Paige Is 
Added to Record Book; 
Broncos, Redskins Stay Home 


Cleveland Rams’ Jim Benton in 1945—15 
years before Paige was born. 

The Broncos and the Redskins went out be- 
fore they were ready, all dressed for the 
playoffs with nowhere to go, Denver came 
through with a 27-24 victory at Seattle Fri- 
day night. Washington won 27-16 Saturday 
at St. Louis; Cardinals coach Jim Hanifan 
and his staff were fired after the game. But 
all the other wild-card contenders won, too, 
Denver became the first 11-5 team ever to 
miss the playoffs. The Redskins became the 
NFC’s—and Washington's—second 10-6 
team to miss. 

The Browns became the NFL's first divi- 
sion winner without a winning record. Cleve- 
land clinched the AFC Central Saturday 
when the New York Giants’ 28-10 victory 
gave Pittsburgh its first losing record since 
1971. Joe Morris of the Giants ran 36 times 





PLAYERS OF THE WEEK 






Stephone Paige Mark Gastineau 








George Rogers 











Dwight Hicks 


AFC OFFENSE —Stephone Paige, wide receiver, Kansas City Chiels 

Paige's 309 yards, on eight receptions, set an NFL record. He had touchdown catches of 56 and 84 yards and 
others for 51 and 39 in the Chiefs’ 38-34 victory over visiting San Diego. 

AFC DEFENSE— Mark Gastineau, defensive end, New York Jets 

Gastineau set up a field goal with a fumble recovery. One of his two forced tumbles set up the touchdown thal 
put the host Jets ahead 17-10 in their 37-10 victory over Cleveland. 

NFC OFFENSE—George Rogers, running back, Washington Redskins 

Rogers ran 34 times for 206 yards, a team record, inthe Redskins 27-16 victory al St. Louis. 

NFC DEFENSE— Dwight Hicks, cornerback, San Francisco 49ers 

Hicks had five tackles, one assist, and the third-quarter interception that turned around the 49ers’ playott- 
clinching 31-16 victory over Dallas. His 15-yard return to the Cowboys 44 ignited Ine crive that gave host 


San Francisco its first lead, 17-16 


STANDINGS 
AFC East W cL T+ NEC East 
Miami 12 4 0 Dallas 

| ALY, Jets 11 > 0 | N.Y. Giants 
New England 1 5S 0 | Washington 
Indianapolis a 41 0 | Philadelphia 
Butlalo 2 4 oO | St Louis 
AFC Central NFC Central 
Cleveland 8 8 O | Chicago 
Cincinnati 7 %®8 O | Green Bay 
Pittsburgh 7 9 O]| Minnesota 
Houston 5 11 0 | Detroit 
AFC West Tampa Bay 
L.A. Raiders 1 4 0 | NFC West 
Denver T1 5 0 | LA. Rams 
Seattle 8 8 #£4O | San Francisco 
San Diego 8 8 QO | New Orleans 
Kansas City 6 10 O| Atlanta 


126 





SCORES 
Ww cL Ti AFe 
10 6 0 | Denver 27, Seattie 24 
10 6 0 Indianapolis 34, Houston 16 
10 6 O| Kansas City 38, San Diego 34 
r 9 O | Miami 28, Bullalod 
5 11 4O | New England 34, Cincinnat 23 
N.Y, Jets 37, Cleveland 10 
15 1 0 | WFC : 
| 8 0 Alanta 16, New Orleans 10 
7 & Of] Chicago 37, Detroi 17 
7 § O| Green Bay 20, Tampa Bay 17 
2 1 0 Philadeiphia 37, Minnesota 35 
San Francisco 31, Dallas 16 
1 5 9 | Washinglon 27, St.Louis 16 
10 5 0 | Interconferonce 
5 0 | LA. Raiders 16,L.A ARams6 
4 12 © | N.Y, Giants 26, Pittsburgh 10 


for 202 yards, ineluding a 65-yard touch- 
down with one shoe. He lost the shoe step- 
ping out of the grasp of a would-be tackler, 
For the season, Moris led the league with 
21 touchdowns und set a team record with 
1,336 rushing yards. 

The next day, Cleveland lost 37-10 to the 
New York Jets at the Meadowlands. Bnan 
Brennan's 37-yard punt return put the 
Browns ahead 7-3, but the Jets never trailed 
after a strange 39-vard touchdown pass on 
the next series, Ken O'Brien overthrew Kurt 
Sohn and hit safety Don Rogers in the chest, 
but Sohn popped Rogers and knocked the 
ball in the air, caught it. and scored. 

Cleveland's Earnest Byner and Kevin 
Mack became the third pair of 1.000-yard 
rushers on one team in NFL history, joining 
Pittsburgh's Franco Harris and Rocky Bleier 
(1976) and Miami's Larry Csonka and Mer- 
curv Moms (1972). Byner made it to 1,002 
on the last play of the game. 

Other record-setters on losing (cams were 
Dallas’s Everson Walls. who led the league 
in interceptions a third time; San Diego 
guard Ed White. whose 241st consecutive 
game Was the most ever for an NFL offen- 
sive lineman; and San Diego's Lionel (Little 
Train) James, with 2,535 all-purpose yards, 

New England earned a wild-card berth 


| against the Jets by beating Cincinnati 34-23. 


Miami's seventh consecutive victory, 
28-0 over Buffalo, clinched its third AFC 
East crown in a row. Dan Marino’s two 
touchdown passes gave him two 30-touch- 
down seasons ina row. 

A blend of running and defense helped the 
Los Angeles Raiders beat the Los Angeles 
Rams 16-6 to clinch the home-field advan- 
tage for the Raiders through the AFC 
playoffs, 

Marcus Allen's 123 rushing yards vied 
Walter Payton’s record of nine consecutive 
lO0-vard games, and helped Allen become 
the first Raider ever to lead the league in 
rushing. Allen's 1,759 yards beat Atlanta's 
Gerald Riggs by 40; his combined 2,314 
yards from serimmage broke Eric Dicker- 
son's year-old record by 70, 

Pavton added another record to his collec- 
tion with 2,000 combined yards for the third 
consecutive year in Chicago’s 37-17 victory 
at Detroit. 

Philadelphia dedicated its 37-35 victory at 
Minnesota to Manon Campbell, who was 
fired as coach earlier in the week, 


_ » Stephone Paige's 12-yard catch in the 


fourth quarter of Kansas City's 38-34 vic- 
tory over San Diego broke the NFL's sin- 
gle-game receiving-yardage record. 
Paige gained 309 yards on 8 catches. 


Shenk Wie 
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WEEK SIXTEEN 


Final Playoff Bids Handed 
Out, Allen Takes 
Dickerson’s Crown, 

and a Flurry of Rushing 
Records Fall 
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Jin Chalten 


Hob Me 


a Linebacker Jackie Shipp announced to a Running back Roger Craig of the 49ers became the first player in NFL history to 
the world that Miami had won the AFC gain more than 1,000 yards both rushing (1,050) and receiving (1,016) as San 


East litle, beating Buffalo 28-0. Francisco clinched a playoff spot with a 31-16 victory over Dallas. 





> /twas arecora-setting day for 
Joe Morris, who rushed for 
202 yards as the Giants de- 
feated Pittsburgh 28-10 to 
qualify for the playoffs, Morris 
sel single-season team marks 
for rushing yardage (1,336) 
and rushing touchdowns (21). 
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a The NFL's newest rushing champion, Marcus Allen (right), 


Cireg Cava 


v The New York Jets, needing a victory to make the 
playoffs, held Kevin Mack (34) to 30 yards rushing and greets the 1983-84 champion, Eric Dickerson, after Allen's Raid- 
the Browns to 242 total as they beat Cleveland 37-10. ers beat the Rams 16-6. Allen gained 123 yards, Dickerson 98. 


Hers Weiiman 


a George Rogers set a Redskins single-game rushing record when 
he gained 206 yards to power visiting Washington past St. Louis 
27-16. However, the Redskins (10-6) fell short of the playoffs. 












In the National Football League, clubs always search for a competitive edge. 
in their choice of plays. And in their choice of players. ‘In choosing a league-wide 
computer system, says John Schoemer, NFL Treasurer and CFO, **we looked 
for a vendor who could provide the instantaneous, controlled and secure com- 
munications we needed. A communications network that helps keep clubs com- 
peutive by making information available to each one simultaneously. Digital came 
Oulton top. 

At NFL headquarters, Digital computers store such up-to-the-minute data as 


= am Be ‘A communications 


4". network to give all 28 








» i@. NEL clubs instantaneous 
4: information on more than 


Bie eMat 93 
MEHIN: | ) : 
“sanit two thousand players’ 
today's complex player contracts, their complete performance stats and their 
availability. C lubs can access it all via their own Digital computers. “Digital Field 
Service teams, notes Mr. Schoemer, “are already linking clubs onto the network.’ 
According to Mr. Schoemer, Digital’s style of computing excelled in the three 
areas most crucial to the NFL. “For communications, an open-ended growth path 
and an abundance of available software, there was one clear winner — Digital.” 
TO get your competitive advantage now, write to: re m 
Digital Equipment Corporation, 200 Baker Avenue, West dlilal i t all 
Concord, MA 01742. Or call your local sales office. | 





HH Quien Coron han LOM, Dieltal aide Digital loge are trademarks of Digital Equipment Corponicn 
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CEL EBRI TY EUROSPORT. 





Imagine your favorite stretch of road and a car equipped to handle it. Feel the surge of an avail- 
able bisih Kies V6, the grip of available seit ik GTs, crisp cornering, sil ~cclecaia struts and 





thick stabilizers as the standard sport suspension pins you to the road. Inside: available features 
like bia cloth bucket seats, a console sporting automatic overdrive, the soft pulse of a tach. 






Let's get it together. ..buckle up. Ez a 


Everything but an exotic nameplate and an exclusive price tag. $11,950.* Celebrity Eurosport. 
Don’t settle for your typical family sedan. Move into more, For less than you'd expect. 
"Manufacturer's Suggested Retail Price inchading dealer prep. Tax, license, destination charges and other optional equipment additional, 
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NEW ENGLAND 26, N.Y. JETS 14 

N.Y. GIANTS 17, SAN FRANCISCO 3 
Raymond Berry felt no pain, but Joe Mon- 
tana felt enough for both of them. That's al- 
wavs the difference between winning and 
losing. It was especially true after the NFL's 
Wild Card Games, mild surprises inspired 
by some wild defensive performances. 

Berry coached New England in its 26-14 
victory over the New York Jets Saturday in 
Giants Stadium. The next day, in the same 
stadium, Montana quarterbacked San Fran- 
cisco’s 17-3 loss to the New York Giants, 

Once again, the latest NFL dynasty had 
the staying power of women’s fashions, The 
49ers, an 18-1 team a year ago, became the 
sixth-consecutive Super Bow! champion not 
to repeat. 

“You can’t always be 18-1... .and if you 
were, it wouldn't be a challenge,"” said Mon- 
tana, whose pulled rib-cage muscles re- 
quired much attention in the 48 hours before 
game time, 

“You could tell Montana was hurting by 
the way he would get up off the ground,” 
said Giants defensive end Casey Merrill. 
“Part by part.” 

But Montana kept wincing...and pass- 
ing. The courageous quarterback completed 
26 of 47 passes for 296 yards. But if he 
hadn't been hurting before the game, he 
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Rookie defensive end Garin Veris (60) led the Patriots’ de- 
fensive charge with three sacks and an interception. 


Defense Rests Its Case: 
Meadowlands Fans Feel Upset, 
Then Cheer One 


would have been after a stampede of Giants 
sacked him four times. ‘‘I’m not sure we 
could've beaten them if Joe had been 100 
percent, ”’ said wide receiver Dwight Clark. 

The 49ers’ deepest drive was to the 
Giants’ 13 in the last three minutes. From 
there, they had an apparent touchdown pass 
nullified by a penalty. ‘That's the best I've 
ever seen our defense play,’ said New York 
quarterback Phil Simms. 

The Giants’ defensive effort was aided by 
1) dropped passes, including five by Roger 
Craig, who said he was distracted more by 
the knee he hyperextended two weeks ear- 
lier than by hearing footsteps, Whatever, he 
didn’t make many footsteps himself. After 
gaining 1.000 yards both rushing and receiv- 
ing in the regular season, Craig got only 23 
rushing and [8 receiving. 

The back who carried the day was 5-foot 
7-inch Joe Morris, who ran 28 times for 141 
yards against a defense that hadn't allowed a 
[00-yard rusher in nine games, 

Morris's longest run, early in the second 
half, went 30 yards in the drive that put San 
Francisco out of striking distance. Tight end 
Don Hasselbeck made it 17-3 when he 
caught Simms’s three-yard pass. 

The last time New England won a playoff 
game was 1963, but this ts a different 
Patriots team. 


Tim Timer 








After rookie tight end Mark Bavaro caught an 18-yard touch- 
down pass, the Giants had a commanding 10-0 lead. 


The difference against the Jets was four 
turhovers tor New England, and none 
against, The game slipped away from the 
Jets midway through the third quarter when 
Tony Franklin kicked his third of four field 
goals, and Johnny Rembert stripped the ball 
from Johnny Hector on the ensuing kickoff. 
Rembert picked it up and ran I5 yards to 
make the score 23-7. 

After an especially hard hit by linebacker 
Andre Tippett late in the first half, quarter- 
back Ken O'Brien had to turn the game over 
to seldom-used Pat Ryan early in the second. 


New England..... 3 10 10 
N.Y. Jets, ......4. 0 7 7 
NE —FG Franklin 33 

NY —Hector 11 pass from O'Brien (Leahy kick) 

NE —FG Franklin 41 

NE — Morgan 36 pass from Eason (Franklin kick) 

NE —FG Franklin 20 

NE —Rembert 15 fumble recovery return (Franklin kick) 
N'Y — Shuler 12 pass from Ryan (Leahy kick) 

NE —FG Franklin 26 

Attendance— 70,958 


3 — 26 
0— 14 


San Francisco... .0 3 0 

N.Y. Giants....... 3 7 7 

NY —FG Schubert 47 

NY —Bavaro 18 pass from Simms (Schubert kick) 

SF —FG Wersching 21 

NY —Hasselbeck 3 pass from Simms (Schuben 
kick) 

Attendance — 75,842 
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Why get stuck with a TV from the past, 
when you can look into the future? 






Panasonic presents High-Resolution TV with stereo sound. — 


You've never seen anything like it...yet. The 
al-i'l clal-bielaliem alle jacist-cie)(Ohdie)ei Melle] mmm" areliy—.) 
NTolU Mn dali ol-cam ol(acelc-Mecive)l0}alelam-l'7-|1f-]e)(-mcoler-\"2 
In fact, it can handle up to 480 lines of super- 


this Panasonic stereo television, you'll be ready. 

Panasonic is ready in many other ways. 
With 139-channel capability. Cable compat- 
leyithg\Am OLOr-1Mm:(Cls Mu lal ol0icom-lole Mr: iu B)-1¢- 9 Cle-le(-is o) (es 


sharp resolution. That’s more resolution than 
ele Malte emma cele l-\\2 

Uial-meae)aeic-Me) mu c-l(-\7tylolaMtw-livelielde-lelle)t— 
stereo sound from TV broadcasts. This year 
alone, over 200 stations are expected to be 
broadcasting selected programs in stereo. With 


aUic-Wadelel-Muielamielel-ldolaolsslelbnc-1ae-lelemn ci (-3d-) a8 
ele] elaliswpatelen-Melallil-eie-enle)(omdgr-imeelatece) Maal 
TV and many of our VCRs. 

The Panasonic High-Resolution Color TV 
with stereo sound. The television for today. And 
TOMOSOW. 1V picture simulated. Model CTG-2077R | 
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MIAMI 24, CLEVELAND 21 

NEW ENGLAND 27, L.A. RAIDERS 20 
L.A. RAMS 20, DALLAS 0 

CHICAGO 21, N.Y. GIANTS 0 

New England doesn’t practice the play, but 
It sure works. They start by kicking off and 
finish by scoring a touchdown. After all 
these years, someone finally has figured out 
how to kick a touchdown. 

The Patriots did it for the second week in 
a row when they beat the Los Angeles Raid- 
ers 27-20 in the divisional playoff round, In 
I4 seconds late in the third quarter, Tony 
Franklin tied the score at 20 with his second 
ficld goal. kicked off, then watched team- 
mate Jim Bowman recover a fumble by the 
Raiders’ Sam Seale in the end zone. The 
Raiders had three more attempts at the tying 
touchdown, but couldn't get past the New 
England 41, 

Miami coach Don Shula couldn't help 
smiling in a TV studio as the clock in the 
Los Angeles Coliseum wound down, An 
NBC camera caught him, And why not? His 
Dolphins were going to play the AFC Cham- 
pionship Game at home against the Patriots, 
who hadn't pulled anything out of their 
sleeves in 18 consecutive defeats at Miami. 

New England’s victory was the only up- 
set, although Miami had at least a scare be- 
fore beating Cleveland 24-21 on Shula’s 
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There’s Nearly a Brownout in Miami; 
Cowboys, Raiders Grounded; Giants 
Can’t Put a Dent in Bears’ Defense 


hittv-sixth birthday. The Dolphins trailed 
21-3 and needed three touchdowns in the 
last 20 minutes to win, And against Cleve- 
land, the only .500 team ever to make the 
playoffs, the team most experts gave less 
chance than the Afghan army. No camera 
caught Shula grinning alter the game. 

The only surprise in the NFC was that 
neither loser scored 4 point. It was the per- 
fect demonstration that NFL defense 1s com- 
ing back into style, 

The only difference was that an offensive 
player stole the thunder in the Los Angeles 
Rams’ 20-0 victory over the Dallas Cow- 
boys, Enric Dickerson’s 248 yards on 34 car- 
ries vaporized Keith Lincoln's 22-year-old 
plavoff record by 42 yards. But there was no 
hair-splitting over which unit dominated the 
Chicago Bears’ 21-0 victory over the New 
York Giants the next day. The Giants had 
only three first downs and 67 yards going 
into the last 12 minutes. 

The Raiders’ defense had been the AFC’s 
answer to the Bears’, No runner had gone 
100 yards against it. New England’s Craig 
James became the first with 104 of the 
Patriots’ 156. The wild-card team from the 
AFC East controlled the ball for 36:59, 
helped by three interceptions and three fum- 
ble recoveries. 

The Patriots warmed up for their kick-a- 
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touchdown play in the first quarter when 
Bowman recovered Fulton Walker's fum- 
bled punt at the Raiders’ 21. The Patriots led 
7-0 two plays later. They also set up their 
first field goal with an interception. 

The Raiders made use of the ball when 
they had it. Marcus Allen ran 22 times for 
121 vards and gave the Raiders a 17-7 lead 
with an | l-yard run in the second period, 

That was when the Patriots served notice 
they were going to stick around until the 
end, They took the ball from their 20 to the 
Raiders’ 2, where quarterback Tony Eason 
called time out on third-and-goal to make 
sure coach Raymond Berry really wanted a 
running play from the Shotgun formation. 
When Eason first called it, the huddle vir- 
tually shouted him down, At the sideline, 
Berry said. **] convinced Tony tt was my 
call."* Eason went back to the huddle and re- 
ported, “‘This play is going to score."’ It 
did, James skirted left end around guard 
John Hannah's block, 

On the game's pivotal play, Seale bob- 
bled the kickoff and picked it up before 
Most Tatupu knocked the ball back toward 
the goal line from the Raiders’ 12. **To have 
the game-winning touchdown ts an unbe- 
lievable feeling,’’ said Bowman, a rookie 
safety, 

The fight in Cleveland showed up in the 
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Cleveland's Earnest Byner stunned the Dolphins by rushing 
for 161 yards and two touchdowns, but Miami rallied to win. 


Rams running back Eric Dickerson showed his heels to the 
Cowboys all day, rushing for a playoff-record 248 yards. 
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rushing statistics: 251 yards, including 161 It was 3-0 at halftime, but 13-0 before =r | 
= : * ' : —_,  GCleveland........ 7 7 7 0 — 21 
by Earnest Byner. His two touchdowns the Cowboys ran another play. Dickerson’s ian 4 0 14 7. 94 


included a 66-yard broken-tackle, broken- 
field romp, which made it 21-3 less than 
four minutes into the second half. 

The Browns’ sagging defense held Mia- 
mi's Marks Brothers— Duper and Clayton— 
to one short pass reception, And that didn’t 
come until the third quarter. By then, quar- 
terback Dan Marino had come to grips with 
the reality that he wasn’t going to win the 
game throwing downfield, 

So halfback Tony Nathan had 10 catches 
for 101 yards, One short toss gained 39 
yards during the Dolphins’ winning drive, 
which ended with 1:57 left. Miami's rookie 
scoring machine. Ron Davenport, made the 
last two touchdowns on runs of 31 and | 
yards, 

The Rams had morticians ringing their 
doorbells the last two months. They didn’t 
have the flair and pizzazz the experts like to 
see In a winning team, Just the victories. 
Even Dickerson’s great game stoked the fire 
in the Rams’ hot critics. He produced 78 per- 
cent of the Rams’ offense and ran for their 
touchdowns from 55 and 40 yards. 

But don't forget the Rams’ defense, Los 
Angeles won the NFC West with Dickerson 
cracking triple figures only five times. The 
Rams sacked Dallas quarterback Danny 
White five times, three by Gary Jeter. They 
intercepted three passes, They recovered 
three fumbles. They dealt the Cowboys their 
first shutout in 37 playoff games. 
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It was an unbearable day for the Giants’ Phil Simms, who 
was Sacked six times by Richard Dent (95) and friends. 
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55-yard touchdown was a one-play drive, 
and then the Rams turned to New England's 
playbook on the kickoff, They didn't have it 
quite down, though. Vince Newsome didn’t 
score after he recovered Kenny Duckett’s 
fumble at the Cowboys’ 18. The Rams set- 
tled fora field goal. 

The Giants’ running star, Joe Morris, 
gained just 32 yards, one week after tram- 
pling San Francisco for 141, Chicago made 
him the tramplee. **One time I looked down 
and | thought it was a poster of him,”* said 
linebacker Otis Wilson. The Bears had shut 
the door on the run and opened the gates to 
the passer even before William Perry's 
tackle late in the first half left Morris count- 
ing 10 fingers per hand. 

Richard Dent led the charge. The NFC 
Pro Bowl defensive end had 3’ sacks. He 
stopped three runs behind the line of scrim- 
mage. He forced a fumble and knocked 
down a pass. 

Nine of the Giants’ first 11 possessions 
were three downs and punt. Four of them 
started in the third quarter, which began 7-0 
with the Giants” backs to a 17-mile-per-hour 
wind and ended 21-0 with their backs to the 
wall, New York's 11] plays in that quarter 
netted minus-11 yards, including two of the 
Bears’ six sacks. 

Jim McMahon, who wore baseball batting 
gloves, threw for two touchdowns to Dennis 
McKinnon against the wind. 
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Mia—FG Reveiz 51 


Cle —Newsome 16 pass from Kosar (Bahr kick) 
Cle —Byner 21 run (Bahr kick) 
Cle — Byner 66 run (Bahr kick) 
Mia—N. Moore 6 pass from Marino (Reveiz kick) 


Mia —Davenport 31 run (Reveiz kick) 


Mia — Davenport 1 run (Reveiz kick) 
Attendance— 75,128 


New England. .... 
L.A. Raiders...... 


a 


17 


10 
0 


0o— 27 
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NE —Dawson 13 pass from Eason (Franklin kick) 
Raid —FG Bahr 29 
Raid — Hester 16 pass from Wilson (Bahr kick) 
Raid —Allen 11 run (Bahr kick) 
NE —C. James 2 run (Franklin kick) 


NE —FG Franklin 45 


Raid —FG Bahr 32 


NE —FG Franklin 32 


NE —Bowman recovered fumble in end zone on 
kickoff (Franklin kick) 
Attendance — 88,936 


Rams — Dickerson 55 run (Lansford kick) 
Rams —FG Lansford 34 
Rams —Dickerson 40 run (Lansford kick) 


Attendance—66,351 


Chicago ......... 


Chi —Gayle 5 punt return (Butler kick) 

Chi —McKinnon 23 pass from McMahon (Butler 
kick) 

Chi —McKinnon 20 pass trom McMahon (Butler 
kick) 

Attendance — 66,030 


New England recovered three Raiders fumbles and inter- 
cepted three passes, one by free safety Fred Marion (31). 
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were right there to help out. 

At Avis, we get you through airports 
ina hurry. By combining our 
newest technology with 
our famous ‘We try 
harder’ spirit. So get 
the best of us. 
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NEW ENGLAND 31, MIAMI 14 
CHICAGO 24, L.A. RAMS 0 

Raymond Berry surveyed the jubilation in 
the New England Patriots’ locker room, 
smiled, then spoke in typically measured 
tones, 

“It's hard to believe this ts all happen- 
ing. he said, moments after his over- 
achievers had leveled yet another monolith 
on foreign turf, this time the Miami Dol- 
phins, 31-14. In the process, the Patriots 
were able to dismantle an 1$-year hex. 

Not so in Chicago, however, where form 
prevailed neht down to the visitors’ pornt to- 
tal: zero, as in Bears 24. Rams 0. 

For the second consecutive week, the 
Bears and their take-no-prisoners defense 
were faced with an opponent whose offen- 
sive centerpiece was a superb running back, 
This time it was Eric Dickerson. who one 
week earlier had jolted the Dallas Cowboys 
for a playotf-record 248 yards. 

Though the game began with the thermom- 
eter at 39 degrees and ended amid snow flur- 
ries, the weather hurt the Rams far less than 
did the Bears” defense. 

As a team, the Rams could manage just 
130 yards in total offense. Dickerson fin- 
ished with 46 yards on [7 carries, 

But things were even worse when the 
Rams went to the air, Quarterback Dicter 


Rams Find the Bears To Be Nothing 
but Bad News; New England’s Road 
Warriors Break Out of Miami's Vise 
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Jim MeMahon (9) hit Willie Gault with a 22-yard touchdown pass to give the Bears a 
17-0 lead in the third quarter. Chicago scored its second straight playoffs shutout 24-0. 
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When Tony Collins caught a 4-yard scoring pass over Craig James (32) led New England's forward march with 105 yards on 
Miami's Bud Brown, the Patriots were ahead fo Stay. 22 carries. As a team, the Patriots rushed for 255 yards to Miami s 68. 
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WEEK NINETEEN 


Brock, under extreme pressure, was 10 of 
31 for 66 yards, and had an interception. 

The Bears’ quarterback. big-play specia- 
list Jim McMahon, was outstanding. On Chi- 
cago’s first possession. he completed a five- 
play. 56-yard drive by scrambling 16 yards 
for a touchdown, 

With Chicago ahead 10-0 midway through 
the third quarter, McMahon, faced with 
fourth-and-six from the Los Angeles 35- 
yard line. sprinted right and passed to Wal- 
ter Payton for 13 yards and u first down, 
Two plays later, he rolled left, spotted Wil- 
lie Gault on a post-comer pattern, and hit 
him in the end zone for a 22-yard score. 

“Guts, he's got guts."" Bears coach Mike 
Ditka said of MeMahon. 

At the Orange Bowl, the Patriots featured 
their favorite weapon in an unlikely march 
to the Super Bowl: turnovers. 

They recovered four Miami tumbles and 
intercepted two passes from Dan Marino to 
give them 16 takeaways in three plavoff vic- 
tories, all on the road, 

Perhaps even more significantly, especial- 
ly for the franchise's psyche, was simply 
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winning a game—any game—in Miam.. 
The last time that happened was 1966. 

New England took advantage of the turn- 
overs in just the way the Dolphins feared 
they would: on the ground, After Cleveland 
had burned Miami for 251 yards a week ear- 
lier, the Patnots figured they could do the 
same with Craig James. Tony Collins. Rob- 
ert Weathers, and Mosi Tatupu. The Patriots 
punished Miami for 255 yards, with James 
accounting for 105, 

Tony Eason passed just enough to Keep 


the Dolphins off balance, completing 10 of 


12 for 71 yards and three touchdowns, 

But the Patriots are nothing if not oppor- 
tunistic, and they proved it immediately in 
rainy Florida. First. Tony Nathan's fumble 
on Miami's first play of the game led to a 
23-yard field goal by New England's Tony 
Franklin. 

In the second period, trailing 10-7, the 
Dolphins began to unravel when Marino's 
fumble led to tight end Derrick Ramsey's 
touchdown catch and a 17-7 Patriots lead. 

Miami rookie Lorenzo Hampton fumbled 
the second-half kickoff at his own 25. The 


Dolphins were in serious trouble when 
Weathers caught @ scoring pass a few plays 
later to push New England's lead to 24-7. 
Finally. a fourth-quarter bobble by Dol- 
phins running back Joe Carter was recovered 
by the Patriots’ 37-year-old defensive end, 
Julius Adams. That recovery soon was fol- 
lowed by Tatupu’s |-vard run as the Patnots 
took a 31-14 lead with 7:34 to play 


L.A. Rams 0 0 0 o— O 

Chicago... 10 0 ‘i 7 == 24 

Chi —MeMahon 16 run (Butler kick) 

Chi —FG Butler 32 

Chi —Gault 22 pass from McMahon (Butler kick) 

Chi —Marshall 52 fumble recovery return (Butler 
kick) 

Attendance —66,030 


New England... .3 14 r 
Miami... waa 7 0 
NE —FG Franklin 23 

Mia —D, Johnson 10 pass from Marino (Reveiz kick) 
NE —Collins 4 pass from Eason (Franklin kick) 

NE —D. Ramsey 1 pass from Eason (Franklin kick) 
NE —Weathers 2 pass from Eason (Franklin kick) 
Mia-—Nathan 10 pass from Marino (Reveiz kick) 

NE —Tatupu 1 run (Franklin kick) 

Attendance— 74,978 
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The swarming Bears defense pummeled Rams quarterback Dieter Brock (on ground) all da y, restricting him to 66 yards passing. 
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Herb Weilman 


ike Singletary. the middle line- 

backer, said he had a feeling about 

this game as soon as he looked 
across the line of scrimmage and studied 
New England’s young quarterback, Tony Ea- 
son, 

“When [| looked into his eyes,"’ Single- 
tary said, ““l saw the same thing I saw when 
we played ‘em early in the season: ‘Hey, it’s 
gonna be a long day.” *’ 

For Patriots running back and special 
teams captain Mosi Tatupu, the result still 
hadn't sunk in, long after the game was 
over, 

“It was like a nightmare out there,’* he 
said. **Mentally, we thought we were still in 
it, but it just got out of hand.”’ 

Said guard Ron Wooten, a teammate of 
Tatupu’s: **You have to hand it to them. 
They talked about it and then they went out 
and did it."* 

What the Chicago Bears **went out and 
did” was engage in a 60-minute search-and- 
destroy mission, the likes of which hadn't 
been seen in 19 previous Super Bowls. 
Their smashing 46-10 victory over the New 
England Patriots in the Louisiana Super- 
dome was the most lopsided winning margin 
in Super Bowl history, surpassing the Los 
Angeles Raiders’ 29-point victory (38-9) 
over Washington in Super Bowl XVIII. 

The greatest football team of all time. as 
many had claimed at varying points through- 
out the season? For the Bears and their le- 
gions of loyal supporters, this was Exhibit A. 

“We've been working hard the last two 
years to be the best ever,” said Richard 
Dent, the Bears’ ubiquitous defensive end 
who was voted the Super Bowl XX most val- 
uable player award. *‘I believe we're in the 
running, and if we're not, I’d like to see 
who's better. ”’ 

And yet, there had been hope in the 
Patriots’ camp before the game. Maybe, just 
maybe, this really was one of those miracle 
teams that surfaces periodically to reatfirm 
our faith in such fundamental human virtues 
as hard work, determination, and a little bit 
of luck. After all, New England already had 
overcome greater odds than the Donner 
Party with playoff road victories over the 
Jets, Raiders, and Dolphins. 

The Patriots, who qualified for the play- 
offs only as a wild-card team, seemed to 
be a natural extension of their coach, Ray- 
mond Berry was a twentieth-round draft 


The force—Richard Dent (95)—was 
with the Bears all day. His tackle of Craig 
James (left) caused an early fumble. 


CHICAGO 46, NEW ENGLAND 10 


SUPER BOWL XX 


THE BEARS’ CLOSING PERFORMANCE WAS 
STRICTLY TOUR DE FORCE, CAPPING A 
RECORD-BREAKING SEASON 





choice of the Baltimore Colts in 1954, an af- 
terthought who was considered too slow to 
make it as a wide receiver in the NFL. 

When he retired in 1967, Berry was the 
number-one receiver in NFL history with 
631 catches for 9,278 yards and 68 touch- 
downs on his way to the Hall of Fame. This is 
aman who knows a thing or two about odds. 

New England even took an early 3-0 lead, 
converting Walter Payton’s fumble on the 
game's second play into a 37-yard feld goal 
by Tony Franklin. It was the quickest score 
in Super Bowl history, coming just 1:19 
after the game had started. The points were 
the first scored against Chicago in the play- 
offs after back-to-back shutouts of the New 





Chicago quarterback Jim McMahon had more on his mind than a football game. > 


Manny Rubio 





im 


York Giants and Los Angeles Rams. 

Significantly, the Patriots were unable to 
gain even one yard in the three plays, all 
passes, that preceded the field goal. 

Berry was hoping to catch the Bears off 
guard early by throwing the football. Each 
of New England's first six plays from scrim- 
mage was a pass. This from a team that had 
thrown a fotal of 42 passes in three previous 
playoff games. The results: five incomple- 
tions and a sack. 

“I didn’t think we could just run the ball 
and cram it down the Bears’ throats.” Berry 
said. ‘‘] thought it was really important to 
get some balance back into our offense.” 

Before the first quarter was over, the 
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The Patriots couldn't blame the Bears for 
all of their frustrations. On New Eng- 
land's first play, tight end Lin Dawson 
was unable to hold onto Tony Eason’s 
pass (above), which is the same problem 
Stanley Morgan (above right) had later. 
At right, Stephen Starring can’t reach Ea- 
son s overthrow. 
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Corky Trewin 


Chicago's vaunted defensive scheme also was their magic number on this day. . .46. Kevin Butler kicked three field goals. 


Bill Cummings 


— = ee 
a When Matt Suhey, who gained 52 
yards on 11 carries, scored on an 
11-yard run just before the first quarter 


ended, the Bears had a 13-3 lead. 


«New England quarterback Tony Eason 
(11) fumbled after being sacked by 
Steve McMichael (76) and Richard Dent 
(95). Dan Hampton (99) recovered. 
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aJim McMahon scored the 
first of his two touchdowns on 
a two-yard run midway through 
the second quarter to stretch 
the Bears’ advantage to 20-3. 


Malcolm Emmons 


Gin Ellis 


a William Perry (72) had a head-to-head 
meeting with Craig James after a three- 
yard run in the first quarter. The Bears’ 
defense held James to one net yard rush- 
ing on five carries. 


«The Bears took immediate control of 
the second-half momentum on their first 
possession. From his own end zone, Jim 
McMahon threw a 60-yard pass to Willie 
Gault (left) to set up a touchdown. 
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Corky Trewin 





Fearless and determined, Jim McMahon 
goes into the end zone head-first for the 
second of his two touchdowns. 





Manny Rubio 


Bears rookie Reggie Phillips picked off 
Steve Grogan’s tipped pass and went 28 
yards for a third-quarter touchdown. 








Manny Rubio. 





A 305-pound swan dive begins as William Perry heads for the end zone. 


SUPER BOWL XX 


Louisiana Superdome, New Orleans, Lousiana, January 
26, 1986 


Chicago Bears (NFC)......... 1310 21 2 
New England Patriots(AFC)...3 0 oO 7 
NE —FG Franklin 36 

Chi— FG Butler 28 

Chi— FG Butler 24 

Chi— Suhey 11 run (Butler kick} 

Chi—MeMahon 2 run (Butler kick) 

Chi—FG Butler 24 

Chi—McMahon 1 run (Buller kick) 

Chi— Phillips 28 pass interception (Butler kick) 
Chi—Perry 1 run (Butler kick) 

NE —Fryar 8 pass from Grogan (Franklin kick) 
Chi— Safety, Waechter tackled Grogan in end zone 
Attendance — 73.818 (0 no-shows) 


—46 
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TEAM STATISTICS CHICAGO NEW ENGLAND 
First downs 23 12 
Rushes-yards 49-167 11-7 
Passes 12-24 17-36 
Net yards passing 241 116 
Plays-ltotal yards 76-408 54-123 
Sacks-yards lost 3-15 7-61 
Return yards 69 175 
Punts-average 4-433 6-43.68 
Fumbles-lost 3-2 4-4 
Penalties-yards 6-35 5-35 
Time of possession 39:15 20:45 


INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 

RUSHING (Attempts-yards) Chicago— Payton 22-61, 
suhey 11-52, Gentry 3-15, Sanders 4-15, McMahon 5-14, 
Thomas 2-8, Perry 1-1, Fuller 1-1. New England—Coi- 
ling 3-4, Weathers 1-3, Grogan 1-3, C. James 5-1, Haw- 
thorne 1-(-4), 

PASSING (Completions-attempts-interceplions-yards) 
Chicago—McMahon 12-20-0-256, Fuller 0-4-0-0. New 
England— Eason 0-6-0-0, Grogan 17-30-2-177. 


SUPER BOWL RECORDS SET OR TIED 


INDIVIDUAL 

SET 

Longest punt—62 yards, Rich Camarillo, New England 
Most kickoff returns—7, Stephen Starring, New Eng- 
Lard 

TIED 

Most PATs—5, Kevin Butler, Chicago 

Most safeties— 1, Henry Waechier, Chicago 

Most touchdowns rushing— 2, Jim McMahon, Chicago 
Most touchdowns by Interception return—1, Reggie 
Phillips, Chicago 

Most fumbles recovered — 2, Mike Singletary, Chicago 
TEAM 

SET 

Most points—46, Chicago 

Widest margin of victory— 36, Chicago 

Most points, second half—23, Chicago 

Most points, third quarter— 21, Chicago 

Most points, third quarter, both teams—21, Chicago 
(21), New England (0) 

Fewest first downs rushing— 1, New England 


RECEIVING (Number-yards) Chicago— Gault 4-129, 
Gentry 2-41, Margerum 2-36, Moorehead 2-22, Suhey 
1-24, Thomas 1-4. New England—Morgan 7-70, Star- 
ring 2-38, Fryar 2-24, Collins 2-19, D. Ramsey 2-16, C. 
James 1-6, Weathers 1-3, 

INTERCEPTIONS (Number-yards) Chicago— Morrissey 
1-47, Philips 1-28, New England— None. 

PUNTING (Number-average) Chicago—Bulord 4-433. 
New England— Camarillo 6-43.85 

PUNT RETURNS (Number-yards) Chicago— Ortego 
2-20, New England — Fryar 2-22, 

KICKOFF RETURNS (Number-yards) Chicago— Gault 
4-49, New England— Starring 7-153. 


STARTING LINEUPS 


CHICAGO Offense NEW ENGLAND 
Willie Gault, ..0......... WR...... ... Stanley Morgan 
Jn COVEN cise eme gies es LNs etc iwiess Brian Holloway 
Mark Bortz ...4 cc.eeeeus LG. ,....,..... John Hannah 
Jay Hilgenberg ..-.+-..+. ere ae ee ew) a Pete Brock 
Tom Thayer........-..4 AG............ Aon Wooten 
Keith Van Home ......... AT............ Steve Moore 
Emery Moorehead..-..... fie eee . Lin Dawson 
Dennis McKinnon ....... WR........ Stephen Starring 
Jim McMahon ..4.5.4. .. QB..,........... Tony Eason 
Walter Payton ....... Pe eee eee Tony Collins 
Matt Suhey,...-6.....205 AB... ee ceeees Craig James 
Defense 
Dan Hampton ...ccc..... Eas ces dana Garin Veris 
Sieve McMichael....... LT-NT......... Lester Williams 
William Perry.......... AT-AE ..........Julius Adams 
Richard Dent ........ RE-LOLB........ Andre Tippett 
Otes Wilson. ......-.. LLB-LILB......... Steve Nelson 
Mike Singletary ...... MLB-RILB........ Larry McGrew 
Wilber Marshall,..... ALB-ROLB..... . Don Blackmon 
Mike Richardson ....,.... LAE sath Ronnie Lippert 
Leslie Frazier,,.......,..ACB ... Ray Clayborn 
Dave Duerson......c.c01 SB. ice a yea vee Roland James 
Gary Fencik -.....2...4.- FS............. Fred Marion 





Fewest yards gained rushing—7, New England 

Lowest average yards per rush— 0.6, New England 
Most touchdowns rushing — 4, Chicago 

Most times sacked, both teams— 10, New England (7), 
Chicago (3) 

Quickest score, start of game— 1:19, New England 
TIED 

Most PATs—5, Chicago 

Most touchdowns—5, Chicago 

Most field goals, both teams —4, Chicago (3), Naw Eng- 
land (4) 

Most safeties —1, Chicago 

Most touchdowns rushing, both teams—4, Chicago 
(4), New England (0) 

Most times sacked—/7, New England 

Most touchdowns by interception return—1, Chicago 
Most kickoff returns— 7, New England 

Most kickoff returns, both teams—11, New England 
{7}, Chicaga (4) 

Most fumbles lost—4, New England 
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MAKE AMERICAN 
PART OF YOUR GAME PLAN 


No matter what your sport, American Airlines has your ticket to the action. 

Because we have a winning schedule for convenience, with over 1,300 
flights a day to over 100 cities throughout the world. And, our exclusive no-stop 
check-in service lets you make fast breaks through crowded airports. 

So, the next time you travel, call American or Official Airline Of The NF 


your Travel Agent. Because our schedules and AmericanAirlines 


services Will make your game plan go much easier — Something special in the air 








Tim Alexander 
Tim Ale sander 


What's it like to play in the Super Bowl as a rookie? William 
Perry can't hide his emotions after scoring a touchdown. an eight-yard pass from Steve Grogan to Irving Fryar (80). 


— oer 


Herb Weitman 


The Bears scored the game s final points when reserve defensive tackle Henry Waechter (70) sacked Steve Grogan for a safely. 
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Here are two terrific Vi lol=ie}e=|@[=7— 
new from NF 


4 1c ask 
at $19.95 each 


7 =I 


Films, specially pricea 


1 
Pi 
T he 
L Films has 
compiled the best moments trom its 
popula “Football Follies’ series in 
ee, — Areas OO Orne Doe 
one 46-minute program, Mid Des! 
of the NEL Follies.” Hilarious 
stick and clever satire make this é 
‘| ar” fol your home video library 
: ¥ =e Ac 
| Prune nm { AuUrse - 40 
of the NFL s 
Includes profiles of the NFL's most 
a et a J - ae al se _ 
feared defenders, past and present. 


Their devastating tackling will have 


greatest hits and hitters 


fans “ooh ing @ ind dé ahing. 

Humor al ale hits! At the low price 
of $19 95 for eithe 
NEL Films. 


vide olape' Only 
winner of 33 Emmys, 
can bring you entertainment like 
this. Over 100 differen VHS Tale 

a || titles are available. Orde 
now. or FeQUS T-\melllainzi: catalog Call 
(800; NEL-TAPE fol Vigiare office hours 
or send | 


‘Wialsmelee(=imm(olssomals eye 
the « JeTOV 





eS eo he a pt 
CJ PLEASE SEND YOUR CATALOG. 

() THE BEST OF NFL FOLLIES $19.95 
CJ NFL CRUNCH COURSE $19.95 


Enclosed is my check or money order for 
NJ residents add 6% sales tax $ 


Credit Card orders call (800) NFL-TAPE 
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city STATE___vip 
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Mail to: 
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330 Fellowship Rd. 
Mt. Laurel, NJ 08054 
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minutes 


an eventful week in New Orleans, 





A moment to cherish for Mike Ditka as he leaves the field triumphantly. 


Bears were in complete command, thanks to 
two of New England's six turnovers. After 
Jim MeMahon’s 43-yard pass to Willie 
Gault set up rookie Kevin Butler's tying 
28-yard field goal, Dent forced fumbles on 
successive plays, The Bears recovered both 
on the New England 13-yard line. Butler's 
second field goal gave Chicago the lead for 
good. When Matt Suhey scored on an I1- 
yard run a minute later, the Bears led 13-3. 
A 10-point lead never seemed so secure. 

McMahon, the center of attention during 
scored 
the first of his two touchdowns on a nifty 
two-yard run midway through the second 
quarter. Butler's third short field goal of the 
half, this one from 24 vards as time ran out, 
gave the Bears a 23-3 lead. 

By this time, Berry already had replaced 
Eason, who was 0 for 6 passing and had 
been sacked three times, with veteran Steve 
Grogan, who went on to complete 17 of 30 
passes for 177 yards. though most of those 
came long after the game was decided. 

If the halftime score wasn't enough to dis- 
courage the Patriots, then surely the statis- 
tics were: New England had minus-5 yards 
rushing, minus-l4 yards passing, minus-19 
yards in total offense. ..and one first down. 

As if to underscore their dominance, the 
Bears erased any faint hopes the Patriots 
might have harbored on their first offensive 
play of the second half. After Rich Camaril- 
lo’s 62-yard punt forced Chicago to begin 
play on its own 4-yard line, McMahon faked 
handoffs to both Suhey and Payton and re- 
treated into his end zone. He spotted wide 
receiver Willie Gault heading toward the 
right sideline far downfield, and hit him 


with a 60-yard pass at the New England 36. 
McMahon took it in himself with a one-yard 
dive eight plays later. 

Even William (The Refrigerator) Perry 
got in on the fun. Making his first appear- 
ance On Offense since week 10, Perry was 
sacked by Dennis Owens in the first quarter 
as he was rolling right, looking to throw into 
the end zone after taking a pitch from Mc- 
Mahon. His atonement came tn the third per- 
iod in more Perry-like fashion when he 
scored on a one-yard “‘run’’ to make the 
score 44-3 

Grogan led the Patriots to their only touch- 
down early in the fourth quarter. He com- 
pleted seven passes for 63 yards on the drive, 
which ended with an ecight-yard scoring 
pass to Irving Fryar. 

As it had been almost every week of this 
celebrated season, the Bears’ defense was 
magnificent. The statistics were just short of 
mind-boggling: New England finished with 
a net total of 7 yards rushing, a Super Bow! 
record, and 123 yards in total offense. Eason 
and Grogan were sacked seven times. 

Later, McMahon had only one regret. 

“I'm sorry we couldn't get number thirty- 
four [Payton] in the end zone,"* he said. 

Payton did lead all rushers with 61 yards 
on 22 carries. 

Back in Chicago, where more than 1,000 
fans had filled Daley Center Plaza and 
braved a wind-chill factor of 36 degrees be- 
low zero to watch the game on a giant TV 
screen, the celebration was in full force al- 
most as soon as the final gun had sounded. 

What did it all mean? Said one of the jubi- 
lant faithful: “‘It means the world, man. I’ve 
been waiting forever.”" 


Corky Trewin 


‘VE TAKEN THE KI 
OUT OF COTTON 
ONCE AND FOR ALL. 


PRESS TIGE. 


Haggar Presstive isanew process blends cheat never look W Finkled. Stain- Slacks with new Haggar Presstige. 
that refines and redefines permanent __ resistant slacks that stay crisp and Available only from Haggar. In men's 
press slacks. Permanently. creased. Carefree and kink-free. Day after = and women’s styles, 

Result? Pure cotton and cotton day. Wash after wash. Once and forall. Ouality in everything we do! 


=I HAGGAR APPAREL COMPANY 





AFC VS. NFC AT ALOHA STADIUM, HONOLULU 


- ProBow 


NFC 28, AFC 24 
lt may not have been the same as beating the 
Chicago Bears, but being selected most val- 
uable player of the AFC-NFC Pro Bowl did 
wonders to brighten Phil Simms’s spirits. 

The New York Giants’ quarterback threw 
three second-half touchdown passes, includ- 
ing the game-winner from [5 yards to Tam- 
pa Bay tight end Jimmie Giles with 2:27 left 
to lead the NFC to a 28-24 come-from- 
behind victory over the AFC before a sellout 
crowd of 50,101 at Aloha Stadium. 

“It’s a real nice way to end my season,” 
Simms said after completing 15 of 27 passes 


for 212 yards. **After our divisional playoff 


loss to the Bears in Chicago [21-0], I was 
down. But this ts definitely a better way to 
end our "85 campaign.” 

[ronically, an injury to one of the Bears — 
starting quarterback Jim McMahon, who ag- 
gravated a knee—gave Simms his chance. 

The NFC's game-winning drive covered 
80 yards and included two clutch passes by 
Simms. The first, covering 19 yards, went 
to Green Bay's James Lofton; the second, 
on third-and-16, went 17 yards to Art Monk 
of Washington. 

Cornerback LeRoy Irvin of the Rams pre- 
served the NFC’s victory by intercepting a 
Dan Fouts pass in the end zone with a min- 
ute and a half to play. It was Irvin’s second 
interception of the game. The NFC also got 
Interceptions trom Minnesota's Joey Brown- 
er (returned 48 yards for the NFC’s first 
score) and Chicago’s Mike Singletary. 

The AFC, which was shut out in the sec- 
ond half, built a 24-7 halftime advantage be- 
hind some inspired play from running back 
Marcus Allen of the Raiders. Allen scored 
the game’s first points on a two-yard run, 
then tossed a 51-yard touchdown pass to San 
Diego’s Wes Chandler on a halfback option 
play to give the AFC a 14-7 lead. 

Steve Largent of Seattle caught eight 
passes to sect a Pro Bow! record. Pittsburgh's 


John Stallworth set the previous mark of 


seven in 1983. 


PE nse ree paves 7 7 114 —28 
| 2 ee en any ee ? WW 0 oO —24 
AFC— Allen 2 run (Anderson kick) 
NFC—Browner 48 interception return 
(Andersen kick) 
AFC— Chandler 51 pass from Allen 
(Anderson kick) 
AFC—FG Anderson 34 
AFC—Lipps 11 pass from O'Brien 
(Anderson kick) 
NFC—Monk 15 pass from Simms 
(Andersen kick) 
NFC—Cosbie 2 pass from Simms 
(Andersen kick) 
NFC—Giles 15 pass from Simms 
(Andersen kick) 
Attendance—50,101 
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AFC 
Marcus Allen, Raiders. . 


Gary Anderson, Steelers ............-....-... 


Chip Banks, Browns’ 


Wes Chandler, Chargers ......... 


Deron Cherry, Chiefs 


Todd Christensen, Raiders ....,......., 
Ray Clayborn, Patriots............ 
Mark Clayton, Dolphins ........6..00005 


Kenny Easley, Seahawks 
Roy Foster, Dolphins 


Dan Fouts, Chargers.......... eesecact les 
Irving Fryar, Patriots,............ 


Mark Gastineau, Jets 

Bob Golic, Browns 

John Hannah, Patriots . 
Mike Haynes, Raiders 
Chris Hinton, Colts. . 
Brian Holloway, Patriots .. 
Craig James, Patriots . 
Rulon Jones, Broncos . 
Joe Klecko, Jets . 

Steve Largent, Seahawks . 
Louis Lipps, Steelers 


Howie Long, Raiders ............. 7 


Kevin Mack, Browns ._._... 
Dan Marino, Dolphins” 

Fred Marion, Patriots ... 
Clay Matthews, Browns# 
Freeman McNeil, Jets 


Karl Mecklenburg, Broncos .... " 7 


Lance Meni, Jats . 
Mike Merriweather. Steelers . 
Mike Munchak, Oilers. 


Anthony Mufioz, Bengals. ... a 
Steve Nelson, Patriots ............ 


Ozzie Newsome, Browns... . 
Ken O'Brien, Jets# 

Dennis Smith, Broncos... 
Rohn Stark, Colts 

Dwight Stephenson, Dolphins 
Andre Tippett, Patriots 

Mike Webster, Steelers . 


Louis Wright, Broncos .._.. .- es 
Fredd Young. Seahawks... ... 


* Selected but did not play. 


It’s a Little Late, 
but This Time, Simms Gets 
a Passing Score 





NFC 


Morten Andersen, Saints. ............ 
Ron Grown, Rams ............-...... 


Joey Browner, Vikings 
Harry Carson, Giants 
Michael Carter, 49ers 

Jim Collins, Rams 

Doug Cosbie, Cowboys 
Jim Covert, Bears 

Roger Craig, 49ers. 
Richard Dent, Bears. 
Dave Duerson, Bears 
Jimmie Giles, Buccaneers 


Gary Green, Rams# ..,............. - 
Russ Grimm, Redskins ............. ee, 
Dan Hampton, Bears................ 
Dennis Harrah, Rams..........<.. 


Dale Hatcher, Rams. 


Jay Hilgenberg, Bears .... gee ea 


Kent Hill, Rams... . 


Tony Hill, Cowboys . - npn 
Wes Hopkins, Eagles ..... 


LeRoy Irvin, Rams 
Rickey Jackson, Saints 


Joe Jacoby, Redskins.........-.--..4., 
E.J. Junior, Cardinals ...........-... 


James Lofton, Packers 
Leonard Marshall, Giants 
Jim McMahon, Bears# 
Art Monk, Redskins, 


Joe Montana, 49ers* .............4 605, 


Joe Morris, Giants . 
Walter Payton, Bears 
Mike Quick, Eagles . 
Fred Quillan. 49ers# 
Gerald Riggs, Falcons, 
Phil Sirnms, Giants 


Mike Singletary, Bears ...........-... 


Jackie Slater, Rams . 
Doug Smith, Rams’ 
Lawrence Taylor, Giants. 


Everson Wallis, Cowboys . hand or 


Randy White, Cowboys 


Carlton Willamson, 49ers . 


Otis Wilson, Bears 


# ee. injured ile on roster. 





Mike Powell/ Allsport 








support. It's our way of rae you a don ahead of the game. 


WEHOM ba trademark of XEROX CORPORATION 








Delta Air Lines makes over 1500 touchdowns every 
day, with service to over 100 destinations in the U.S. and 
overseas, including 24 NFL cities. 

Delta gets you to the games in style. 

When you ——. you enjoy a great trip. Delta has a 
special something that sets it apart. 

A level of personal service other airlines strive to 
achieve — 39,000 dedicated professionals who go all-out to 
provide the spirited service that is Deltas alone. 

So whether youre flying to watch your favorite team, or 
for any other reason, see your professional Travel Agent or 
call Delta. 

After all, when youre a fan of the best in professional 
football, why not fly the airline run by professionals? 


DELTA GETS YOU THERE =="~ 


BH Delta Air Li 


nes, Ime. 





Hashmarks 


Lee Roy Selmon 


RETIREMENTS 


A trio of defensive players who ranked 
among the NFL's most outstanding for the 
past decade—ends Lee Roy Selmon of 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers and Lyle Al- 
zado of the Los Angeles Raiders, and 
tackle Doug English of the Detroit Lions— 
plus one of the greatest placekickers in pro 
football history, Jan Stenerud of the Minne- 
sota Vikings, were among those players 
who announced their retirements in 1986. 

Alzado, 37, decided not to return for his 
sixteenth year in the NFL after sustaining a 
torn Achilles tendon last season, Alza- 
do played his first seven years in Denver 
after being drafted in 1971 out of Yankton 
(South Dakota) College. He was the NFL's 
defensive player of the year in 1977 when 
he helped lead the Broncos into Super 
Bow! XII. Alzado also starred for Cleveland 
and the Raiders, whom he joined in 1982. 
He was comeback player of the year in the 
latter season, and a major factor the nex! 
year as the Raiders won Super Bow! XVIII. 

Selmon was the cornerstone of the Tam- 
pa Bay franchise from the day he was the 
club's first-ever draft choice, and the num- 
ber-one player taken in the 1976 college 
draft after an All-America career at Okla- 
homa. He was chosen to play in the AFC- 
NFC Pro Bowl for six conseculive seasons, 
from 1979 through 1984. Back problems 
forced Selmon to sit out last season, and 
prompted his retirement at age 31. 

English, 32, missed Detroit's final six 
games last season after sustaining a neck 
fracture in week 10. He joined the Lions as 
a second-round draft choice in 1975 after 


Malcolm Emmons : 


Lyle Alzado 


an All-America career at Texas, and devel- 
oped into one of the NFL's dominant defen- 
sive linemen. He had 56 sacks in his ca- 
reer, and was a four-time Pro Bow! choice. 

Stenerud, 43, retired after his nineteenth 
season. He kicked more field goals ——-373— 
(han anyone in pro football history. Stene- 
rud spent the first 13 years of his career 
with Kansas City, then joined Green Bay as 
a free agent in 1980. Stenerud was traded 
to Minnesota in 1984. He still holds the 
Super Bowl record for longest field goal, a 
46-yard kick that helped the Chiefs beat 
Minnesota in Super Bowl IV. Stenerud, 
who set a single-season record for field- 
goal accuracy (since broken) in 1982 when 
he made 22 of 24 (.916), also holds the 
AFC-NFC Pro Bowl record of 48 yards, set 
in 1972. He played in two AFL all-star 
games and four Pro Bowls. He is a native 
of Norway. 

Other recent retirees included: Julius 
Adams, defensive end, New England 
(1971-1985); Theo Bell, wide receiver, 
Pittsburgh (1976, 1978-1980) and Tampa 
Bay (1981-85); Mark Cotney, safety, Hou- 
ston (1975) and Tampa Bay (1976-1984); 
Freddie Solomon, wide receiver, Miami 
(1975-77) and San Francisco (1978-1985); 
Steve Wilson, center, Tampa Bay (1976- 
1985); and Charle Young, tight end, Phila- 
delphia (1973-76), Los Angeles Rams 
(1977-79), San Francisco (1980-62), and 
Seattle (1983-85). 


OBITUARIES 


Johnny Blood (McNally), a charter mem- 
ber of the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 


Richard Mackson 





Jan Stenerud 


1963, died at 82. A versatile halfback in the 
NFL's early years, he played for Milwaukee 
(1925-26), Duluth (1926-27), Pottsville 
(1928), Green Bay (1929-1933, 1935-36), 
and Pittsburgh (1934, 1937-39). He took 
(he nickname Johnny Blood after seeing 
(he marquee for a 1922 silent film, “Blood 
and Sand,” which starred Rudolph Valen- 
tino. Blood helped the Packers to four cham- 
pionships. 

Frank (Bruiser) Kinard, a former star 
tackle and member of the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame since 1971, died at 70. Kinard, an 
All-America and former athletic director at 
Mississippi, played for Brooklyn (1938- 
1944), and later for the New York Yankees 
of the All-America Football Conference 
(1946-47). 

Others associated with pro football who 
died in the past year included: Ed Kolman, 
tackle, Chicago Bears (1940-42, 1946-47) 
and New York Giants (1949). Kolman 
served as a Giants assistant coach from 
1950-56 and 1960-66; Dr. Michael P. Man- 
darino, center/guard, Philadelphia 
(1944-46), who also served as the Eagles’ 
team physician (1959-1962); Phil Sarboe, 
halfback, Boston (1934), Chicago Cardi- 
nals (1934-36), and Brooklyn (1936); Ernie 
Smith, tackle, Green Bay (1935-37, 1939); 
Andy Stynchula, defensive end, Washing- 
ton (1960-63), New York Giants (1964-65), 
Baltimore (1966-67), and Dallas (1968); 
Adam Walsh, former head coach, Cileve- 
land Rams (1945) and Los Angeles Rams 
(1946), and the NFL coach of the year in 
1945 when the Rams won the world cham- 
pionship; and Dick Zoll, guard, Cleveland 
(1937-38). 


John Bies cr 
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Football Bo 


Vincent (Bo) Jackson, Auburn's Heisman 
Trophy-winning running back and the num- 
ber-one pick in the NFL draft by Tampa 
Bay, is one of those rare athletes with 
enough talent to pick his professional sport, 
football or baseball. Still, it's difficult to 
imagine any prospect having a tougher 





Tight end Pat Beach (Indianapolis) 
missed the entire 1984 season with a dis- 
located left ankle and a stress fracture. 
After long hours of rehabilitation, he was 
able to step in as the Colts’ starting tight 
end last season. Beach finished the year 
as the club's top receiver with 36 catches 
for 376 yards. 

Wide receiver Jerry Butler (Buffalo) was a 
first-round draft choice in 1979 who set an 
NFL rookie record with 255 yards receiving 
in one game. His career seemed in jeopar- 
dy after he missed 12 years with a knee 
injury. Butler returned in 1985 to catch 41 
passes for 770 yards (18.8-yard average). 
Wide receiver Wayne Capers (Indianapo- 
lis) was cut by Pittsburgh during the presea- 
son after catching just 17 passes in two sea- 
sons, and played only sparingly (one catch 
in seven games) after being picked up by 
the Colts. But when given the chance to 
Start at midseason, Capers came alive and 
finished with 25 receptions for 438 yards. 
Quarterback Steve Grogan (New Eng- 
land) hadn't played in more than a year 
when he stepped onto the field after Tony 
Eason was injured in week 6. Grogan led 
the Patriots on a six-game winning streak 
before sustaining a leg injury. He returned 
lo pass for 177 yards and New England's 


Malcolm Emmons 





POTPOURRI 


Baseball Bo 


time adjusting to a higher level than Jack- 
son, who, as a freshman on the Auburn 
baseball team, struck out his first 27 times 
at bat before finally getting a hit. He fin- 
ished the season with a .279 average and 
four home runs. As a junior, Jackson hit for 
a .401 average with 17 home runs, many of 


COMEBACKS 


only touchdown in Super Bowl XX. 
Quarterback Mark Herrmann (San Diego) 
played sparingly his first three years in the 
NFL. He had passed for a total of 1,029 
yards and 2 touchdowns before the Charg- 
ers got him from the Colts for a draft pick 
prior to last season. Inserted into the lineup 
when Dan Fouts injured his knee in week 4, 
Herrmann started four games, passing for 
1,537 yards and 10 touchdowns. 

Tackle Chris Hinton (Indianapolis) was 
picked for the AFC Pro Bowl team as a rook- 
ie in 1983, then sustained a broken bone 
in his left leg in week 6 the following sea- 
son. After an extensive rehabilitation pro- 
gram, he returned in 1985 and again made 
the Pro Bow! squad. 

Defensive end Gary Jeter (Los Angeles 
Rams) missed the first 10 games of 1984 
with a herniated disc, then came back to en- 
joy one of the most productive seasons in 
his 10-year career. Jeter, a pass-rush spe- 
cialist, had 11 sacks during the regular sea- 
son—and three more in the playoffs. 

Wide receiver Billy (White Shoes) John- 
son (Atlanta), then 33 years old and com- 
ing off his third knee operation, was a major 
question mark heading into the 1985 sea- 
son. Johnson quickly dispelled any doubts 
about his condition and wound up leading 






them Bunyanesque. In an abbreviated sen- 
ior season last spring, Jackson slumped to 
a .246 average with 7 home runs, but only 
14 RBIs. “He has all the tools that we look 
for, but he’s very crude,” says Boston Red 
Sox scout Milt Bolling of Jackson. “He's 
very vulnerable to good pitching. Although 
he has speed and a good arm, hes nol a 
good outfielder.” When the subject changes 
to Jackson's football prowess, however, 
superlatives are in abundance. Says San 
Francisco coach Bill Walsh, “He has a 
guaranteed Hall of Fame career.” New Eng- 
land vice president Bucko Kilroy calls 
Jackson “probably the greatest talent ever 
to come out of college.” Kilroy was asked if 
Jackson had any weaknesses. “Just one,” 
he said, “The curveball.” 

—Of the NFL's 28 head coaches, six 
have sons who currently are playing major 
college football. The coaches, followed by 
their sons: New England's Raymond Ber- 
ry (Mark, wide receiver, Vanderbilt); Buffa- 
lo's Hank Bullough (Shane, linebacker, 
Michigan State); Atlanta's Dan Henning 
(Dan, quarterback, Maryland); Seattle's 
Chuck Knox (Chuck, running back, Arizo- 
na); New Orieans’s Jim Mora (Steve, defen- 
sive back, Washington); and Miami's Don 
Shula (Mike, quarterback, Alabama), 

— Jeff Fellenzer 





the Falcons with 62 catches for 830 yards 
and 5 touchdowns, in addition to becoming 
the NFL's all-time punt-return leader, fin- 
ishing the season with 3,036 career yards. 
Running back Tommy Vigorito (Miami) 
hadn't played a football game in almost two 
years after sustaining a severe knee injury 
in the opening game of the 1983 season. In 
1985, Vigorito led the Dolphins in punt re- 
turns with 22 for 197 yards. 

Running back Curt Warner (Seattle) was 
the AFC rookie of the year in 1983, when 
he led the conference in rushing, but 
missed virtually the entire 1984 season 
after injuring his knee in the first game 
against Cleveland. Warner returned in 
1985 to again become the heart of the Sea- 
hawks’ offense, rushing for 1,094 yards 
(fifth in the AFC) and catching 47 passes. 
Running back Charles White (Los Angeles 
Rams) was'a highly regarded prospect 
when he was chosen by Cleveland on the 
first round of the 1980 draft. But the former 
Heisman Trophy winner from USC never 
reached his potential, and was cut by the 
Browns, He was signed as a free agent last 
summer by the Rams, and rushed for 310 
yards, including 83 and 144 yards, respec- 
tively, while filling in for Eric Dickerson in 
weeks 1 and 2. 











Seat belts. 


(suaranteed 
r life. 
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Seat belts help save lives. Seat belts help 
reduce injuries. Seat belts work. Guaranteed. 

But sometimes even seat belts don’t work 
properly. For some people that’s the perfect 
excuse not to wear one. 

Well, when it comes to seat belts, Honda 
does not believe in excuses. ‘[hat’s why if any 
seat belt in any Honda ever fails to function 
properly, Honda will repair or replace it? Free. 
You see, Honda wants you to wear your seat 
belt whenever you're in a car. 

All you have to do is bring your Honda to 


Ce Ameneen Honda Mio Can, Ine 





an authorized Honda dealer. It doesn’t matter 
if you drive a 1970 Honda or a 1986 Honda. It 
doesn’t matter if you bought it third hand or 
brand new. The only thing that is important Is 
that your seat belts work. If they don’t, we 
fix them, free* Regardless of automobile’s age 
or mileage. 

After that, it’s up to you to wear one. Just 
remember, seat belts are a simple fact of life. 


*Limited written warranty. Some restrictions apply, See dealer for details, 
Applies to model years 1970-1986. 
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SONY INTRODUCES THE TELEVISION IN WHICH 
FORM EQUALS FUNCTION. 


The 27" Ultra-Contemporary direct video input and up to 50% functions youre operating with your 
Trinitron with Microblack. greater contrast. Sony Express Commander® remote 
As most TV manufacturers see it, The result of which isthe clearest, control. 
a televisions appearance should take richest, best-defined color picture in But no less remarkable is the 
a back seat to its performance, Trinitron history. form in which all these functions are 
At Sony we have always held To add to that, there's a built-in housed. All-wood cabinetry witha 
both in equally high esteem. stereo decoder that captures all sleek ebony finish. A permanent ped- 
And nowhere is this more evident upcoming stereo TV programming estal. Clean and contemporary lines. 
ea in our so ultra-contemporary  andchannels it through double-sided All of which makes the new 27” 
initron® TV. ee 


Speakers. Anda separate bass _ultra-contemporary Trinitron a thing 
, woofer, fordeep, fullsound. of beauty to watch. 

Theres the cable-com- Even when youre not watching TV 
patible* Express Tuning® 


system with up to 181] chan- : 
nels. Even an on-screen — ON ¥: 


Among its more amaz- 
ing attributesisa27"(mea- 
sured diagonally) screen 
with our Microblack™ pic- 
ture tube. For 400 lines of 





horizontal resolution with display that shows you the THE ONE AND ONLY® 
© 1965. Sony Ca arporation of Amerca. Sony Trinitron, Express Tuning and Expr = ‘Commander are registered trademarks of Sony Corporation. The One and Only a registered trademark and Microblack 1: 4 trademark of 
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Of the NFL's five new head coaches this 
season, four served lengthy apprentice- 
ships as NFL assistants before being 
named to their new positions. Of the 
four, only Houston's Jerry Glanville has 
NFL head-coaching experience, having 
served as the Oilers’ interim coach for 
the final two games last season (0-2). 
Jerry Burns, 59, takes over for Bud 
Grant as head coach of the Minnesota 
Vikings after serving 18 years as the 
team’s offensive coordinator. Prior to jain- 
ing the Vikings in 1968, Burns was 
Green Bay's defensive backfield coach 
for two seasons. Before joining the 
Packers, Burns coached at lowa for 
12 years, the last five as head coach 
(1961-65). Jerry Glanville, 44, begins 
his first full season as head coach of the 
Houston Oilers. Glanville was the Oilers’ 
defensive coordinator for two years be- 
fore taking over as interim head coach. 
Glanville held NFL assistant coaching 
positions with Buffalo (1983), Atlanta 
(1977-1982), and Detroit (1974-76). Jim 
Mora, 50, comes to the New Orleans 
Saints after coaching for three years in 
the USFL. Mora directed the Philadel- 
phia/Baltimore Stars to the USFL cham- 
pionship game in each of those years, 
winning the last two. His three-year rec- 
ord was 41-12-1. Prior to joining the 
Stars, Mora was defensive coordinalor 
at New England (1982) and defensive 
line coach for Seattle (1978-1981). He 
also was a long-time coliege assistant, 
and a head coach for three years at his 
alma mater, Occidental College. His rec- 
ord was 18-9, Buddy Ryan, 52, the new 
head coach of the Philadelphia Eagles, 
had been defensive coordinator of the 
world champion Chicago Bears and mas- 
lermind of their famed 46 defense. Thal 
defense led the NFL in nine categories 
in 1985, including fewest average points 
(12.4) and yards (258.4) per game. In his 
eight seasons (1978-1985) as defensive 
coordinator of the Bears, Ryan's unils 
ranked among the NFL's top 10 de- 
fenses six times. Chicago set an NFL rec- 
ord with 72 sacks in 1984. Prior to joining 
ihe Bears, Ayan served as an NFL assis- 
tant with Minnesota (1976-77) and the 
New York Jets (1968-1975), Gene Stal- 
lings, 51, comes to the St. Louis Cardi- 
nals after 14 years as defensive back- 
field coach of the Dallas Cowboys. Al 
Dallas, Stallings had great success de- 
veloping free agents and low-round draft 
choices into talented members of the sec- 
ondary. He helped guide the Cowboys 
into three Super Bowls. Before joining 
the Cowboys, Stallings served as head 
coach (1965-1971) at his alma mater, 
Texas A&M, where he had been an all- 
Southwest Conference receiver. 





HALL OF FAME 





Left to right: Houston, Tarkenton, 
Walker, Lanier, and Hornung 


The five members of the Pro Football Hall 
of Farme'’s class of 1986 to be inducted at 
the annual Hall of Fame Game in Canton, 
Ohio, on Saturday, August 2, include: 

Halfback Paul Hornung, 6 feet 2 
inches, 220 pounds, was the catalyst of 
the Green Bay Packers’ great teams of the 
early 1960s, and one of the most versatile 
performers of the modern era. A two-way 
standout as an all-purpose quarterback/ 
defensive back at Notre Dame, he won the 
Heisman Trophy as a senior in 1956. Horn- 
ung led the Irish in passing, rushing, scor- 
ing, and kickoff and punt returns, and 
ranked second in interceptions and tackles. 

Chosen as the Packers’ bonus pick, Hor- 
nung struggled at both quarterback and 
halfback on mediocre teams until the arriv- 
al of Vince Lombardi as coach in 1959. Lom- 
bardi moved him permanently to halfback, 
and Homung quickly rose to stardom, earmn- 
ing NFL most valuable player honors in 
1960-61. He led the league in scoring from 
1959-1961, setting a record that still stands 
with 176 points in 1960. Hornung kicked 
field goals and extra points in addition to 
his running, 

Homung is the ninth member of Lombar- 
di’s Packers in the Hall of Fame. 

Safety Ken Houston (6-3, 198) was the 
premier strong safety of his era (1967-1980), 
garnering attention rarely bestowed upon 
defensive backs. A linebacker in college al 
Prairie View A&M, Houston wasn't drafted 
until the ninth round by Houston. However, 
the Oilers soon realized what a talent they 
had chosen, and Houston became a starter 
by midseason of his rookie year. 

In 1973, Houston was traded to Washing- 
ton for five players. Houston's level of ex- 
cellence continued throughout the 1970s; 
he was selected to the AFL All-Star Game 
or Pro Bowl an amazing 12 consecutive 
years, and was an all-pro from 1974-78. 

Houston finished his career with 49 inter- 
ceptions, returning an NFL-record nine for 
touchdowns. He played in 183 consecutive 
games before missing with a broken arm in 
1979. 

Middle linebacker Willie Lanier (6-1, 
245) was one of those defensive players 
who seemed to be everywhere on the field 








at the same time. A two-time small college 
All-America at Morgan State, Lanier was 
drafted by the Chiefs on the second round 
in 1967, the first year of the combined AFL- 
NFL draft. He became a starter in the fourth 
game of the season. 

Blessed with surprising speed and agility 
for a big man, Lanier was known as a fero- 
cious tackler, His natural instincts and 


i= awareness on the field kept him constantly 


around the football. Lanier was named to 
eight consecutive AFL All-Star Games or 
Pro Bowls, and was chosen defensive MVP 
of the 1971 Pro Bowl game. In Super Bowl 
IV, he intercepted a pass and led a swarm- 
ing Chiefs defense as Kansas City defeat- 
ed the Vikings 23-7. 

Like most successful middle lineback- 
ers, Lanier played the run tenaciously. He 
was one of the first who excelled at pass 
coverage, making 27 career interceptions. 

Quarterback Fran Tarkenton (6-0, 185) 
excited football fans for 18 seasons with 
his gutsy, scrambling play. Drafted out of 
Georgia, Tarkenton was an immediate 
Starter for the expansion Minnesota Vikings 
in 1961. He went on to establish a rookie 
record by completing 56 percent of his 
passes. 

In 1967, Tarkenton was traded to the 
New York Giants. Five years later, he was 
traded back to Minnesota, where he re- 
mained until his retirement in 1978. In his 
last stint in Minnesota, Tarkenton led the 
Vikings to six NFC Central Division titles in 
seven years. Minnesota played in three 
Super Bowls, all losses, under Tarkenton. 

Tarkenton still is the NFL's all-time lead- 
er in completions (3,686), attempts (6,467), 
yardage (47,003), and touchdown passes 
(342). Tarkenton passed for 2,000 or more 
yards in 16 conseculive seasons, another 
NFL record, He also rushed for 3,674 yards 
and 32 touchdowns. Tarkenton was select- 
ed to play in nine Pro Bowls, and was 
named the game's MVP in 1968. 

Halfback Doak Walker (5-11, 173) had 
a short but spectacular career with the 
Detroit Lions. In his six seasons, Walker 
rushed for 1,520 yards, caught 152 passes 
for another 2,539 yards, and kicked 49 field 
goals. He also saw action as a punter, pass- 
er, kick returner, and occasional defender. 

Walker was one of the greatest college 
football players in history. A halfback at 
Southern Methodist, he was a three-time 
consensus All-America and winner of the 
Heisman Trophy as a junior in 1948. 

Walker's pro career was shortened by 
injuries, but, while he was playing (1950- 
55), there were lew—if any—better foot- 
ball players. He was all-NFL in 1950, 1951, 
1953, and 1954, and played in five Pro 
Bowls in six seasons. He won scoring titles 
in 1950 with a then-record 128 points and 
1955 (96 points). 
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Attention sons of NFL alumni: If you think 
you are capable of playing major college 
football, and would like to attend school in 
an attractive urban setting, please contact 
Mr. Terry Donahue, head football coach at 
UCLA. If recruiting trends continue, he just 
might have a place for you. 

Looking at the Bruins’ 1986 roster, you 
might think the NFL Alumni Association 
has opened a chapter in Westwood, Califor- 
nia. First, there's Mel Farr, Jr., UCLA's 


(1965), Miami (1966-1975), and Seattle 
(1976-78). Freshman wide receiver Reggie 
Moore is the son of former Houston Oilers 
cornerback Zeke Moore (1967-1977). Re- 
cent UCLA graduates include cornerback 
Ron Pitts (1981-84), whose father Elijah 
was a star halfback with Green Bay and 
now is an assistant coach with Buffalo (Ron 
spent the 1985 season on injured reserve 
with the Bills), and safety Josh Shinnick 
(1982-85), whose father, Don, was a for- 
starting fullback and son of the former mer UCLA and Baltimore Colts (1957-1968) 
Detroit Lions halfback (1967-1973) and / a , linebacker. The elder Shinnick now serves 
UCLA All-America. Another Farr, Mike, isa Mel Farr as assistant to his former Colts teammate, 
promising freshman wide receiver. The two Raymond Berry, at New England. In the 
younger Farrs are also nephews of Miller brother category, UCLA reserve offensive 
Farr, who played cornerback for five AFL lineman Mitch Johnson is the brother of Se- 
and NFL teams (1965-1973), Walk-on cor- attle Seahawks placekicker Norm Johnson. 
nerback Kelton Alexander is the son of The UCLA football team’s “famous 
former NFL defensive back Kermit Alexan- fathers” connection isn't restricted to the 
der, who starred for San Francisco, the Los NFL, either. Junior inside linebacker Ken 
Angeles Rams, and Philadelphia. Kermit’s Norton, Jr., an All-America candidate, is 
brother, Kirk, also plays for UCLA, as a re- the son of the former heavyweight boxing 
serve safety. Comerback Randy Beverly, champion, Norton's presence brings up an 
Jr., is the son of the former New York Jets intriguing possibility for next season: If the 
cornerback who intercepted two passes Bruins are successful in recruiting line- 
in Super Bowl Ill, helping the Jels upset ; backer Jeff Ellis from Male High School in 
Baltimore 16-7. The father of quard Frank Mel Farr, Jr. Louisville, (hey may have the best knock- 
Cornish, Jr., was a defensive tackle for out punch of any defense in the country. El- 
Chicago (1966), Miami (1970-71), and Bul- — linemen on the Miami Dolphins’ champion- __ lis is the son of former heavyweight boxer 
falo (1972). Defensive tackle Ron Evansis ship teams of the early 1970s. Evans en- Jimmy Ellis. 

the son of Norm Evans, one of the standout joyed a productive career with Houston — Jeff Fellenzer 


LATE BLOOMERS 1985 


Malcolm banmona 





Defensive end Jeff Stover (San Francisco) Griffin had finished in a five-way tie forsec- Wide receiver Stephone Paige (Kansas 
would qualify as one of the NFL's “amazing ond in the AFC in interceptions (7 for 116 City) made headlines in the final game of 
stories." Stover didn't play a down of foot- yards and a touchdown), and was firmlyen- the season against San Diego. A former 
ball in college at Oregon. Instead, he was _—_— trenched as a Starter. free agent who became a starter last sea- 
the two-time Pac-10 shotput champion, Center Jay Hilgenberg (Chicago) was an — son only because of injuries to the regulars, 
and also a standout hammer thrower. In undrafted free agent when he signed with Paige caught eight passes for an NFL-rec- 
1982, Stover was working as acarpenterin the Bears out of lowa in 1981. Hilgenberg ord 309 yards. His final statistics showed 
Chico, California, when he was able to ar- didn't make his first NFL start until two 43catches (second on the team) for an NFL- 
range a tryout with the 49ers. Despite not years later, but since then has developed high 21.9-yard average. 

having played football in six years, Slover into one of the finest centers in the leaque. Quarterback Jay Schroeder (Washington) 
was signed as a free agent and made the His peers voted him to his first AFC-NFC took over for Joe Theismann in week 11 
team. Last season, Stover led all San Fran- Pro Bowl squad last season. when Theismann was injured. The Red- 
cisco defensive linemen with 57 tackles, Tight end Steve Jordan (Minnesota) came = skins won five of their last six games as 
and was second on the team with 10 out of the Ivy League—Brown—as asev- Schroeder totaled 1,458 yards passing 
sacks. enth-round pick in 1982 and has quietly (53.6 percent) and 5 touchdowns. Schroe- 
Wide receiver Phillip Epps (Green Bay),a developed into a vital cog in the Vikings’ der played three seasons of minor-leaque 
twelfth-round draft choice in 1982, became  pass-oriented offense, Among NFL tight baseball in the Toronto farm system before 
a full-time starter last season and gave the endsin 1985, only the Raiders’ Todd Chris- deciding to give football another try in 
Packers another outside threat withhisblaz- tensen (82) and the Jets’ Mickey Shuler 1984. 

ing speed. Epps, only 5-9" and 165 (76) caught more passes than Jordan's 68. Wide receiver Kurt Sohn (New York Jets) 
pounds, caught 44 passes for 683 yards. Free safety Fred Marion (New England) was signed as a free agent in 1981 after 
He also ranked second onthe team in punt was at his best in the Patriots’ wild-card being released in training camp by the 
and kickoff returns. march to Super Bow! XX. He infercepteda Rams a year earlier. When the 1985 sea- 
Free safety James Griffin (Cincinnati) had pass in each of the Patriots’ thtee playoff son began, Sohn had a career total of two 
intercepted one pass in each of his firsttwo victories. In his firs! year as a full-time | NFL catches, and still was fighting back 
seasons after being picked on the seventh — starter, Marion picked offseven passes dur- from knee problems. Sohn started the first 
round in 1983, and was projected asaback- ing the requiar season and was voted to nine games and finished with 39 catches 
up in 1985. When the season was over, the Pro Bowl. for 534 yards and 4 touchdowns. 
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What does it take 
a 
to win? 

The race doesn't go just to the swift. 
All these people can run. The winner is 
the one with the strength, the commit- 
ment, the desire to reach down inside, at 
exactly the right moment, and break out 
into the clear. 

At Manufacturers Hanover we believe 
there are parallels between physical and 
business accomplishment. And we want 


the world to know we have what it takes 
to win. 
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= | When you want 
fh. to get physical. 


____ Severiano Ballesteros 
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PROGRESS REPORT 


Bruce Smith 
(Buffalo) 


. Bill Fralic 


(Atlanta from 
Houston through 
Minnesota) 


. Ray Childress 


(Houston from 
Minnesota) 


. Chris Doleman 


(Minnesota from 
Atlanta) 


. Duane Bickett 


(Indianapolis) 


. Lomas Brown 


(Detroit) 


. Ken Ruettgers 


(Green Bay from 
Cleveland through 
Buffalo) 

Ron Holmes 
(Tampa Bay) 
Kevin Allen 
(Philadelphia) 

Al Toon 

(New York Jets) 
Richard Johnson 
(Houston from 
New Orleans) 

Jim Lachey 

(San Diego) 


. Eddie Brown 


(Cincinnati) 


. Derrick Burroughs 


(Buffalo from 
Green Bay) 


. Ethan Horton 


(Kansas City) 


. Jerry Rice 


(San Francisco 
from New England) 


. Kevin Brooks 


(Dallas) 


. Freddie Joe Nunn 


(St. Louis) 


. George Adams 


(New York Giants) 


. Darryl Sims 


(Pittsburgh) 


. Jerry Gray 


(Los Angeles Rams) 


. William Perry 


(Chicago) 


. Jessie Hester 


(Los Angeles 
Raiders) 

Alvin Toles 

(New Orleans from 
Washington) 


. Emanuel King 


(Cincinnati from 
Seattle) 


. Steve Sewell 


(Denver) 


. Lorenzo Hampton 


(Miami) 


. Trevor Matich 


(New England from 
San Francisco) 


DE (Virginia Tech) 


G (Pittsburgh) 


DE (Texas A&M) 


OLB (Pittsburgh) 


OLB (USC) 


T (Florida) 


T (USC) 


DE (Washington) 
T (indiana) 
WR (Wisconsin) 


CB (Wisconsin) 


T (Ohio State) 


WR (Miami) 


CB (Memphis State) 


RB (North Carolina) 


WR (Mississippi Valley 


State) 
DE (Michigan) 
OLB (Mississippi) 


AB (Kentucky) 


DE (Wisconsin) 
CB (Texas) 


DT (Clemson) 


WR (Flonda State) 


LB (Tennessee) 


OLB (Alabama) 


AB (Oklahoma) 
AB (Florida) 


c (BYU) 


Started 14 games at right end: led 
team in sacks and fumble recoveries 
Starled 14. games, playing both 
guard and tackle 


Started 16 games at left end; 
second on team in tackles 


Started 13 games at left outside 
linebacker 


Started 16 games at righ! outside 
linebacker: led team in sacks; AP 
defensive rookie of the year 
Slarted 16 games at left tackle 


Started 2 qames at left tackle; saw 
considerable playing lime as a 
backup 


Started 15 games at nght end; forced 
4 fumbles 
Started first 4 games at left tackle 


Started final 7 games; caughl 46 
passes lor 662 yards 
Started 1 game at left comerback 


Started 16 games at left tackle 


Started 16 games; caught 53 passes 
for 942 yards and 8 touchdowns 
Started 6 games at left cornerback; 
saw considerable playing time as a 
backup 

Saw limited playing time as a backup 


Started 3 games; caught 49 passes 
for team rookie record of 927 yards; 
UPI NFC rookie of the year 

Played primanly on special teams 


Started 16 games al weakside 
linebacker 

Saw considerable playing time asa 
backup and kickoff returner; rushed 
for 498 yards and caught 31 passes 
Saw limited playing time as a backup 


Played as a backup and on special 
teams 

Started 9 games at defensive tackle; 
scored 2 touchdowns as short- 
yardage runner; caught one TD pass 
Started 16 games; caught 32 passes 
for 665 yards (20.6-yard average) 


Started 2 games at inside linebacker; 


played on special teams 


Started 2 games at right outside 
linebacker; played as a backup 


Played as a backup; rushed for 275 
yards 

Played as a backup; rushed lor 369 
yards and averaged 22.7 yards on 
kickoff returns 

Missed most ol season with an ankle 


injury 


ALL-PRO TEAM 


Selected by Associated Press, Newspa- 
per Enterprise Association, and Proles- 
sional Football Writers Association. 


Offense 

Steve Largent, Seattle ; 

Louis Lipps, Pittsburgh. ........... WR 
Mike Quick, Philadelphia.......... WR 
Todd Christensen, L.A. Raiders..... 7 
Jim Covert, Chicago 

Anthony Munoz, Cincinnati 

Russ Grimm, Washington 

John Hannah, New England 

Randy Cross, San Francisco 

Dwight Stephenson, Miami 

Dan Marino, Miami........-...065 .QB 
Dan Fouts, San Diego 

Marcus Allen, L.A. Raiders ......... 
Walter Payton, Chicago 

Nick Lowery, Kansas City 

Ron Brown, L.A. Rams............. KR 


- 
- 
= 

= 
= 
G 
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Eagles free safely Wes Hopkins 


Defense 

Howie Long, L.A. Raiders .......... DE 
Richard Dent, Chicago 

Mark Gastineau, N.Y, Jets......... . DE 
Randy White, Dallas,...........0.:. DT 
Steve McMichael, Chicago 
Joe Klecko, N.Y. Jets............. ; 
Karl Mecklenburg, Denver 

Mike Singletary, Chicago 

Lawrence Taylor, N.¥. Giants 

Andre Tippett, New England 

Mike Haynes, L.A. Raiders ......... CB 
Eric Wright, San Francisco ....,... .CB 
Everson Walls, Dallas CB 
Kenny Easley, Seattle 

Wes Hopkins, Philadelphia 

Dale Hatcher, L.A. Rams 

Rohn Stark, Indianapolis 
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THE PRO ALL-AMERICA TEAM 








OFFENSE 

Pos. Name Ht. Wt. College Round(No.) Team 

WR Mike Sherrard 6-1% 185 UCLA 1 (18) Dallas 

T Jim Dombrowski 6-5 289 = Virginia 1 (6) New Orleans 

G John Rienstra 6-5 277 «=Temple 1 (9) Pittsburgh 

CG Gene Chilton 6-3 275 Texas 3 (59) St. Louis 

G Tom Newberry 6-2 275  Wisconsin-LaCrosse 2 (50) Los Angeles Rams 

T Brian Jozwiak 6-5 303 West Virginia 1 (7) Kansas City 

TE Eric Kattus 6-5 225 Michigan 4 (91) Cincinnati 

WR_ TimMcGee 5-10 174 #4x%Tennessee 1 (21) Cincinnati 

QB Jim Everett 6-5 208 Purdue 1 (3) Houston 

RB BoJackson 6-1 222 Auburn 1(1) Tampa Bay 

RB Keith Byars 6-1 244 Ohio State 1 (10) Philadelphia 

K John Lee 5-11 187 UCLA 2 (32) St. Louis 

DEFENSE 

DE JonHand 6-6 283 Alabama 1 (4) Indianapolis 

DT Tony Casillas 6-3 277 Oklahoma 1 (2) Atlanta 

DT Mike Ruth 6-1% 250 Boston College 2 (42) New England 

DE Leslie O'Neal 6-3%2 245 Oklahoma State 1 (8) San Diego 

LB = Anthony Bell 6-3 230 Michigan State 1 (5) St. Louis 

LBs Joe Kelly 6-1 219 Washington 1 (11) Cincinnati 

LB Tim Green 6-2 249 Syracuse 1 (17) Atlanta 

DB ~=Roderick Jones 5-11 165 SMU 1 (25) Tampa Bay 

DB Lewis Billups 5-11 180 North Alabama 2 (38) Cincinnati 

DB Mark Collins 5-9% 190 Cal State-Fullerton 2 (44) New York Giants 

DB Greg Lasker 6-0 202 Arkansas 2 (53) New York Giants 
Ray Criswell 6-1 180 Florida 5 (121) Philadelphia 





Wide receiver Gary Clark (Washington) fin- 
ished fifth in the NFC with 72 catches for 
926 yards and a team-leading five touch- 
downs. Clark, 5-9 and 173 pounds, signed 
with the Redskins as a free agent after 
spending one season with Jacksonville of 
the USFL. He was a college standout at 
James Madison. 

Fullback Ron Davenport (Miami) wasn't 
drafted until the sixth round (Louisville), but 
he made a dramatic difference for the Dol- 
phins near the goal line. He wound up tied 
for third in the AFC with 13 touchdowns, 11 
of which came on the ground to tie Marcus 
Allen of the Raiders for the AFC lead. 
Davenport's two second-half touchdowns 
saved Miami in a playoff game against 
Cleveland. 

Cornerback Daniel Hunter (Denver) had 
been cut by the Los Angeles Express of the 
USFL and the Dallas Cowboys, both in 
1984, before signing with the Broncos last 
season. He was voted Denver's most val- 
uable special teams player, and became a 
solid reserve. Hunter had a key interception 
in overtime to set up the game-winning 
field goal as the Broncos beat Seattle 13- 
10 in Denver in week 7. 

Running back Kevin Mack (Cleveland) 
was one of the NFL’s surprise success stor- 
ies of 1985. The eleventh player taken in 
the 1984 supplemental draft, Mack was 


Reggie McKenzie 


signed by the Browns after one season in 
the USFL. His impact was dramatic. In help- 
ing Cleveland to the AFC Central champion- 
ship, Mack, a Pro Bowl selection, rushed 
for 1,104 yards (5-yard average per carry) 
and seven touchdowns, and also caught 29 
passes for three scores. Mack and Earnest 
Byner (1,002 yards) became only the third 
running-back tandem in NFL history to rush 
for more than 1,000 yards in one season. 

Inside linebacker Reggie McKenzie (Los 
Angeles Raiders), a tenth-round draft choice 





A hypothetical team comprised of the first players chosen at their positions in the 1986 NFL college draft. 


Alliguel Eflict 


a. = <a : " 
Jim Everett 


from Tennessee, was impressive from day 
one In training camp. He started every 
game and finished second on the team in 
tackles with 102. McKenzie’s twin brother, 
Raleigh, an eleventh-round pick, made the 
Redskins as a backup guard. 

Inside linebacker Brian Noble (Green Bay) 
was the Packers’ rookie of the year after a 
superb season that saw him become a 
starter (15 games) and finish third on the 
team in tackles with 73. Noble, a fifth-round 
draft choice from Arizona State, also had 
three sacks. 

Cornerback Elvis Patterson (New York 
Giants) became a Starter on the left side 
when Mark Haynes missed half the season 
as a holdout. Patterson, who made the 
Giants in 1984 as an undrafted free agent 
from Kansas, was the Giants’ fifth-leading 
tackler with 81 stops, He also intercepted a 
team-high six passes, including one for a 
touchdown in overtime to give New York a 
16-10 victory over the Eagles in Philadel- 
phia in week 4, 

Free safety Lonnie Young (St. Louis) was 
chosen on the twelfth round by the Car- 
dinals after a relatively quiet career at Michi- 
gan State. Inserted into the lineup as a re- 
placement for the injured Benny Perrin, 
Young started 11 games, finished third in 
tackles with 92, and intercepted three 
passes. 


Hasty Kosate 


Paul Jasenski 
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RUSHING LEADERS PASSING LEADERS 
Year Player, Team Att, Yards Avg. TD Year Player, Team Alt, 
1985 «Marcus Aten, LA Raiders, AFC _. 380 1,759 46 11 1985 Ken O'Brien, N.Y Jets. AFC... .. 488 
Gerald Riggs, Atlanta, NFC 297 1,719 4.3 10 Joe Montana, San Francisca, NFC 494 
19684 Eric Dickerson, L.A Rarns, NFC. a79 2.105 5.6 14 1984 = Dan Marino, Miami, AFC, 564 
Earnes! Jackson, San Diego, AFC. 296 1,179 40 6 Joe Montana, San Franersco, NFC- 432 
1983 “Eric Orckerson, L.A. Rams, NFC ao0 1,808 4.6 18 1983 Steve Bartkowsn, Allanta, NFC 432 
“Curt Warner, Seattle, AFC - 335 1449 43 13 *Dan Marino, Miami, AFC... __.- 296 
1962 Freeman McNed, NY Jets, AFC. . 151 786 5.2 6 1982 0=- Ken Anderson, Cmcinnati, AFC. _. - 309 
Tony Dorsett, Datas, NFC 177 745 42 5 Joe Theismann. Washington, NFC 252 
1981 “George Rogers, New Orleans, NFC 378 «= 16740 = a 13 1981 Ken Anderson. Cincinnati, AFC 479 
Earl Campbell, Houston, AFC 41 81976 38 10 Joe Montana, San Francisco, NFC 488 
1920 Earl Campbell, Houston, AFC 473 1.934 52 13 1960 Bran Sipe Cleveland, AFC 554 
Walter Payton, Chicago, NFC . ai? 1,460 4.6 6 Ron Jaworski, Philadelphia, NFO ...... 481 
1979 far Campbell, Houston, AFC... 368 1,697 46 19 1979 Roger Staubach, Dallas, NFC........ 461 
Walter Payton, Chicago, NFC 369 1.610 44 i4 Dan Fouts, San Diego, AFC 530 
1978 “Earl Campbell, Houston, AFC we 1,450 48 13 1978 = Roger Staubach, Dallas, NFC 413 
Walter Payton, Chicage, NFC 433 1.395 42 11 Terry Bradshaw, Pittsburgh. AFC. 368 
1977 Water Payton, Chicago, NFC 339 #414852 55 14 1977 Bob Gnese, Miami, AFC 307 
Mark van Eeghen, Oakland, AFC. 324 1273 39 7 Roger Staubach, Dallas, NFC 361 
1976 OJ Simpson. Bullalo, AFC 290 1.503 52 | 1976 Ken Stabler Oakland, AFC eo} 
Walter Payton, Chicago, NFC at 1490 45 13 James Harris, Los Angeles, NFC 158 
1975 OJ. Simpson, Bultalo, AFC a29 1.617 5.5 16 1975 Ken Anderson, Cincinnati, AFC. _. 377 
Jim Otis, St Louis, NFC 269 1,076 40 5 Fran Tarkenton, Minnesota, NFC 425 
1974 Otis Armstrong, Denver AFC .._. 263 1,407 5.3 ] 1974 = Ken Anderson, Cincinnati, AFC. 328 
Lawrence McCutcheon, Los Angeles. NFC 2360— 1,108 47 3 Sonny Jurgensen, Washington. NFC 167 
1973 OJ. Simpson, Bulfalo, AFG ’ age 2,003 6.0 12 1973 Roger Staubach, Dallas, NFC. 286 
Join Brockington, Green Bay, NFC. , 265 31,144 43 a Ken Stabler Oakland, AFC... 260 
1972 OJ. Simpson, Buttalo, AFC ; 292 = 14251 43 6 1972 = =©Norm Snead, N.Y Giants, NFO... _- J25 
Larry Brown, Washingion, NFC 265 1,216 43 5 Earl Morrall, Mian, AFC 150 
1971 Floyd Little, Denver, AFC ‘ 242 14,1990 0 6 1971 Roger Staubach. Dalias, NFC 211 
“Jonn Brockington Green Bay, NFC 216 «61,1905 5&1 4 Bob Gnese, Mia, AFC 263 
1870) 3© Larry Brown. Washington, NFC 237 1.125 4.7 5 1970 )0=—s_ John Brodie. San Francisco, NFC 378 
Fioyd Little, Denver, AFC 203 901 43 3 Daryle Lamonica, Oakland, AFC.._. 356 
1969 Gale Sayers, Chicago, NFL 236 0«= 1032 34.4 8 1969 Sonny Jurgensen, Washington, NFL.,.... 442 
Dickie Post, San Diego, AFL. 182 873 48 6 *Greg Cook, Cincinnati, AFL ..--....., 197 
1968 Leroy Kelly, Cleveland, NFL 248 1,239 5.0 16 1968 Len Dawson. Kansas City, AFL, eo4 
"Paul Robinson. Cincinnatl, APL 228 1,023 43 ] Earl Morrall, Baltimore, NFL a7 
1967 Jwn Nance, Boston, AFL 269 1.216 45 7 1967 Senny Jurgensen, Washington, NFL 508 
Leroy Kelly, Cleveland, NFL 235 «(41205 «= 5,1 1 Daryie Lamonica, Oakland, AFL ___. 425 
1966 Jim Nance, Boston, AFL 2o9 1,458 43 in 1966 Bart Starr. Green Bay, NFL 251 
Gale Sayers. Chicago, NFL 229—Ss«*14,231 54 i] Len Dawson, Kansas City, AFL -__- 284 
f 1965 Jin Brown, Cleveland, NFL 289 «15444533 17 1965  Ructy Bukich, Chicago, NFL 312 
Paul Lowe, San Diego. AFL @2e 1,121 5.0 7 John Had, San Diogo, AFL 348 
1964 Jon Brown, Cleveland, NFL 2780 1.446 52 7 1964 Len Dawson, Kansas City, AFL 354 
Cookie Gichrist, Bulfalo, AFL 230 9a! 43 6 Bart Starr, Green Bay, NFL 272 
1963 Jin Brown, Cieveland, NFL 291 1,863 64 12 1963 YA Tittle, N.Y. Giants. NFL 367 
Clem Daniels, Oakland, AFL..,........ 215 1,099 5.1 a Tobin Rote, San Diego, AFL 286 
1962 Jim Taylor, Green Bay, NFL. i-.ee 0 BFA 5.4 19 1962 Len Dawson, Dall Texans, AFL. _. 310 
‘Cookie Gilchrist, Bullalo, AFL 24 1,096 5.1 13 Bart Starr, Green Bay, NFL 285 
161 = Jim Brown, Cleveland, NFL 305 1,408 46 8 1961 George Blanda. Houston, AFL 362 
Billy Cannon, Houston, AFL 200 46 0647 6 Milt Plum, Cleveland, NFL we 
1960 Jum Grown, Cleveland, NFL 215 1257 55 1960 3 3=Mit Plum, Cleveland NFL 250) 
"Abner Haynes. Dal Texans, AFL 156 a7s 5.6 st] Jack Kemp, L.A Chargers, AFL 406 
1959 Jim Grown, Cleveland. 290 1,329 46 14 1959 Charhe Conerly, N.Y Giants 194 
1958 = Jim Brown, Cleveland 257 1,527 59 7 1955 Eddie LeBaron, Washington 145 
1957 “Jim Brown, Cleveland 202 O42 47 9 1957 = =Tommy O'Connell, Cleveland 110 
1956 Rick Casares, Chi. Bears 234 1,126 438 12 1956 Ed Grown, Chi Bears 168 
1955 “Alan Ameche, Baltimore 213 61 45 9 1955 Otto Graham, Cleveland 185 
1954 Joe Perry, San Francisco Wd 1,049 6.1 a 1954 Norm Van Brocklin, Los Angeles 260 
1953 Joe Perry, San Francisco 192 1,018 5.3 10 1953 Otte Graham, Cleveland 258 
1952 Dan Towler, Los Angeles 156 a4 8667 10 1952 Norm Van Brocklin, Los Angeles 205 
1951 Eddw Price. NY Giants 271 971 36 7 1951 Bob Waterfield, Los Angeles 176 
1950 “Manon Motley. Cleveland 140 810) «= « 58 3 1950 Norm Van Brocklin, Los Angeles- 233 
1849 Steve Van Buren, Philadelphu 263 («1146044 nv 1959 Sammy Baugh, Washington 255 
1938 Steve Van Buren, Philadelphia 201 945 47 10 19848 Tommy Thompson, Philadelphia 246 
1937 Steve Van Buren, Philadelphia 217 1,008 46 13 1947 0 =©6Sammy Baugh, Washington a 
1946 Bill Dudley, Pittsburgh 146 6O4 44 a 1946 8 Bob Waterfield, Los Angeles 251 
1945 Steve Van Buren, Philadelphia 143 Bae 5.8 15 1945 Sammy Baugh, Washington rer 1B2 
(944 Bill Paschal, N.Y, Giants, 196 70038 q Sid Luckman, Chi Bears el? 
1949 “Bil Pasehal, NY, Giants 147 572 39 10 1944 = Frank Filchock, Washington 147 
1942 “Bull Dudley, Pittsburgh 162 696 43 5 1943 Sammy Baugh. Washington 249 
1941 Clarence (Pug) Manders. Brooklyn 111 466 a4 5 1942 Ceci Isbell, Green Bay e68 
1949 «= Byron (Whizzer) Whee, Detrot 146 514 35 5 1941 Cecil Isbell, Green Bay 206 
1939 “Bill Osmanski, Chicago 121 699 0=s« 8 B ? 1940 «= Sammy Baugh. Wastungton W7 
1937 Cl! Battles, Washington 216 Br4 40 5 1938 Ed Danowski, NY Giants 129 
1936 ‘Alphonse (Tuffy) Leemans, NY Giants 206 B30 8=40 2 1937 *Sammy Baugh, Washington a) 
1935 Doug Russell, Chi Cardinals 140 499 36 0 1936 Amie Herber Green Bay 173 
1934 “Beattie Feathers. Chi Bears 101 1004 995 ) 1935 Ed Danowski, N ¥ Giants 113 
1933 Jim Musick, Boston 173 Boo? 5 1934 = Arnie Herber, Green Bay 118 
19392 Clit! Battles. Boston 148 576 39 3 1933 “Harry Newman, N.Y Giants 1.36 
‘Furst year in the league, Vee Atnie Herber, Green Bay 101 

“First year in the league 





Yards TD Int. 
3888 25 «A 
3653 27 13 
5084 48 17 
3630 28 10 
3167 22 § 
2210 20 6 
24965 12 9g | 
2033 13 #9 | 
3758 29 10 
3565 119 12 
4,142 300—Ci«édMA | 
3529 27 12 
3586 27 11 
4.082 24 34 
3.199 25 16 
2.915 26 2 
a a 
2620 18 9 
oTa7 27 «(17 


3169 21 11 
2994 275 135 
2.667 18 «610 
1185 11 5 
2428 23 15 
1.997 4 10 
2,307 i?) Tf 
1.360 in 7 
1882 15 ad 
2069 m9 9 
2.541 24 10 
2516 22 15 
3102 22 15 
1854 6 11 
2.109 17 o 
2909 26 17 
3747 63116 | 
3228 2 20 
2357 14 3 
2527 26 10 | 
2641 20 9 
27968 20 71 
2879 30 16 
2144 15 d 
31745 36 14 
2510 20 I? 
2759 29 I 
2455 112 9 
3330 36 2 
2416 8 10 
2297 71 5 
301 20 2 
1.70 m4 ~<4 
1365 OH O10 
1229 i) ] 
1,667 11 12 
1721 15 ~=««B 
2,637 1 rs 
2.t22 "W i) 
1.736 i4 17 
1566 13 «10 | 
2.061 16 «614 
1903 16 «14 
1965 2 11 
2938 25 15 
1747 we # 
1669 #11 4 | 
1725 4 10 
1.799 i 9 
1754 23 19 
2075 24 4 | 
4790—Ci«CaSi 
1367 #12 10 
Veer 9 1 | 
B48 7 8 
1,127 5 
1,239 11 «13 
734 10 60Ofl(«9 
799 8 i? 
973 wt Ww 
639 9 869 
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SCORING LEADERS 


Player, Team 

*Kewn Butler, Cricage, NFC 

Gary Anderson, Pittsburgh, AFC... 
Ray Wersching, San dard aye 2 NFC 


dona Smith New Engiand, AFC 
"Ed Murray, Detroit, NFC 

"Frank Corral Los Angeles. NFC 
Pat Leary. NY. Jets, AFC 

Errol Mann, Oakland, AFC . . 
Walter Payton, Chicago, NFC 
Toni Linharl, Baltimore. AFC 

0.J. Simpson, Bultaio, APC 
Chuck Foreman, Minnesota, NFC 
Chester Marcol, Green Bay, NFC 
Roy Gerela. Pittsburgh, AFC 
David Ray. Los Angeles, NFC 
Roy Gerela, Pittsburgh, AFC 
“Chester Marco!, Green Bay, NFC 
Bobby Howlald, N.Y Jets, AFC 
Garo Yepremian, Miami, AFC 
Curt Knight, Washington, NFC 
Fred Cox, Minnesota, NFC 

Jan Stenarud, Kansas City, AFC 
Jim Turner NY Jets. AFL 

Fred Cox, Minnesota, NFL 

Jen Tumer NY Jen APL 

Jum Bakken. St Lous, NFL 
George Bunda, Oakland, AFL 
Gino Cappeliett, Boston, AFL 


Gina Cappaiiett, Boston, AFL 
Pau! Hornung, Green Bay, NFL . 
Paul Hornung, Green Bay, NFL 
Paul Hornung, Green Bay 

Jim Brown, Claveiand 

Sam Baker Washington 

Louw Groza. Cleveland 

Bobby Layne. Detrod 

Doak Walkor, Detrot 

Bobby Walston, Phitadeiptua 
Gordy Soltau, San Francisco 
Gordy Soitau, San Francisco 
Eltoy (Crazyiogs) Hirsch. Los Angeles 
*Doak Waker Detroe 

Pat Harder Cr Cartinais 
Gene Roverts NY Gants 

Pat Harder Ch Cardinals 

Pat Harder Chi Cardinals 

Ted Fritsch, Green Bay 


Jack Mandors, | Cm Beara 
Earl (Duten) Clark, Detroit 


Earl (Duteh) Clark, Portsmouth 
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PUNTING LEADERS 


Jn Arnold, Kansas City, AFC 
“Bran Hanser New Orieans, NFC 
*Frare Garcaa. Tarmoa Bay NEC 

Luke Prestndige. Demver AFC 

Car! Bedsong, St Lows. NFC 

Pat Mcinatly, Cincinnati, AFC 

Torn Skladany Detrat, KFC 

Daye Jenrengs. N.Y Giants. NFC 

Luke Prestridge. Denver AFC 
"Bob Grupp, Kansas City, AFC 

Dave Jennings, NY Giants. NFC 

Pat Metnaily, Cincinnati, AFC 
*Tomn Setadany. Devrot, NFC 

Tor Ganchard, New Oneans FC 

Mary Bateman, Buttaio, AFC 

John James, Atlania, NFC 

Ray Guy, Oakland, AFC 

Herman Weaver, Detrot, NFC 

Ray Guy, Oakland, AFC 

Tom Blanchard, New Orleans, NFC 

Jerto! Wilson, Kansas City, AFC 
"fom Witturn, San Francisco, WFC 

Jerre! Wilson, Kansas City, AFC 

Dave Chapple. Los Angeles, NFC 

Dave Lewis. Cincinnat, AFC 

Tom McNeil), Philadelphia, NFC 
"Dave Lows. Cincinnati, AFC 
*Juhan Fagan. New Orleans, NFC 

Jerrei Wigan, Kansas City, AFL 

Bidy Lothridge, Atianta, NFL 


“Oavid Lee. Batimore, NFL 

Gaty Collins, Cleveland, NFL 
“Bobby Walden. Minnesota, NFL 
Jen Fraser Denver APL 

den Fraset Denver, AFL 

Tarmmy Davis, San Francisco NFL 
Jen Fraser. Denver AFL 

Yar Lary Detrot. NFL 

Billy Amun, Buttaio, AFL 

Jerry Norton, St. Lous, NFL 
“Paul Maguire, L.A, Chargers, AFL 


Notm Van Brocklin, Los Angeles 
Norm Van Brockiin, Los Angeles 
Pat Brady, Pittsburgh. 

Pat Brady, Pittsburgh 

Horace Gillom, Cievelanc 
Horace Gilom, Cleveland 

‘Fred (Curly) Morrison, Ch. Bears 
“Miki Boyca. N.Y Bulldogs 


"Parker Hall Cleveland 


"First pour = the league. 
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“First year in ine Mague 
#Cappelleth'’s fotal includes 4 two-pomt conversion 
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“Used to be, if you handed me a camera, I'd 
treat it like a football—and hand it to somebody 
else. 

“But now, with the Canon T70, I'm taking pic- 
tures like a pro. Even the tough shots are simple. 

“This is one great camera—it does almost ev- 
erything for me! It’s programmed to deliver great 
shots under any lighting situation. You just focus 
and shoot. It even loads the film itself, and winds it 
after each shot. 

“| get great zoom shots, too, just by 
clicking in a zoom lens. There are no 
knobs—just a few simple-to-operate 
buttons and an LCD screen that lets 
you know you're getting great shots. 

“Flash shots? You got em with 
the Canon Speedlite. Attached to the 


ing. 
T70, it’s completely automatic. 
“My days on the sidelines are 
over. Hand me a Canon T70, and 
I'm back in play with the pros.” 





n 









Speeciite 277T 
shown optional 


Canon 





| eNational | ~--s Go. advanced, it makes the tough shots simple! 


; = J imac, | kbrock Parkway, Morcross, GA 30099 © 1986 Canon U5. A., Inc 
anon USA. inc, One Canon Plaza, Lake Success, NY 11042 /100 Park Blvd, tases, IL 60143 / 5625 Oa j : : : 
Rie = Avw East Costa Mesa. CA 92626 / 4000 Burton Or, Santa Ctara, CA 05054 / Bidg_ 8-2. 1050 Ala Moana Bivd . Honolulu, Hi 96814 / Canon Canada, Inc. Ontario 





3200 Regent Bivd , ining, TX 75063 / 123 Paulann 
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PASS RECEIVING LEADERS 


Todd Christensen, LA Raiders, AFC 1. 
Roy Green, St. Louis, NFC .. tee 
Charlie Brown, Washington, NFC. olla 
Earnest Gray, NY. Giants, NFC,........ 


1982 Dwight Clark, San Francisco, NFC....... 
Kellan Winslow, San Diego, AFC, ....... 
1961 ~=Kellen Winslow. San Diego, AFC...__... 
Dwight Clark, San Francisco, NFC .,.... 


"Earl Cooper San Francisco, NFC ....... 
1979 = Joe Washington. Baltimore, AFC. . ¥ 


1976 MacArthur Lane, Kansas City, AFC ete 


1975 Chuck Foreman, Minnesota, NFC.. rah 
Regge Rucker, Cleveland, AFC 
Lydell Michell, Battmore, AFC ......... 
1974" Lydall Mitchell, Baltimore, AFC ......... 
Charles Young, Philadelphia, NFC ..... , 
1973 = Harold Carmichael, Philadelphia, NFC . . 
Fred Wilks. Houston, ee 


1971 Fred Biletnikoff, Oakland, AFC... 


1968 8=Clilton McNeil, San Francisco, NFL aie 
Lance Alworth, San Diego. AFL. ........ 

1967 George Saver, N.Y. Jets, AFL.........., 
Chariey Taylor, Washington, NFL. ....... 

1966 Lance Alworth, San Diego, AFL......... 
Chariay Taylor, Washington, NFL........ 

1966 Lionel Taylor, Denver, AFL. .. Walen 
Dave Parks. San Francisco, NFL. 


Jim (Red) Phillips. Los Angeles. NFL. a 
19960 = Lione! Taylor, Denver, AFL. ..... rats 
Raymond Berry, Baltimore, NFL . 
1959 Raymond Berry, Baltimore ,........ is 
1958° Raymond Berry, Baltimore .... 

Pote Retzialf, Philadelphia ._.. 
1957 Billy Wilson, San Francisco ......, 
1956 Billy Wilson, San Francisco ...... 7 
1955 Pale Pihos, Philadelphia,............. 


1950 Tom Fears, Los Angeles . bs es 


1946 Jim Benton, Los Angeles - 
1945 Don Hutson, Green Bay - 
1944 Don Hutson, Green Bay 
1943 Don Hutson, Green Bay .. 
1942 Don Hutson, Green Bay _.. 
1941 Don Hutson, Green Bay 
1940 ‘Don Looney, Philade/ptua.. 
1939 QDon Hutson, Green Bay . : 
1938 Gayneil Tinsley, Chi Cardinals 
1937 Don Hutson, Green Bay 
1936 Don Hutson, Green Bay 
1995 “Tod Goodwin, NY Giants. 
19340=—s_s« Joe Carter, Philadephia . 
Morris (Red) Badgro, N.Y Guants 
1933 = John (Shipwreck) Kelly, Brooklyn 
932 Ray Flaherty, N.Y Giants 
"First year in the league. 
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INTERCEPTION LEADERS 
Yoar Team Mo. 
1965 Everson Walls, Dallas, NFC 9 
Albert Lewis, Kansas City, AFC 5 
Eugene Daniel, Indianapolis, AFC 8 
1984 Ken Easley, Seattle, AFC ......... 0.202.000... 10 
“Tom Flynn, Green Bay, NFO... 9 
1983 Mark Murphy, Washington, NFC 2 
Ken Riley, Cincinnati, AFC... .. ieee: a 
Vann McElroy, L.A. Raiders, AFC ......00s.00. 8 
1982 Everson Walls, Dallas, NFO. .....,..... 600.0. 7 
Ken Riley, Cincinnali, AFC... ce cca ys . 5 
Bobby Jackson, N.Y, Jets, AFC........... 5 
Dwayne Woodrul!, Pittsburgh, AFC ............ 5 
1981 “Everson Walls, Dallas, NFC ...........-.. sews 11 
John Harris, Seattia, AFC... cep cece 10 
1960 Lester Hayes. Oakland. AFC,...... 13 
Nolan Cromwell, Los Angeles. NFC 5 
1979 Mike Reinfeld, Houston, AFC 12 
Lemar Parrish, Washinglon, NFC 9 
1978 Thom Darden, Cleveland, AFC ....,....-...+ 10 
Ken Stone, St. Louis, NFC 2.2... . 6 reece eas ; 9 
Willie Buchanon, Green Bay, NFC oo... 0... 05. 5 
1977 = Ll Blackwood, Baltimore, AFC... o.oo cc. 10 
Rolland Lawrence, Aflania, NFO... 004... . ec uu 7 
1976 Monte Jackson, Los Angeles, MEU: cn ae 10 
Kon Riley, Cincinnati, AFC... ....,. fe 9 
1975 Mel Blount, Pittsburgh, AFC. . if 
Paul Krause. Minnesota, NFC. ewe = ites 10 
1974 Emmitt Thomas, Kansas City, AFC. 12 
Alay Brown, Atlanta, NFC . . 8 
1973 Dick Anderson, Miami, AFC... a 
Mike Wagner, Pittsburgh, AFC. 22... 0000. 00.005 | 
Bobby Bryant, Minnesota, NFC 7 
1972 Bil Bradley, Philadelphia, NFC ....... 2.6.40. 4g 
Mike Sensibaugh, Kansas City, AFC 8 
1971 Bil Bradiey, Philadelphia, NFC ...,..... 1 
Ken Houston, Houston, AFC ...,..,..... sinteitals 5 
1970 Johnny Robinson, Kansas City, AFC ....,..,.. 10 
Dick LeBeau, Detroit, NFC...... 20... 6 4 eae eee 9 
1969 Mel Reniro, Dallas, NFL .............00..6.605 
Emmi! Thomas, Kansas City. AFL ....- 20.6 .005 
1968 Dave Grayson, Oakland, AFL... 0... ..4eeeues 
Willi@ Williams, N.¥, Giants, NFL... 6.466660 65 
1967 «© Miller Farr, Houston, AFL... 2.0.56. 6 ccc cece eee 
“Lem Barney, Detrot, NFL... 2... 66s eee nece us 
Dick Westmoreland, Miami, AFL. 2s hy 
1966 Larry Wilson, St. Louis, NFL... 2... ...).0.05-. 
Johnny Robinson, Kansas City, AFL 
Bobby Hunt, Kansas City, AFL cgevvoce «ik 
1965 WK. Hicks, Houston, AFL ........, 
Bobby Boyd, Baltimore, NFL... oi cence ens 
1964 Dainard Paulson, N.Y. Jets, AFL... ...ccc cen, 
"Paul Krause, Washington, NFL... 0.6...) 000. 
1963 Fred Glick, Houston, AFL....... 
Dick Lynch, N.Y. Giants, NFL.............- 
Roosevelt Taylor, Chicago, NFL... ............ 
1962 =Lee Ailey, NY. Titans, AFL... cave WW 
Willie Wood, Green Bay, NFL. ,... 3 
1961 = Billy Atkins, Bullalo, AFL... cee nen 10 
Dick Lynch, NY. Giants, NFL. .., a 
1960 “Austin (Goose) Gonsoulin, Denver, AFL 1" 
Dave Baker, San Francisco, NFL ............. 10 
* Jerry Norton, St. Louis, NFL. . 10 
1959 Dean Derby, Pittsburgh ....... 0.64.2. 6cecueee 7 
Mill Davis, Ballimore........-.....~...-..00- T 
Don Shinnick, Baltimore .. 7 
1956 Jum Patton, NY. Giants W 
1957 = “Mill Davis, Baltimore ._.._. . _- 10 
Jack Christiansen, Detroit ..... 00... 04-.6605- 10 
Jack Butler, Pillsburgh . 2.2.0... ccc cece ea 10 
1956 ~— Lindon Crow, Chi. Cardinals . nateedtnxt 11 
1955 Will Snerman, Los sakes 11 
1954 = Dick (Night Train} Lane, Chi. ‘Cardinals ice 10 
1953 Jack Chnstiansen, Detrodl ...... 20. 06. e eee cae 12 
1952 “Dick (Night Train) Lane. Los Angeles. .......... 14 
1951 Otlo Schnelibacher, N.Y. Giants .,.,, sesieten = W 
1950 “Orban (Spec) Sanders. N.Y. Yanks. . 3 
1949 Bob Nussbaumer Chi. Cardinals 12 
1948 “Dan Sandifer, Washington .. 13 
1947 Frank Reagan, N.Y. Giants _. 10 
Frank Seno, Boston.............. 10 
1946 Bill Dudley, Pittsburgh. .......... 10 
1945  Aoy Zimmerman, Phdadelphia................. 7 
1944 “Howard Livingston, N.Y Giants 9 
1943 Sammy Baugh, Washington. _. | 
1942 Clyde (Bulldog) Turner, Chi. Bears..... ....... B 
"First year in the league. 
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TOOLS OF THE TRADE %f.% 


WEAR WHAT NFL PLAYERS AND COACHES WEAR— 
NFL PRO LINE... cet INTO La 


NFL PRO LINE... merchandise is the real thing. . .authentic team gear mace lor | ick by 
America's top sporting apparel and equipment companies s, NFL PRO LIN E. 1 0n NFL side- 
lines, in NFL games, and at practices. And now you can \ ‘wear it too. I's all in ‘the new Official 
NFL Gift Calalog. To get your copy, send $1.00 to: NFL Gift Catalog Inc., 

10852C Sanden Dr., Dallas, TX 75243. 


po yen) Sand-Knit iS Sports Specialties Corp. Cliff Ricte. Lid: 





Copyright 1966 NFL Properties, Inc. All rights reserved 





A DISTINGUISHED 
NEW AWARD 
Chosen By You...The Fans! 





The NFL Rookie of the Year Award is balloting process, football fans across the 
being sponsored by OLD SPICE to nation will choose the winner based on 
honor the fans choice of the most out- his contribution to the game of football. 
standing NFL Rookie in the mw OLD SPICE’s contribution 





1986 season. It will celebrate 
significant achievement and 
commitment to excellence 

in football. 

28 rookie nominees, one 
from each NFL team, will be 
selected by the Pro Writers 
Association and Pro Football 
Hall of Fame. Through a 


will be made off the playing 
field to a worthy charity in 
the winner’s name. 

| So keep watching upcoming 
issues of Game Day for 
further details and keep 
track of the rookies’ perfor- 
mance, We'll want your 
vote soon. 





= 1986 Shulton, Inc. 
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1986 NFL SCHEDULE 


TROLCRALEODIVELUOLICE OES 


TRERaeoee nt 


108 San Diego at 


Monday, October 27 
1020 Washington at New Yor Gate 


13, Taroa Gay vs Green Bay of Mtenane 
ordey, Howeriter 17 
1 Sen Pranceco # Wang 


TWELFTH WEEK 

Thursday. Acwernber 70 

$4 (os Angsies Racers of San Qeego 
Sundey, November 7) (CHS TV gotieneacer) 
(52. ASerts 2 San Franco ; 
1ST? (Gutato af New Erte 

‘SS Cotes 2 Waser 

15S Ceeseer at Nee Yor Gemees 

160 4OCerot ¢ Tacoe Bay 

16? Green Bay a OCucage 

162 larapobs af Houston 

16) Barces Cty of St Lous 

14 MewesctaatGnonrws | 

165 few Cigars af Los Anges Flares 
16 Priadectes & Seste 

167. dig rece ctor eget 


Phutadelptua 
109 San Francaco vs Green Cay at Maweuee, 


(ADC) 


(ABC) 


Thee et eee eee eT 


PRERE ROCCO ST Cee 


ee pdt a eee a a ee ee 


101, Menresote a Green Day 12.00 
102. New York Giants a) Washingion ... 2.66. e scenes 1:00 
193 pgp ahacn plese spite Wek eal FEL ine 
14. 61 Loute af Philadelphia .... 100 
195. Terrnpe Bay of Crago... ._.-. 0 nce ceneens 1700 
Monday. ' 
‘4 Los Angetes Macken af Geacse (Aa 600 
WEEK 
Geturday, Ceceerter 13 
187) Prabhu af New Tor Jets 12.30 
‘20 Weatengion af Derver (ces) 250 
Gurudey, Gecernber 14 (MEC- TW Goutee made) 
1 Beso ew neues 1 
700 Capes 2 Creel Le] 
2! Green Bey a Tevpe Bay. 1% 
S02 «Aeneas Cry of Los Anges Racers... 100 
703 Mua Lo Angee Bare 10 
74 Merescta se Howto. 300 
205. New Orieera siAferta. ...................---.- 100 
iO Preedepres af Osta 1700 
fOr & Love et New You Gare 100 
228 Sas Frencaco @ Sew Ergun 10 
2 Seats & San Ceo 1 
y, Oeceter 15 
210 Chagoo Oeeot aa Fo 
SIXTEENTH WEEK 
Friday, Oecemmteer 10 
21) Los Angetes Pwa af San France (AC) «3 
feturday Cceeriteer 3) 
020 Daren of Seats ~ecy 100 
m3 Green Bay af Mow York Guanes .. (Ss) 2 
Gurdey, Geceber 71 (CHS Tv gouttetmacier) 
24 At@re a Dero ' 100 
715 Eufsio mt Mouwion.......... 1700 
218 = Ctecago af Dallas pemicikertansbede +00 
717 incianapote af Los Argoles Ramers............... to 
216 Kansas Cty a Pitaburgh............ 100 
210. New Ortoane af Mirwesota ces 1200 
220, New York Jets af Concinnat 100 
72). San Ceego al Cleveland 1:00 
a2. Tenpa Gay of Gt Lows, ......1)... 1200 
223, Washingion at Prdadeiptus eee cise 109 
Monday, December 77 
224 New ErglardaiMam, ................... (ABC) 860O 
POSTSEASON 
Sureiay Decanter D8 APC and NAC Fett Rowe 
Payots (NBC and CBS) 
Seeurdey Jews, ) AFC and SFC Decne! 
Panyotts (NEC and CBS) 
Sway Jarusery 4 AFC and NPC Devore 
Payots (NSC and CBS) 
feureday. Jereuary 11 AFC and NC Crampons 
Gares (NBC arc CBS) 
‘Survey Jemuery 7 -oeeees Supe? Boe! 900 ef 
Row Sow Pasadena Calton (CBS) 
gore haem (ABC) 
MONDAY MGT GAMES AT A GLANCE 
feperter—§ Mew Yorn Guts af Dawes. ae 05 
Gepterte 15 Osrwver ot Patshugh...............-... it) 
September 22 Chwcago at Green Bay a 
Sepeerter ®) Oates at St Lous. ... sto 
Crtone 6 San Che at Sees 400 
Cetoter 13 ate «Ono +o 
Ortober 2D Coreen of Mere York Joes am 
Cectcitee i Washington at New Yorn Gurts Viet] 
howerjer) = Los Angetes Rams af Chucago am 
fepeersier 10 0 (Mer af Copwelard.............-.-..__- om 
Nowerte 17 Gan Franceco af Wastengton 900 
aorwernber 24 Meee Yoo Jets af karte 300 
Cecerter 1 = hire York Gearts af San Franceco 400 
Cente fo 8 Los Angeies Placters at Seatte soo 
Cecenie 15 Chsago at Qerot.........._. oo 
Decertae 22 Mew England af Mears 00 
LMS heres kocul 


CAS and NDC lelevision doubleheader games to be deterrmened |) 














IN THE PURSUIT OF PERFECTION, 
TECHNICS MOVES TWO STEPS CLOSER. 


A high-performance digital filter. A fine-focus single-beam 
laser. Both in the new Technics compact disc players. 





Musical perfection. It's the promise of the compact disc. To 
fulfill that promise the new Technics SL-P300 incorporates two 
significant advances. 

A high-performance digital filter to deliver unsurpassed 
sound. An improved FFI fine-focus single-beam laser system. It 
has the strength and accuracy to “read” through most fin- 
gerprints, scratches and even imperfections in the disc itself. 

For programming convenience, the FFI laser can move 
across a disc in less than a second. And, of course, the SL-P300 
also has an infrared, wireless remote control. To play any 
selection. In any order. From almost anywhere in the room. 

Result: the new Technics compact disc players have moved 
two steps closer to musical perfection. And now, so have you. 


Sksvelabablos 


The science of sound 











Marlboro Red or Longhorn 100's— 
you get a lot to like. 





I6 mo ‘tar.’ 1.0 mo nicotine av. per cigarette, FTC Heport Feb. 85 


